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But the Party cannet be only an advanced detachment. It
maust at the same time be a detachment of the class,_part
of the class, clesely bound uvup with it by all the {Titres of
its being. The distinction between the actvanced detachment
and the rest of the working class, between Party members and
non-Party people, cannct disappear until clesses disappear;
it will exist as long ns the ranks of the proletariat conti-
nue to be replenished with former members of other slasses,
as long as the working class ns a whole is not in a pésétinn
to rise to the level of tneﬁﬂx%ﬁéﬁﬁent. It the Party wonld

cease to be a poarty if this distinction develnped into a pa

Af the Yarty turned in on 1xeelf snd heeame divorced from

the non-Party masses, The Farty cannot lend the clamgs 41 it

is_not connected with the non-Tarty mass<es, if there is no

bond bestwenn the Party and the non~Party masses, 3f these

masses do not accept its lesdership, if the Party eriovs no

moral and political credit smong the masses, {Stalin in

The Foundations of Leninism)
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In its struggle for power the proletariant has no other
weapon but orpganisation, Disunited by the rule of anarehic
competition in the bourgeois world, ground down by feorced
iabour for capital, constantly thrust back to the flower dep-
ths” of utter destitution, savagery, and dezeneration, the
preletariat can, and ineviiably wili, becowms an dinvincible
force only through its ideolegical unification en the prinete
ples of Marxism being reinforced by the material wnity of
organisation, ;hich wolds millionns of toilleors inteo an army
of the working class, Neither the senile rule of the Rusgian
autocracy nor the senescent rule of internmtional capital

willl be sble to withstand this Aarmyv,
\Lenin in tne Step forward.;i
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"The point is to propose all sorts of political parties along
nll sorts of social formation is incorvect,To enjoin,proqros -
sives to do propaganda for these organizations is to liguidate

the party of the proletariét.pure and simple.'(Combat,p.SO)
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"Msrxists NIEVER orgaifize people accirding to their classes,

nationality and religion;.."( 'Proletaeiat’(!!)p.20(Emphasi§
M
in origional,bracket is ours!)
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peasantry appart?Has the Chinese Communist Party ever organi-
zed a sinecle nationalit. according to its nationality?(ibidﬁb
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"o are absclutely oppossd to the mixing and merging of heterw
oreneous class elements and heterogeneous parties,Ve held
that for the purpese of insurrection Soelal: Democrncy should
give an impetus to all revolutionary democracx,should help it
all organize,should mareh shonlder to shoulder with it,but
without merging with it,...“(Lenin,Colleétsd Works,Vol,91p,.238)
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"Cemmunicts must actively help the peoples of all the minority
nationalitiea #o fight for it{Right of Nations to Self-doter -
mination—G.A Jand help the,...to £ight for their political
and cultural emencipationn and develeopment and to establish
their own armies. which will safeguard the peoples’ interest?
(Mao tse -Toung,Selected Works;Vol.3 p,.256,Cmphasis ours)
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*The oppressed classes and nationalities and the oppressed
moaslem religion,the oppressed women and nll oppressed Fthine

pian social groups must(!!!)organized” /e R14T 1% 0Ny nraenn
2H z{ﬁut; (DQ],QG"i o7 “This is not just an ‘error' comrades,it a

calculated sabotage against the Ethiopisn Revolution."('?rol.p.:l)
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*But. the period: is how to organize the Ethiopian people in the
broadest possible scale for ihe revolution against imperialism
and feudalism,That is to say,to orgenize the masses on this mih-
imum democrytie program and also to orpganize the leadere on botb
the minimum and the maximm program,"{Combat,p.75_76)

Marxists NEVER oréanize people according te their classes,natio-
nality or relgion,but recruit advanced clements to: the party add
integrate with the masses while making a united front with demo~
cratic forces who would agree with the minimum progrénme of the
proletariat,This was how all the past revolutions were organie
zed,. " ('Proletariat',p.20)
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*Once again the problem is J st the organization of thﬁ?%q,
. ) iden
social groups,which class organizes them, under whose _ they

fall, the ideology of thé prolatariat ox the ideology of
the bourgecoisie,these are the questions to be realized,”

