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18th., August, 1969 .
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Dear Comarades,
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Hardly noticed by any of the democratic fo-
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reces in the world a fascist type dictatorship rei-
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gns in Ethiopia today. The reactionary feudal re -
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gime day by day continues to add to its already
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numerous criminal acts against innocent people and
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4440 -

struggles to strengthen its ruthless grip on its
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police state. Its recent history is the story of

g

L, L %4

" pacification " programmes and of futile efforts

WS VAN

to convince the working population that its syste-

matic sell-out of the country to World Imperieli-

sm is in fact a development programme.

The Ethiopian economy is a feudal economy

LN USTLLR 40

distorted by the methodical penetration of Imperi-

alism. Over 90% of the land is owned by powerful

feudal barons and the Imperial family. They weld

WSITTVYAN34-LLNY

extensive political power unparalleled by any cou-
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ntry in the world, the peasants are obliged to pay
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by law over 75% of their produce on land. The fe- .

udal chiefs can exhort all their impositions by
the application of torture and other means of co-
ercion which is easily available from the police
force, military and paramilitary units. The ge -
neral health of the population - i.e., of the la-
bouring masses -~ is in the worst of conditi;ns .
They are victims of all kinds of parasite disea-
ses, tubercluosis, leprosy, venereal disease etc.
Such is the general state of affairs that there
is hardly any country in the world which houses

a population living in such downgraded misery and
periodic starvation. As a result of these there
have been many heroic peasant uprisings in viole-
nt protest of the feudal system of ownership and

appropriation. At present there are many peasant

‘armed struggles in at least five provinces in the

country. The provinces of Bale, Gojjam, Sidamo ,

and Eritrea - which are the scenes c¢f the armed

-2l =

struggle are under a brutal militery administration.
Many villages continue to be indiscriminately bombe-

d, innocent people are tortured and put to jail.

The conditions of workers is terrible and
miserable. The streets of all the big towns are
thronged by many potentially resourceful youngste-
rs victimized by a systenm which awards & tiny mino-
rity at the expense of the immeasureable majority.
it is against this background that the cities and
‘towne have in recent years and months been the sce-
ne of pitched battles between the repressive force-
s of the feudal regime and the innocent citizens,
The workers in the factofies have become vigorou-
sly articulate against their very low pay, poor
health conditions and insecurities etc, Workers in
some factories such as in the Bthio-Dutch Sugar
Plantation in Wonji,which has 20,000 workers,has
been forcefully occupied by the workers.

The educational condition of the country is
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no better than the rest. 95% of the population is
1lliterate. The government has declared that it
can afford to take to schools only 500,000 stude-
nts out of a school-age children of 11 million .
This means that it has places for only 5% of the
school-age population. There is one university in
a country of 25 million and has a total of two

thousand students.

The students and intellectuals of the cou- W

ntry thus have been for many years consistently
vociferous in their total opposition of the feudal
regime. The students have come to the conclusion
that nothingcan be attainable wi?hout a basic
structural change in the socio-economic set-up of
the country. The students had demonstrated on ma-
ny occassions against the unjust system of land
ownership, against the proclamation on the Prohi-
bition of Peaceful Demonstrations. They have shown -

their opposition to the cultural aggression by the

-30-

US peacecorps. ( The Peace Corps has its largest
contingent in Ethiopia compared with any other

couritry in the world. )

Particularly beginning from the month of
FPebruary this year and for months on there has
been a general student uprising supported a n d
sympathized by the working maesses. The uprising
was sparked by the fascist murder of a pupil, and
when the students cpposed this cold-blooded murder
the repression became wide spread and schools were
forcefully clocged, tens vere brutally murdered and
hundreds of them are at present undergoing torture.
Some have been sentenced for five and eight years.
Some are in prison on similer charges. The schools
and colleges in the country have been closed from

the month of February and onwards.

The opposition of the Ethiopian students
abroad has been immediate and decisive. They su-

pported the actions of their comarades 2t home and
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fully supported their demands. They expressed this .

v the occupation of the feudal regime’s embassies
in Washington, loscow, Paris, London, Belgrade and
Stockholm in the end of March and the beginning of
July.They had many demonstrations against the

repression in Ethiopia in several countries of the

world,

Recently the feudal regime represented by
Haile-Selassie has reduced itself to a vassal sta-
te of US Imperialism, It shamelessly bargains the
rights of our people, the independence of our cou~-
ntry and conspires-in a global, continental a n d
regional counter-revolulionary manoeuvres. About
two months ago, Haile-Selassie, the tyrant, went
to the United States to bring more guns for the
suppression of our people. Violently angry at this

unique traitorous act in the history of our people,

the Ethiopian Students in North America stormed

the feudal regime’s embassy in protest of the

g A

oppressive regime’s scts, Thereupon, a United
States Police contingent mercilessly attacked the
students, detained them and continues threatning

