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®_A REPORT FROM ADDIS ON THE RECENT STUDENT MASSACRE

Last week s suspension of the student publication
is a step in the right direction. THIS STEP MUST
BE POLLOWED TO ITS LOGICAL CONCLUSION,.

Ethiopian Herald, Dec.19, 1969

A PLAKNED MASSACRE - THE LOGICAL CONCLUSION ?

The year was 1936, The day Februsry 19. There was
an oppressive and terrorizing climate in Ethiopia.
Ethiopia’s independence and security of its people
was at stake., The fascist regime of Mussolini had
brutally massacred thousands of defenceless civi-
lians of Addis Abeba at Sidist Kilo in an attempt
to terrorize and subdue them, The gallant victims
of this cold-blooded genocide were indeed the true
sons and daughters of Ethiopia who shed their blood
to rescue their motherland from fascist tyranny and
oppression., It was an historical obligation., It was
an obligation for them to die for freedom, It was
an obligation for them to resist FASCISM even though
they were defenceless. Truly enough Ethiopia’s 1i-
beration from Nussolini’s fascism was won by the
blood of these martyrs.

Yes., History repeats itself. 34 years later, on
December 29, 1969 Sidist Kilo became once again the
scene of aznother brutal, cowardly and ‘cold blooded
massacre of a defenceless and peaceful student body
which claimed the lives of over ten students and
seriously injured over 157. The crime of the victims:
again for attempting to expose a much worse type of
fascism masquerading as e national government -

for echoing the needs and aspirations of the over-
exploited and dehumanized workers and peasants of
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BEthiopia. With %he blood of these students the
struggle to liberate Ethiopia from the present fa-
scist government is triggered.

These two cold blooded incidents may appear on the
surface to be dissimilar and of different magnitude.
But, nay, they are both fascism in action. Both are
exeeuted by fascists who, lacking acceptance from
the messes, have to resort to naked and cowardly
military action on defenceless civilians., Both acts
of fascism were unleashed on a gallant civilian po-
pulation prepared to fight fascism empty-hended and
die rather than submit to tyranny, ;

Needless to say, the only difference was that the
former was carried out by a foreign govermment and
the latter by an indigenous feudal fasecist govern-
ment waving a national flag, But nay, fascism and
tyranny be they foreign or national are always the
same, for the government is thers without the wish
of the people and thus has to resort to naked force
to stay in power. This in short is the contradiction
of our "independence"™ and the necessity of our
struggle for a genuine liberation.

Neither the cold-blooded murder of Tilahun Gizaw on
the evening of the 28th of December nor the massacre
on the 29th were accidents. There is ample evidence
to prove that the incidents were pre-planned and
pre-meditated. The avalanche of the distorted edi-
torials of the govermment newspapers attacking and
threatening students were the prelude to the trage-
dies that followed, In their propagandas the said
dailies were attempting to prepare the public for
the bloody and tragic massacre, In 1ts editorial
dated Hidar 22, YeEthiopia Dimts, threatemned "If
they /the students/... try to plot to destroy what
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has been in existence for thousands of years in
Rthiopia, the law can take care of them," The Ethi-
opian Herald, in an editorial dated December 13,
1969, summed up clearly what the rest have hitherto
been hinting: "And the authorities concerned cannot
for long manifest mercy ... Last week ‘s suspension
of the student publication 4s a step in the right
direction., That step must be followed to its logi-
cal conclusion,™

The above are only samples from the well known and
continuous assaults of the government newspapers.
Yet, neither the assaults in the papers nor the ban-
ning of "STRUGGLE" provoked the students to any
action; namely protests, riots and generally a cri-
sis in which the goverrnment was definitely planning
to eliminate the militant sons and daughters of
Ethiopia.

The bloody affair, in which the hands of the govern-
ment were deeply soaked on December 29, 1969, was
what it was alluding to in its papers - the law can
take care of them; the government cannot give a
silent consent t0...; the govermment will take the
necessary actions; that step mist be followed to

its logical conclusion etcC... A4S it was obvious to
the over 25,000 students present, execution prece-
ded the law, The governmment broke the silence of the
students by an avalanche of bullets; the "necessary
action" of the fascist government was %o meim and
kill hundreds of students who came to pay their last
tribute to their leader who fell on the battleground
of duty. And the "logical conclusion" was to be the
senseless and cold-blooded messacre inflicted on the
peaceful bystanders.