NAT QR 9 24 M ST @2AFS ANZ 4NN NEAR NCHRE CA
84 GAR AL ADA NAFA SC R0 9134 19C SNLAT InCIN T A
CPTLIANY LTIATIY @ 318 20 ANC::AAA AphLth LITATY SNLATBTAN
18 CAB+ 9AP MC @QLEF FRRFATIY NABAAHPS MNP T4 JAHP A T4Y
AR TP AT 94A99 @20TS PANZ AN NEAF NBITNE ANZ 4NN TS
ANY LTIATY NeTF NAGRTA AL2ARNTAHY LlIATY ® 319 U0 $8
1 1INC ATA QIS AZRAR RmLBT 9HASP CA B4 GARGC PHASE TN

SATO @20FC ANL NN NEAT I NNLAT NAUIP AR2A2NTLTAANGIY
TARC PUIToeM W AU NANAAR Aphsth TATTY PRS0 NG hOHRY
A 2L 4O AT e oNTS AN 4NN NEAP LMSAHP G AP TS SAMP A

————‘—A‘

z2,,
e gt CROHRE CA R4 9AR ML ARGGS sU ST ®LAT AP eLd. WOh
0in Ch34 BAF NARE $AAFAEHEL JO £ 00T ANEM2DL% ®IF ALAIDS -

T

ARIEEE TIAC GNT RIZTAAT H2U7 AiLe 00 08F hIgUAL N i

C NGhA SLERIFTD AGHE YT SANLA AU AATIDY ®RLEFTOY $THA::

CTCAFL SR PRATIR YT ALATO K oM NAMA £TAC N4EART 42 NASY
T nnFeCe: '

26 AL SATEIE NS NCET/APAA 00nf] TMoroen/
@41 No HE FOHELY LT Nedha SCHRE JU+ 21TnfA:inHiR §
G @ONTS WANL ANl NEAT OGEIT/ JC 4375 AHAL POBAT/RATnaa s 2
AR¢ MHEL @2 N1 42¢BFTANT FI2 @ 2T WAL N NEAT (REe
% oHme FYREE TG0 ASGRFTRIHUY AANSYT gl GNT nds
AGT BEATC WML NN NEAT NTARET ne #4718 NALP ARRLET he-
LA AT 1IME 98P RNR NG hFR TR AG Y R2TAG::

ARM $AL JUATNALY TH ang{mgn 1C 4OAAHPAS AR T
L2MHPY MRFNA T @EATS AL AND REAF A BAITASHUP 024
NALmeds FANZIT 0L MEAD AMHATFY gt NRRLIG 786 AN +7¢h
AATH AITE 2R FTONE FIATRY B0She T DAY R 9 LJIATY %0 %
2943T N2 KA %Y AANTY ATAATIIBUT YAL 4T o THO De® @ A
NoFe ASCASF AOCSNY MU AR NHU SIATIEE AR DRI% AZRCINP::

ANY GRS R4 FF 1S § C FDHEL 0T/ ShHE @4 3TC an
Afm/muu 247 @OAT WRLEF @l LaG P/ mANP & $4 TR U
QU Rm¢E 0244 A 10/ RNARLE TN A ¥R :20% Nif
94nt0 NRA OCHAT Mn*r::au-s'n.qz AR 164622 0HRE @D NhnC 4
D5 hon hNC 40 %A 0 hn2 4 hm$AR Aphéth P IPT AYCR ALk
NF 998416 820 NoUs ATFR °*0HRE OFF* AACWIR::fdphien R
827 ¥4 CHEL hhnC 406 o hnl 4 9%A o0 BY &Nt 244 ) 7D
AIHE AIASTH NARLATTAHY 114 @4 143 ABH PATADR NI0H hNCH
06 hRAC 4D 9nAM NHU AJHE AHY o 3270 A4S A 2IH 02 gn ?0

TIC ER YT oUW T GCHAC JCLHTR AL P RAY it SRR ATOR, /N v e




B

T T

NASED OAGLT S e s AUOL €74 T M G e e

B
e’ s

CfiAc Tt BTE THU =BT D173 £ BAT RIRUY AIRMTR

BUAY PO PR 0 QNS TAOLANN KEAF B2L% (RADD

PA e NIACRET ANLELTY AVAU NUY 4TI W BRARA 2h54:: fim g

AT RA 9 AHA AN GFT AN SN OR4Y NBLBBNY U WK A
Hes o d0® FA% P RELPA:: 247179 B80T AQNKNC AT A2U1 09
4% fnlo @5 MATY AGDRF HM e ind ANLAT MUY $RA:i:n AL
W AT R7AG Q0 nm NNT A G IR Amded YEEFIAGY ALT T N R
6F QU OFFT AVAUR SAR AGYS ¥ 38AT NAR T4 9RN T A R427¢
®AT ALFF NRMYAMNE H M @ ot AN Sk @b dS he TR Pnan
KOLATL Ught:

AAHUE TAGCT PRY QRS 54 8F AUACT 087 i A< T AT
TANG 4T 2476 AT 0OT0- @TAY ABACT AU RARYLPF 0

“In the muldtiplicity of parties there is the fullest possibili.
ty for the danger of g feascist psrty appearing on the scenel

{North Africa, p. 25) .
They are saying the organisation of nationalities according te

idsntity 7 because you agitate fovimany, organisations - is
A MUST !,,, Is that why you have not epposed the military  junta?
Because it has orgonised the fasciat pgtty-b_ourgeois ?
{Proi. p. 21)
eEms § 10 BUN SA2RA LIIAMIE R 100 P T 40T 41D
$FP 20L0A hBA SC ¥ NUITLANMT enAm U04%Y OHR(S oAt
TA APOA ALG 05 TAMAY 14 MM NCCT asn:sUA R 19CTAG
2 4% ¢2p T LAY PENT AR REEY a0 FTE MIAG 224% RAGN
BN 6 Ne S0P WFIAME PRI PG 4TAR 1D OREAY ECT AR A S AHAT
TNYVA2LL% NADRD 8¢ APNA Y ATE 9RANG PRI T A € TO: I ACAP |
CCRBYAPF ANARLL% ABCCAAI RGP CATAFE ATALLL%S 10 FAS AT :
AN YI0T AHD MAHFT HUET L% AT PRRLRTATRL% hA PR
ML L™ MARRAATU T AL T CFU AN AW N 94REE
§ Th:: QADCT AUNC UAR RRLEBNA e AQLETO NATL N4 a0
ARRED BT wREET R NN HCAET §A LW YN ) 9AHN oA
$REBA PRA T ZALNFUY H04::RCH 9AAA0 92 4% ANN AP HNFU

ALDA WA AMRLEET PUFIA AT hIOCAATAINLLLTIALY BUAY
7 b 133
€Y 1Y *ECH* AMEATU ATA AYAU N 4AC:: ¢t 200 NN A @A IR e 2ERY 2TCN 24

*The political organisation of the bourgeois is the best ltiuﬁzlua taD AHN @j’ﬂl?ﬁ' ?Mﬂf L A,n v 6> Whéﬁ? M1 §t
to the definitive shaping of a socialist workers' party" A U 10 RENA PF LAF B4T4A::nHU AGE AHAE RANT i
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Lt is thersfore necessary nal:

a) the differnt oppressed classes be organized

for the struggle against feudaliem and imperie-

b) the working class be sepavately ang independently
organized. Cur union puts special emphasis on the
organization of the political party of the working

class.

Our union rejects the opportunist thesis that we
have got to call only £for the political organization of the
working class. This is because:

&) Lt is in tne vitel Intewzt I the working class that
the other oppressed clagses he organived. The working
class cannes reasin passive o7 irdifferent to the
gquestion of the organizaticu‘of the other classes.
in order to be the vanguard of the democratic righus
of the other oppressed classes, win them over as
allies, promote their organization in such a way as
is most favourable to the democratic revolution.

Tn his struggle against the Credoists and Rabocheye
Delo-ists, Lenin peints out that the indifference to
the demands and organization of the other oppressed
classes is tantamount to giving up the hegemony 0%

the proletariat. On the other hand, the organized
struggle of the cthner cppressed classes agalnst feuda-
1ism and imperislism in its turn creates conditions
that promote the organization of the working class
itself.
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“ the worklng ciass alone; s®Y that the proletarian

winy weiil fou ithe svganieation of

party <an sncompass within its ranks the other
oppressed classes toc. This is an extramely dangercusg
noticn, which confuses the difference between pafty,
class and united front. It is our firm bellief that’
the working class be organized separately snd inde-
pendently under the banner of its party. Only through
its independent organization as a class can the prole-
tariat be able to attain hegemony in the democratic

cevolution. The working class must certainly

strive under the leadership of its party to

extend itz influence over ths dther classes snd

win them into the united front under its leader-
ship. The fact that inaividuals from other clLasses
can be members of the working ciass party does not
alter the fact that the working class must be orga-
nized independently. '

Our unicn will struggle to hold high the banner of
revelution and help promote the organizatlon, trugyle and
work its best to raise the politcal conscicusness of the
Ethiopian pecples, Our union will continue to unfiinchingly
pursue the linc of advancing the anti-~imperiglist anti-feuda~
1ist revolution, One part of this is the struggle against
and exposure of the right oppoertunist iine of acher guzoism
and caro-takerism.