them with all kinds of criminal charges,

FThe democratic forces in the world should

come to the reality that the feudal regime in

- BEthiopia which is propped and armed by Imperialism

faces the iron determimationm of the people to free

themselves from feudal dominatiom., And to that end

 they have taken up arms to free themselves in the

absence of any genuine alternative to the bonds
fendalism and semi-slavery. This has become parti-
cularly apparent after the declaratiom of the De-
tention Act of April 7th, 1969, According to this
any Ethiopian is liable for any period of detentiomn
dependent upon the discretion of the Minister of
Interior, This is obviously a calculated and despa-
rate effort tostifle the opposition which has gro-

wn to formidable proportions,
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POVERTY, IGNORANCE, DISEASES and OPPRESSION CHARA-
CHTERISE ETHIOPIA TODAY.

1., 98% of the population in Ethiopia are illiterate.

2, More than 60% of the children in Ethiopia die
before the age of 5.

3, Average per capita income is US § 35 per year.

4, Peasants do not own the land they till; the land-
lords’ levy is up to 75% of their crop yield.

5, THE FEUDAL REGIME OF HAILE SELASSIE IS LACKEY TO
US - IMPERIALISM.

THE PECPLE OF ETHIOPIA STRUGGLE AGAINST FEUDALISM
AND IMPERIALISM i

We dedicate ourselves to the efforts to 1li-
berate the Ethiopian masses from a feudo-fascist
dictatorship functioning under the umbrella of

Imperialism,

~We firmly support the struggle of our compa-

triots agaist the reactiomary regime’s oppression

and acts of treason,
- Peasants are conducting armed struggles throughout the

country. They are suppressed by the feudal regime
with bombs and napalm with the direct support of
US- Imperialism, Ethiopia will be another Vietnam,

We strongly support the heroic struggle of

our people to liberate themselves from the joint ;
Workers are resolutely struggling against imperialist

exploitation, Ethiopian students are struggling
throughout the world against the dictatorial regime
of Haile-Oelassie and US-Imperailism, both of which
oppress the Ethiopian peocple,

oppression of feudalism and Imperialism,

We strongly condemn the fascist law under

During the biggest Student Uprising this year
- more than 20 students were killed

operatiom in our country and reaffirm our solid

determination to fight for a democratic Ethiopia, \ - more than 20 were sentenced to prison terms rang-
; ing from 6 monthes to 71/2 years.
' - more than 2000 students were put in concentration
Down with feudalism ! camps.
- all schools and the University were closed and
Down with imperialism ! e 5111 8losed;

Long live the struggle of the Ethiopian people ! ~ Ethiopian students in USA and Burope occupied

The Ethiopian masses will triumph ! their embassies,

. In July,guring Haile Sellasie's pilgrimage to
Washington Ethiopian students in FNerth America
occupied the embassy and destroyed all articles of
propaganda,They forced the dictator to sneak in and
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out of the White House protected by the American
security police.They exposed to the Americen people
the feudalist and imperialist oppression in Ethiopia.
4s a result 25 Ethiopian students have been arrested,
of which 4 are still in prison.

The present popular uprising is only the beginning of
the protracted struggle that. will at the end free
Ethiopia from both FEUDALISM and IMPERIALISM.

THE ETHTIOPTAN MASSES WILL TRIUMPH
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SKANSKA DAGBLADET 19/8-1969 (Extracts)

PHYSICALLY FIT SEWHIOPIAN STUDENTS "PROTEST
MARCHED" LUND TO MALMO

Nearly one hundred Ethiopian students demonstrated -
on Monday against the present conditions in their .

home country. The demonstration was unique in that
they marched all the way, lund to Malmd.
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Apparently there was nothing wrong with the physi-
cal fitness of the young demonstrators who marched
in good style up to the statue of Charles X in the

Storatorget, Malmd,: They expressed by way of songs

and speeches their solidarity with the struggle of
the Ethiopian people, and their dlsgust towards the
regime now ruling the country,es.-----

The march was the culmination of the ESUE~Ethiopi-
an Students Union in Burope — 9th. Congress that
took place in Immd where some 125 delegates were
present....

The purpose of the demonstration was to draw attie-

" ntion to the oppression which, according to the

students, prevails in Ethiopia.... Songs about the
Ethiopian peasants and workers who ® shall win"

were sang by the students, and one of them described
about the oppression of the people by the regime,
about starving children and about tortured people,

A member of Clarté in Tund gave a declaration of
solidarity with the Ethiopian students action....

A KICK AT SWEDEN

Most of the attacks were naturally directed against
the oppression in their home land but Sweden too
got her share with slogans such as " Down with the
Swedish Imperialism" and " Swedish aid supports
Haile Selassie", etc....