The evidence proving the premidation of the massacre
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is not limited to the foregoing, At about the same
time when Tilahun Gizaw was murdered, another attempt
was made on a worker, who, the government contended
once, was a university student and at another time,
was said to be a high school student. In addition,
the government claimed that the two incidents wexe
mndertaken by students, Tilabun, acecording o the
government, was accompanied by two of his friends.
The motive of this statement 1s too transparent and
to0 cheap, By such false statements, the govermment
wanted us to believe that "conflicts™ which it claimed
had existed among the students, led to tThe two inw
cidents, Of course, the government is caugh® in the
mires of its own contradictory statements, Its owm
version of the story goes that the killing was comw
mitted by a pistol, from a distance, from the back
and in the dark, Who could be such a shot? A civi-
lian? Or some government agent irained in the art
of shooting? Too many people know that he was a-
cecompanied by his sister and brother to be cheated
by the distoried version. Of course, the govern-
ment concocted these lies so that the whole matier
assumes sowe "logical" pattern of its own choosing,
The aim of the government is twofolds : 1, to wash
its hands off from the crimes it committed and more
important 2., to incrimate some innocent students,
To avoid witnesses, it is also intending to elimi-
nate Tilahun’s brother and sister, Yet, it over-
looked the fact that the oppressed masses do not
need any witnesses; they themselves are victims of
its atrocities.

We have seen that the massacre which took a heavy
toll of the student population was preplanned and
premeditated by this degenerate fascist government
- 8 government whose days of existence are numbered,
a government that can govern only by violence for
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the remaining days of its life,

The incident in brief :

On Monday, December 29, 1969, over 25,000 students
from all the schools of Addis Abeba came to join
their brothers at the main campus in order to pay
their homage to the assassinated hero, Tilahun Gizaw,
the late president of the Ethiopian University Stu-—
dents Union of Addis Abeba (USUAA), The presence of
such a large crowd around the body of a great ard
principled man could not be tolerated by the black
fascists of Africa. Policemsn and Body Guards wea-
ring helmets and armed for war immediately surroun-
ded the University campus and closed all the gates
the sympathetic public from coming in, In fact, the
public was kept a long distance away and all roads
leading to the campue were blocked thercafter,

At about 1:30 p.nm., a reinforcement of six truck-
loads of the Guards of the "sacred" body of the
Emperor entered the campus in full baitledress carry-
ing samples of all their up-to-date weapons. One of
their Generals informed the students that they had
come to take the body of Tilshun to his "family“,
Ironically enougzh the dispossessed members of Tila-
hun’s family were in the campus with the other
mourners. The sc-called "family" which claimed the
body, however, never cared to see him during his
lifetime and had even rejected him because of his
clear and open condemnation of thelr feudalism and
all that it represented, This so-called family was
certainly pleased to hear the news of his "unfor-
tunate" fate.

Nevertheless, the students agreed to accompany the

remains of Tilahun to his "family“s" house after
some negotiations and lined up for the procession.
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It is at this time that the bloodthirsty Body Guards
made a charge with bayonets and shawered an avalanche
of bullets on those defenceless children of Ethiopia.
Gunfire roared all over the ecampus - in the fields
and inside the buildings. Those defenceless students
fell in the trenches, were thrown out of the windows,
were roclled down stairs and gunned ageinst walls,
That was how the "step" was "followed to its logical
conclusion." Too bad! Principles cannot be massacred.,

All this while the highranking police and Body Guard
officials where chatting as if nothing were going

on. They had no reason to feel tense or sad, They
were well aware of the fact that the sons and dangh-
ters of the patricians were far away in foreign lands,
To them it could not have been any more a worry since
the victims of their planned massacre were only the
children of the down-trodden masses who are a "mui~
sance”, in any case, and better off dead than alive;
for they are the real threat to the fascist rulers

of Ethiopia, and no one can know this fact better
than these officials,

Though total casualities are not yet certain, so

far ten students are known to have been killed and
157 seriously wounded.