Seen from the organisers” side the demonstration,
which was accomplished without any intermezzo, was
probably not a total success., This wag primsrily
because the "message" was delivered in English, amd
and witlout a 1oudspeaker as that. This drawback
was, however, compensated to some extent by the
leaflets distributed to the audience of some hundred

persens_-present.
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SYDSVENSKA DAGBLADET SNALLPOSTEN (5DS) 19/8 1969 age of 5, and that the average income is 175 Swedish

crowns per year,
( Extracts )

PROTEST MARCH LUND - MALMO

DAGENS NYHETER (DN) 19/8 1969
( The biggest morning paper in Sweden )

( Extracts )

Abqut 60 Ethiopian students from some ten differe-
nt countries started on Monday a protes march from
Tund to Stortorget in Malmd to express their indi-
gnation against Haile Selassie’s regime which was
torn open by placards with slogans written in
English, French and Swedish....

PROTEST MARCH AGAINST HAILE SELASSIE

Some 100 Ethiopian students from all over Europe'

The demonstration against Haile Selassie’s - belonging to the Ethiopian Students Umion had
"dictatorial regime” and " US-imperialism" was in R assembled im Lund for a week- long congress. The
conclusion of a week-long congress in Lund organi- congress was concluded with a demonstration marcy
sed by the Ethiopian Students Union in Europe.... of 25 km from Lund to Malmt, The march was exactimg
According to the placards more than 20 students because of the heat., The aim of the 120 participants
were killed in the bigest student uprising, over in making this demonstration was to raise opinion
20 received prison sentences from 6 months to T4 for and give imcreased support to the struggle
years, and more than 2000 were put in concentration which their fellow students im Ethiopia are waging
campS.. .. : against the existing regime.

Haile Selassie is considered as " base " of the The report of the students struggle in Ethiopia
United States in Ethiopia, where its people stru- and its analysis were ome of the topics of discu-
ggle against feudalism and imperialism.... One of ssion at the congress, where the present economic
the 20 placards carried by one of the demonstrators and political conditions of their home land inclu-
in the fore-front was directed against the Swedish ding the role of students in hﬁe future develo-
aid to FEthiopia. pent were also treated. %

i the students has been rather sha-

e meet?ng v Stortoriget Yaich alxucisa s $§Zn23?;:§:§y?fThe demands put forward by the stu-
inqgisitlve DEEPTE e 1nt?od?ced BPe #mory agl— dents concerning the modernisation and liberaslisa-:
[IREChAL SpeBAL h 1ile TORIdyide Jengcmae s Puniug tion of the schools and the university led to

fhe whblgfmarch along ILundavigen~Ustra Forstadsgatan-~ fights in which at least twelve students were
Ostergatan the demomstrators sang war songs, while killed

an advanced group distributed leaflets in Swedish e

where, among other things, it was stated that 98% - 2000 Arrested

of the people in Ethiopia can neither read nor .

write, morz than 60% of the children die before the 2000 siudents were put to prison camps, out of

these 20 were sentenced to prison terms ranging
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one to seven and half years, Schools and higher
instutions of learning were closed. When some timé
ago Haile Selassie went to the United States to
get some money and military help, new student
uprising broke out which continued for three days,
and another 25 students were arrested which are
still being held in prison....

WILL SCHOLARSHIPS BE WITHDRAWN ?

Most of the students in Sweden and the other Euro-
pean countries hold scholarships from the Ethiopian
government or from some funds in the countries they
are studying, The clear stand that the students
have taken against the regime will undoubtly enda-
nger their financial support and thereby the chances
of their study.....

KVELLSPOSTEN 19/8 1969 ( Extracts )

THE LION OF JUDAH GOVERNS WITH AN IRON~HAND

" An independent country for more tham 3000 years ",
say those loayel to the government, " An oppressed
country for more than 3000 years", say the enemies
of the government. It is about the so called the
lion of Judah emperor Haile Selassie’s Ethiopia.
Here Kvillsposten gives the background to the
latest demonstration that took place in Malmd and
Tund.More than 50 Ethiopian students marched from
Iund to Malmbé and expressed thei disgust against
the regime of their country....

The countries main source of revenue is agricu-
lture , but most of the land is un-used. The cou-
ntry is a backward feudal state where a strong
military force is working hard to keep the country’
together,

The demonstration of Monday was an expression of
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solidarity with the people of Ethiopia. A people
where only 5% can read and write and more than 60%
of the children die before the age of 5. The average
imcome is less than 200 Swedish crowns per year

( according to United Nations statistics). The pea-
sants do nmot own the land they till and are obli-
ged to pay more than 75% of their produce to the
landlord.

Ethiopian students all over the world are struggli-
ng against Haile Selassie’s dictatorial regime. The
students uprising in the country this year alone
has claimed over 20 deaths of the students, Many
were sentenced to prison terms of up to 7 years,
and over 2000 thrown into concentration camps.
Shools and the university are still closed. Emba-
ssies in North America and Europe (among them Sto-
ckholm) were occupied by students who demanded
freedom for their fellow country men.

ARBETET  (The Worker) 19/8 1969 ( Extracts)

ETHIOPIA WILL BECOME A NEW VIETNAM - AWAY WITH
THE OPPRESSORS NOW

" Fight, fight - you are the people’s soldier "
With such admonishing words sang some 80 Ethiopian
students as they mardhed on their way from Iund to
Malmd. The demonstration was in protest against

" Haile Selassie’s dictatorial regime and US-
imperialism," The march was conducted at the end
of an eight days long congress in Iund of " Ethio-
pian Students Union," ESUEsseecse

¢ . 208 0 d L 6eid
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Pamphlets discribing the real facts about the

" poverty, ignorance, deseases and oppression which
characterise Ethiopia of today ", were distributed
"to the public during the march,

98% of the population can neither read or write.
More than 60% of the children die before the age
of 5., The average income is about 175 Swedish
crowns per year. The peasants do not own the land
they till - they are forced to pay 75% of their
produce , It is in this " splendour " that the

country’s " democratic " leader Haile Selassie
Bbaskss

SYDSVENSKA DAGBLADET SNALLPOSTEN 12.) 1969
A ( Extracts )

DISSIDENT ETHIOPIANS HOLD CONGRESS IN LUND

" The people of Ethiopia challenge their oppressrs ",
this was written on one of the screems at the
exhibition that was opened in Iund about Ethiopia.
The exhibition in the AP-building is being shown

in connection with the Ethiopian Students Congress
that started this week in Iund.The Congress - the
9th of the Ethiopian Students Union - has 120 parti-
cipants, and it is being held in Sweden for the
first time. The economic and political situations
in Ethiopia will be studied during the week long
congress, The Ethiopian Students Union-ESUE- is a
part of the World-Wide Union of the Ethiopian
Students which also include the corresponding
associationms in North America and in Ethiopia,

ESUE has about 300 membersinRussia, Italy, France, -
Czecoslovakia, England, Sweden, etc.
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STUDENT UPRISING

The informatiom that was handed out by the Congrss
states:

- The students have come to the conclusion that
nothing could be achieved without a fundamental
change in the country’s socie-economic structure.
Especially since last February, a series of distu~
rbances have taken place as a result of general
student uprisings supported by the working masses,

The uprisings were caused by a fascist m?rder of a
pupil, and when the students reacted against this

" cold-blooded murder mamy schools were closed. More

+than ten persons were brutally killed, and hundreds
are now being tortured in prisons.

-~ The feudal lords have developed a political power
wmparalleled by any other country., The peagants are
obliged by law to pay more than 75% of their produce.

- 95% of the population is illiterate.

- Only 500 000 out of the 11 million sch9ol-age
children attend schools, and the only university
in the country can accept 2 000 students out of a
population of 25 million.

The congress in Iund is devoted to "™ the attemp gf
freeing the Ethiopian masses from the feudo-fascist
dictatorship functioning under the protection of
imperialism." -

ARBETET (The Worker) 12/8 1969.

( Extracts )
ETHTOPTAN STUDENTS HOLD A CONGRESS FOR DEMOCRACY
IN THEIR MOTHER - LAND
An Ethiopian has to work the whole day to earn
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2 Swedish crowns and a good many of the people

are unemployed. These are some of the facts that
the Ethiopian Students Union in Europe ( ESUE ),

an organisation of the Ethiopian 7 students in
Europe, is presenting at a congress which is being
held at the Akademiska foreningen, The Congress
which started on Monday has 100 participants, and
its work will be completed on the 17th. of August.
ESUE has already held eight arwul gongresses so far
and it is ten years old....

Recently emperor Haile Selassie visited the United
States. A sister organisation inthe U,S.A. organised
large demonstrations against the emperor and as a
result many students were arrested, In Stockholm
there was a demonstration of solidarity against the
Ethiopian Embassyr ( The demonstration in Sfockholm
was actually against the US-embassy and not against
the Ethiopian Embassy - Editor.)

" Ethiopia is a rich country, but only few may take
advantage of it," say the students at the Congress.
The exhibition in the foyer of AF-building poinmnts

to the anomalous state of things in the country. The
differences in social classes are great and the

land distribution is extremely unjust. The royal
family end the upper class, i.e., the minority, own
90% of the land.
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SURINAAMSE STUDENTEN UNIE

Leiden- Netherlands
August 4, 1969

The Ethiopian Students Union
in Europe

Stockholm

Sweden

Message to the 9th Congress of the E.S.U.E.

Dear Comrades,
We received your invitatiom to attend the 9th
#Znnual Congress of your Unionm, for which we thank

you very much.

Due to the increasing colonialist manoeuvres of

the Dutch government in our country, which requi-
res our utmost attention, we are not able to

attend the congress.

Nevertheless we herewith express our solidarity
with the Ethiopian peasants, workers and students

who struggle against feudalism, neocolonialism and

imperialism.