In a country where the law explicitly declares that
at least funeral processions can take place with-
out any permit from the government, it has been
clearly shown that mourners can be massacred at:
sight by trained gunmen, This should not be surpri-
sing., All diehard constitutionalists must understand
once and for all that Ethiopiaz is a country where
the people are ruled not by concent, but by "blood
and steel", It must be clearly understcod that the
lives of thedr dogs mean much more to our faseist

- 43 -



rulers than the lives of any number of the masses
or their children., In a ountry where it takes years
to sign a slip for the s mplest transaction, the
Sidist Kilo Massacre of Jecember 1969 was carried
out in a twinkling of a:. eye.

For meny years now the Ethiopian students have been
active in the struggle against feudal fascism in
Ethiopia., And the struggle waged under an oppressive
and unbearable circumstance has not been, by any
means, an easy one, Students have been expelled,
imprisoned, tortured and now openly assassinated

and massacred, It has not been an isolated struggle
though. The Ethiopian students in Burope, the U.,S.A.,
the Middle East etc... have also joined in., Other
true sons of Ethiopia like the great resistence
leader Takele Wolde Hawariat were brutally murdered
for the cause of the Ethiopian people., Peasants in
the provinces of Bale, Arussi, Gojjam and Eritrec
are waging war to halt a crude genocide by the feu-
dal fascist government., Workers have been staging
demonstrations and strikes, and union leaders have
been physically eliminated under mysterious circum-
stances, Intellectuals and leaders of peasant revolts
and progressive army officials like Germame Newsay,
Belay Zelleke and Mengistu Neway, to mention only

a few, have been publiecly hanged, Over 47 Ethiopians
like Taddesse Birru and FKamo Mezemir have been fal-
sely accused and condemmed to torture and imprison-
ment, In short, however hard and expensive it may
be, the struggle towards the true liberation of
Ethiopia is certainly gathering momentum every day.
That is why the massacre should be taken as part

of the overall struggle of the Ethiopian people against

the obsolete feudal oppression.

To recapitulate, the true sons and daughters of

s R

Ethiopia from all walks of life : intellectuals,
workers, students, peasants and even some progressive
army people have given their lives for the true li-
beration of Ethiopia. And the feudal fasecist govern-~
ment, in an attempt to perpetuate itself, is despe~
rately resorting to the most cowardly and naked re-
pressive action,

Herein lies the challenge and the eall of duty. For
how long are we to let our motherland be the island
of terror and repression and the disgrace of the
Third World? For how long can we endure such shame-
ful rate of development with 96% illiteracy and
"enjoying" the lowest income per capita in the world?
For how Iong can we let our 25 million people be the
permanent ‘slaves of a handful of lendlords and war-
lords? For how long can we let our hard won indepen-
dence be bargained with foreign capitalist - impe~
rialists who infest all spheres of Ethiopia’s eco-
nomy and social life? For how long can we let the
land of Tewodros, Takele and Germane be a meo-colo-
nialist base ruled by terror and massacre ?

Nay, the challenge is there., Let us stop turning
our backs to the reality and start to face it. The
struggle is between the oppressed and the oppressor,
between millions of exploited and a handful of ex-
ploiters, between those who aspire to be liberated
and carry our motherland to progress and those who
desperately fight to choke the consciousness of the

people in order to exploit the labour and wealth of
the country,

Yes - the challenge is there indeed, There is no
alternative, One either joins the oppressed or the
oppressor. There is no middle way. There is no mi-
racle #aking place. The oppressed have reached the
limits of endurance. ‘
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History demands that we pay heed to our hungry,
jlliterate and over-exploited people. Consciousness
demands that we forget our personal interests a n d
fight alongside our people. Morality demands that we
die aldkside truth and justice, Wherever: there is
exploitation and oppression there should always be
resistance and struggle. By struggling for the noble
cause of our people and shedding our blood with them,
we have done our historic duty: to make Ethiopia a
better place to live in for the coming generation,

Let us realise once and for all that there is no
room for such treacherous silence amidst oppression
and exploitation., The death of Tilahun and his ten
compatriot. students has set the stone rolling and it
ig the duty of all comscientious Ethiopians to join
the struggle against oppression and tyranny and help
build a new Ethiopia based on justice and equality.
Let us rally to the call of our people.
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