We are convinced that the Ethiopian people will win.

Long Tive the Victory of the Ethiopian leople i
Long Live the solidarity between the peoples of
Surinam and Ethiopia in their struggle against

imperialism and neocolonialism,

Long Live the 9th Congress of the E.5.U.F.

With fraternal greetings

Vice-pres. Foreign Affaires

I.Elstak

The %thiopian Students Union in Burope
Stockholm
Sverige

Comrades !

Universitetet SF salute the 9th Annual Congress

of the Bthiopian Students in Burope.

We want to express our solidarity with the Ethio-
pian Peoples struggle against feudalisa ani Impe-
rialism, and hope that your analysis /ill lead
you to a correct action in this strv ;gle.

Universitetet SPF
P.0.Box 92, Blindern
0Oslo 3, Norway

Torst in Skarsgird




Nigerian Left Movement
268 Pershore Road
Birmingham 5

England

7/8/69

Message To The 9th Annual Congress Of 'The Ethio-
pian Students Unien In FEurope'

Dear Comrades,

The Nigerian Left Movement sends fraternal greeti-
ngs to our Ethiopian comrades’ meeting in Sweden.
We also take this opportunity to express our soli-
darity with you in your struggle against Imperia -
lism and the allies of Imperialism at home - be
they feudal lords, compradors and reactionaries

in general, It is axiomatic, certainly among all
progressives, that the problems of any part of
Africa are part and parcel of the general problems
of Africa, indeed the third world. No country can
hope to solve its problems in isolation because .
the obstacle against which we all fight is the
same - Imperialism, These imperialists do not,
however, need to be physically present. The ruling
classes in all parts of Africa in meeting their
narrow interests amply serve the interests of
imperialist exploiters, This is the essence of

neo-colonialism, Nationalist phrase-mongering ,
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however soothing to the users of such phrases does
not get to the roots of the problem. It is a game
in which the most shameless exploiters of our peo-
ple can play- and quite skillfully too. The sad
fact that the lot of the masses in Africa since

® injependence® has not improved must be faced.It
is not enough to dismiss everything as neocoloni-
lism, Giving a phenomenon a name does not eradicdte
it any more than giving a disease a name cures it.
Tt could well be that in analysing Imperialism we
have only been too ready to allocate a passive

role to the local allies of Imperialism. It is our
earnest hope that our Ethiopian Comrades shall
address themselves to an analysis of neocolonia-
lism,

'hen it is said that it is the pleoy of ruling cla-
sses to divide the people in order to rule them it
has to be borne inmind that the process of division
does not proceed in an easily perceptible way., One
of the most effective ways for a ruling class to
prolong itself in power is to saw dissension among
the different nationalities in a country. It could
do this by exploiting certain sections of the
country more than others thereby giving the victims
the impression that their true enemies are not the

ruiing classes but the other nationalities., This

o




ploy hampers the development of class-conciousness
among the people, Until there is class-conciousness
the rule of the feudal lords, the bourgeoisie and
the compradors may be shaken but it cannot be
overthrown. We are not going to use the occasion
of sending fraternal greetings as an excuse for
giving a detailed analysis of the nationalities
problem. We do hope, however, that you bear in mind
that the best way to get out of a flooded house is
not to jump into a fire. In your discussiom of the
nationalities problem you must analyse the African
situation seeecscovee

Finally, we must add that however revolutionary
particular student groups may be, students cannot
form the vanguard of any revolution; they could be
detonators and that means they need an explosive,
and for us that explosive remains the masses, Stu-
dents can be bought off with good jobs opulent
living. They can be absorbed by the system but the
only way to ®pacify" the masses is to rid them of
their parlous state,This is an impossible task for
the ruling classes, Only the masses by making a

- revolution canhelp themselves, In your deliberatio-

ns, dear comrades, priority must be given to discu-
ssions on ways of establishing contact with the

struggle of the masses., All power resides in the
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. masses and all students cah do is to fraternise

with them - learning from thém and encouraging them
80 use their powerafdr"their liberation. We of the
Nigerian Left Movement wish your discussioms to be
fruitful, that is, they should make your practice
more effective.

We express our solidarity with you not as outsiders
but as comrades in the same struggle for world
Socialism, Your fight is our fight and our

fight yours however far apart our fronts may be.

Yours fratermally

The Nigerian Left Movement

KOMMUNISTISK UNGDOM
Postadresse:
Boks 3660, Gamlebyen, Oslo I.

The Ethiopian Students Union' in Europe
Iund, Sweden.

Dear Comrades,

Being unébie'to attend the opening session of the
9th, anmual Congress of the Ethiopian Students

Unién in Eurépa, we:send yoﬁvéuf heartily greetings.
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The Commmnist Youth of Norway declare its solida-
rity with the people of Ethiopia in its struggle ~
against feudalism and imperialism, for democracy
in Ethiepia. A

For a liberated amd progressive Ethiopia.

Fraternally yours
Communist Youth of Norway

George Ovessen

chairman -

To the

9th Anmual Congress of the Ethiopian Students
Union in Europe

Dear friends and comrades, ;

US=- imperialism is the common enemy of all oppressed
people in the world, While in Vietnam US-imperiali-
sis openly with weapom in hands suppress the people,

_ they pillage the people in other countries through

domestic reactiomary.-ruling classes,

In Ethiopia, on the one hand the reactionary ruling

class headed by Haile Selassie violently oppress = -
~and pillage the Ethiopian_poople, and on the other
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hand the ruling class completely sell out the
éountry to US-imperialism., That is why the Ethio-
pian people have to carry two heavy burden, one is

imperialism, and the other is feudalism.

In fighting the reactionary ruling class headed by
Haile Selassie the progressive people in Ethiopia
also will deal the US-imperialists heavy blows.
That is why the fight against feudalism in Ethiqgpia
also is a fight against US-imperialism, and we in
the United NFPL-groups in Sweden fully support your
struggle.

We hope that Your Congress will be very successfull

Down with Ethiopian feudelism !
Down with the cormon enemy -~ US imperialism !
Uppsala, August 8th,1969
Ulf Rarlstrom

Chairman of the
United NFL-groups in Sweden

=BT -




International Student's Friendship Club
Zagreb, Tvrtkova 5

Zagreb, 8., VIII 1969

The 9th, Cngress of the ESUE
Lund, Sweden '

Dear Cqmrades,

We are grateful for being invited o attend the
openning session of the 9th Annual Cngress of the
Ethiopian Students Union in Furope. We are very
sorry to inform you that it has not been possible

for us to send a representative, Nevertheless we

ask you to allow us express,in this manner,our good

wishes for a successful congress.

The programme of your Union and the goal of your
struggle is well known to us.We fully share your
opnion and support your struggle for the well

being of your people and the peoples of Africa as

a whole,

We rememberour last meeting here in Zagreb.We
will always co-operate with the struggle of all
progressive forces for the achievement of sociali-

Sil.

Our sincere and friendly greetings.

For International Student's
Priendship Club

Spiro Badurina
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TELEGRAMNMS

. ESUE STOCKHOLM

.~ WISH YOU SUCCESSFUL CONGRESS STOF A ENDRIAS WILL

JOIN CONGRESS AS ESANA REPRESENTATIVE STOP LETS °

. CARRY ON THE STRUGGLE

ESANA

BEOGRAD 14/13W 9/8 1625
ESUE NINTH ANNUAL CONGRESS

YEZETENEGNAW TEKLALAGUBAE WUTET ATGABI INDIHON
LIBAWIMGNOTACHIN NEW
BEBELGRADE YEETYOPYA TEMARIWOCH

ZAGREB 8W 9/8 1724

BESUB NINTH CO:rGRIGS LUND

MELKAY SIBSEBA YARGLACHEHU
ESU YUGOSLAVIA

-59.



STOCKHOLM 53/52W 13/8 1040

ETHIOPIAN STUDENTS UNION IN EUROPE NINTH
ANNUAL CONGRESS

COMRADES WE EXPRESS OUR SUPPORT FOR YOUR FIGHT

" WROCLAW 19% 11/8 1130

- ESUE NINTH CONGRESS LUND

 BE VIAS NATAT IEMEMTAT ATCHALNM MELKAM SBSEBA

N WUTET ENTEBKALEN ESU POLAND
AGAINST FEUDALISM AND SUPPRESSION IN YOUR HOME : R BANT: Y

COUNTRY WE ALSO ' HOPE THAT YOUR CONGRESS WILL
BE A STEP TOWARDS FREEDOM AND DEMCCRACY FOR
YOUR COUNTRY MEN WITH SOCIALIST GREETINGS
SVERIGES SOCIALDEMOKRATISKA STUDENTFORBUND

- MOScouU 22w 11/8 1940

ESUE NINTH CONGRESS LUND
STOCKHOLM 38W 14/8 1253 & _
WISH CONGRESS RADICAL UNITY FIRM STAND STRUGGLE
REGRET NOT YOU GUADOCH SELAM
NAIZGHI KEFLU

ETHIOPIAN STUDENTS UNION IN EUROPE NINTH CONGRESS

WE WISH SUCCESS TO THE ETHIOPIAN PEOPLE IN ITS

STRUGGLE FOR DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS AGAINST

OPPRESSION AND NEOCOLONIALISM STOP SWEDISH SECTION :
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL -
HANS GORAN FRANK  CHAIRMAN |

INGRID LILJA SECRETARY
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SOME OF THE FAR AWAY PLACES WITH CHARMING
NAMES THAT TOURISTS SHOULD VISIT:

ALEM BEKAGNE

the biggest prison in East Africa.

KAGNEW

US strategic military base for “technical” espionage
throughout the world.

ADOLA MINES

where 20 000 men waste away doing forced labor.

- MASSAWA -
important Ethiopian-U S -Israeli naval base for the control
of the Red Sea.; . i i&of
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by Dess Rahmato
Coordinator for Echiopian Student
- Movement, North America

Ethiopia is 2 semi-feudal state,
Roughly 80% of the land is owned by
about 2% of the population. The ruling
class is almost entirely a class of landed
gentry. There are only a few commer-
cial and business interests capable of
competing for power, Economic, poli-
tical and military power is exclusively
in the hands of the feudal aristocracy.
The masses of the people are tenants and

-serfs. They work the land of their over-
lords and give up as much as 75% of
their produce to the latter in return for

“the use of the land.

Poverty And Disease
- Social conditions are extremely
harsh. The Ethiopian masses are truly

: school. There are only 75 hospit-
als in the entire nation, and most of
them are in or near Addis Ababa; the

- average life span of an Ethiopian aduit

is less than 30 years. Approximately 10
million Ethiopians live in malaria infes-
ted areas, and death from malaria alone
.is estimated at 20,000 persons yearly.
Infant mortality is abnormally high;
more than 60% of Ethiopia’s infants die

¥ before the age of one. Disease is ram-

pant, as is malnutrition and hunger.

U.S. Cbntrol

There are no more than 135
industries in the country. All are light
industries and most are very small en-
terprises which turn out consumer it-
ems such as cigarettes, shoes, liquor,
soft drinks, soap, etc. Ninety per
cent of the enterprises are owned by
foreign nationals. Wages are abysmal-
ly low; Ethiopian $1 (equal to U.S.
$.40) is a standard daily wage in
many enterprises, and in some it is
even less.

For many centuries, Ethiopia
has been an independent nation. Since
the early 1950’s, however, she has be-
come part of the American Empire.
The economic stranglehold on Ethiopia

. is very obvious, and the New York Times

i$ quite candid about it: “Ralph

Pearson & Co. operates a $45_
the wrteched of the earth. The per- million mining project...Dozens
«capita income is about $50. Nearly 95%  of American businessmen

of the people are illiterate; about 85% have already discovered
of the school-age children do not go to Ethiopia, from a book:store.
ST2

| $100 million potash mining project,

)M a spice firm to two of the world’s
it oil companies. More than 200
erican companies have agencies in
hopia.” (1/17 / 67)
~ Millions of American dollars have
ed into the country in the form of
i$ and technical and military “aid.”
, U.S. maintains a military and naval
¢ in the country — the largest in Af-
8, and one of the most important of
lerica’s far-flung imperial outposts.

¢ are over 5,000 military personnel
 these bases. Ethiopia’s army, air force
d navy are under the tutelage of the
'S, war machine. Ethiopia has rec-
ved one of the largest Peace Corps-

tingents in the world, and the AFL-
10 has become i:cavily involved in the
try’s incipient labor

movement. . BN :
there is no mechanism through which

_L people’s needs and aspirations are ex-
fessed. Emperor Haile Selassie rules “on
half of God,” and appropriates all the
snelits on behalf of himself and his

. Criticisms of the government, mild
it radical, are not allowed; dissent and
' pression of dissatisfaction are consid-

Mivine rule” are ruthlessly persecuted,
id all supporters are made to undergo
tense humiliations in order to prove
their loyalty. There is no middle or neu-
l position in Ethiopia: one is either

beial system can indeed be called

Emergence of Dissent

Such, in brief, are the features of
feudal oppression in Ethiopia. Since the
early Sixties, however, the spectre of
revolution has come to haunt the auto-
cracy. Workers have staged numerous
strikes in protest of exploitative condi-

' tions, and peasant rebellion is in progress

in the provinces of Gojjam, Eritrea,
Balle and Sidamo.

Student involvement in Ethiopia’s
political life is of recent origin. Until a
few years ago, none but select mem-
bers of the ruling class devoted time to
Ethiopia’s social and political questions.

At the close of 1960, a group of
military officers attempted to depose the
present monarch. They did not succeed
in their objective; but their attempt was
not wholly worthless. Since the abor-
tive coup, a certain degree of politiciz-
ation among many sectors of the popul-

ation has taken place. The most ob-
vious impact has been on University and
high school students. Eight years ago, no
one would have believed that students
would champion the peoples’ cause and

jted treason. Alk opponents of the emiperdr’s

dramatize it in the form of massive demon-
strations. Today, students can paralyze the
capital city (Addis Ababa) by a city-wide
strike and demonstrations, and send

or the government or against it. Ethiopia’s shots of fear into the hearts of the rul-
' " ing class. Within a matter of less than a

=1 3=




Ny Pako o ment was established to cocordinate
w,vim“wu::?oﬁﬁ tﬁm “ the a;:ti‘viﬁés of the various unions. A
gﬁntfy's political arena. It is now edvi- ﬁ 'eadner;;tu;le ':t:::;ﬁif:o::ﬁa -
dent that the ‘present generation of stu-- tions:ﬁg cofmltt:y ' histocy “The :

dents will play a decisive role in the o _ o

gx;aggle of Ethiopia’s laboring masses issue was land reform, the sfogan was

it -Land to the Tiller.
b Ll Ever since then, mass demon- _
ISR  strations have become commonvigthe
Stadent Militancy ' e’gaatiy. The most serious and e -

_ By the early 1960’ , there were  ‘miost massive to date occurred,gn '
about four major Ethiopian student March of this year. University. high
unions - one inside and the rest outside  sehool and elementary 9°h°‘?;1 ;‘“@f'ﬁ"s
the country. Neither the home-based .!h!;iqu}l:ﬁ"n‘:;j}_}}e :0"""3;(“;‘\ ‘;‘ police
union nor the foreign-based (which and the militia for TOOSIRRL R PN -
were: a union in the Middle East.one  month long student strike by all stu-
in Europe and the third in North Anter: den'ts in the country.has' mly S?d the
ica; the lzst two represent about 700 entire school system; this strike is
students each) had been known to be  still in progress. : .
concerned about national political - ‘ Th_e [most oppressed elcment.s m
issues. They were merely organs for  the big cmes-th‘e lump(.an-proletanab _
s ssing loyalty to the regime, and , have thrown their lot with the students:
?:;prt;‘e mist ambitious, stepping-stosfes - The capital city was put under martial

high bureaucratic posts. " law for a few d:inys, and eve.n‘now, hea-
ik e Vily armed soldiers and militiamen pa-
| trol the streets. The demands this time
~were reform of the education systém,
| because the system viciously discrimi-
- nates against children of the labouring
- classes, and expulsion of the Peace
~ 4 Corps, because the Peace Corps is the
*. 4 prime agent of cultural imperialism.
The regime has of course lashed
“£=== } out against the students with all its
N L power. During the most critical period
: s ek of the student revolt (in March) about
~ m:‘fm l;:mme ’ 20 students—one from the Uilivefsity,z"
World Wi EropianStuden Movi.| 5 itk high chootsopien e

by the police; more than a dozer

oL ™




1S and young people have been
eed 1o jail, terms ranging from 3
A years (two members of our'union
feturned to the country gom the .
i carly February have cach been
enced to 7Y% years at hard labour).
than 2.000 students were at one
L in prison for jarticipating in the

port from Cverseas

~ The students’ struggle in Ethio-
has received tull support from the
hopian Student Movement based
seas. Symipathy demounstrations
@ lield in London, Stockholm. Pa-
Moscow, Bonn, Belgrade,
| Washington, D.C. in late March.
eurly July. the North American wing
the Ethiopian Student Movement
tried out a series of confrontations
ashington on the occasion of Haile
i ic's visit to the US. A total of 25
¢ arrested: 14 of these have been
Wrged with burglary and vandalism:
0 of these is threatened with depor-
tion. a punishuent which Yankee
pperialism may mete out to all those
e
wolved.

ard Movement Created

- Students in Ethiopia will play o
erucial role in the people’s struggle for
liberation. |t was in recognition of this

apo. The history of the country doces

faet that the World Wide Ethiopian Stu
dent Mavement was formed a few years

not include organized nationwide rey-
olutionary struggle. There has never
been. nor is there today . a political ma-
chinery - a vanguard movement. if vou
will - capable of mobilizing the labor-
ing masses aganst feudal oppression
The Ethiopian ruling
class maintains itself in
power through a combina-
tion of violent repression and
ideological indoctrination; the
former is carried out by a 40,000
man army and an equally large
police force, the latter by the Coptic
Church. The Church is a very pow-
erful political and economic force in
the country; an estimated 30% of the

New York land is under its control. It teaches the
values of docility and blind obedience.
No one can question its authority and

its doctrines, for to do so will
mean immediate excommuni-
cation — a punishment most
dreaded by its followers.
There are no political
parties in Ethiopia — not
even rubber-stamp ones.
This kind of machinery has to be creat-
ed now, and swudents will have a great
influence in its baptism. However, stu-
dents by themselyes will not carry out a
revolution.

‘[}tere are nof.more than five
thousand University students in the
country; their actual power is therefore
limited. Compared with the govern-
ment’s, their strength is miniscule.
They have no weapons, no means of




J

"a‘i«'srupting the system, for long duration.

Their only weapon is mass demonstra-
tion; their only power is the power of
ideas—ideas that &ill sooner or later
be implanted igf the labouring masses.
It will be theseople of Ethiopia—the
peasants, whrkers and progressive na-
tionalists—who will carry out the revo-
lution. The students’ role is to provide
the #park that will eventually light the
prairie fire.
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