(From Tiglachin Zena ,No.1 197%)
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Democracy should give an impetus o all revoluticnary

democracy,should help 1t all to organize,should merch

shoulder to shoulder with it,but without merging

with it,to the baricades Ir the citles,and agalinst
the landlords and the police in the villages.}{Lenin,

Coll.Works,Vol.$ pp.238-9.His emphasis)

The problem of organization is one of the burning guestions
iof the peoples struggle of the current reveluticnary pertod.it is a
3§uestion of the utmost significance for the advancement of the revo-
i lution and builds one of the most important tasks of the present.lt
;La,therefore,»a question that obliges a clear and definitive answer

y from revolutiénaries and a criterion for the se:ioﬁsness the way they
%vhandle their tasks.To cohdescendingly put off this guestion(as the
ré'.cher—guzoists who say that the era of the necessity of organizations
>i {8 outmoded-see Bulletin No.6),to evade this crucial guestion and to
jbeat around the bush,only testifies that one has not learned nor is
";‘willing to learn from the experiences of the February revolutionary

- movement.

The historical setting of the presentation of this question
is the struggle against feudalism and imperialism.The political COn-
tent of this struggle is the struggle for democracy-pecples’ rule.

‘ This struggle for political freedom,is of interest not only to the
%2~ proletariat,but a;so to the other oppressed classes as well,although
#4n varying degrees.Ilt is the commén struggle of the oppressed classes

that can win'political freedom for the entire people,Bﬁt before
*M'grying to answer the guestion how the common struggle of these cla-
Ali-gmes is to be organized, it is imperative that wve give a clear acc-

vifount ‘of the interrelationship between these ciasses in the given

~ revolution and their attitude towards the promotion and advancemnnt

i~




of the revoluiion

The February revolutionary axperiepc e Clearly demonstrated
that, of the oppressed c‘as%es in Ethiopla,it is the working class
the peacantry and the pettywbourgeoisie that constitute the main for-
ces of the revolution.Thus, it 15 only natural that we correspondinaly
éngagé'ourselves primarily with tha problem of the organization of
these classes.,These three classeé - the working class,peasantry and

the petty—bourqeoisie - are the motive forces of the new democratic

revolution.Cf the three the working class is the leading force,where~

as the peasantry mekes up the main force of the revolution.The role

of these classes as motive forces is objectively determined by their

vital interests in the democratic revolution,as shown pelow.

a). The winning of political freedom is of vital importance

to the working class, not in the sense that it therky attains its

‘emancipation,but »%at it creates the rcnditicns necessary for its

struggle for emancipation.The road to socialism is via democracy-all

other roads are either utoplc or reacticnary. v

b). The radical gverthrow of the feudal and imperialist yoke,
thevunleashing of the productive forces and the freest development
of capitalist forms of commodity production and distribution with

its corresvonding superstructure objectively serveéiphe interests of

the petty-bourgeoisie.

In the new democratic revolution,ihe proletariat plays %1

the leading role and the peasantry and the petty-bourgeoisie form i
its reliable alllies.In order that the proletariat be able to success- H

fully carry out the democratic revolution,it is imperative that the L
%

working class win over the peasantry,eétablish the worker-peasant
aliiance,rally the pettyubourgeoisie and other sections of the popu-
vation around the panner of anti-imperialism and anti—feudalism. with #

this =omewhat mepger eXpose,we hope to have showed the inter-relat~ d

ionchip Détwesn vhe different classes and thier attitude towards

the revolution. .
b

The present situat
ER N EL T RIAL L, SR L ¥ 0 . 4 Feaar 5 y
I nt situation in Eihlople i abrarascterized uy the

age e £ 4
'pnu*gan¢zed(spcntaneous}struggles of the diffcrent classes against
]

feudalism znd imperialism.ghe question of organization is on %the
order of the day.That the working class party{although there are
fundsmental differences as to what a working class party is-toc which
we will come back later),has to be created,seems to te generally

accepted.The heart of the controversy raging within the Ethioplan

. 8tudent Movement 1s the question as to whedér the other non-prele

tariat classes also o?ght to be organized for the struggle against
feudallism and imperlalismor not?The acher guzoists answer this gue~
stion in the negatxve or take & passive attitude towards the organ—~
ization of the non-proletariat oppressed classesiwhereas the Ethiop-
ian Students Union in Europe on the other hangd actieely demends the
political aréanization.of these classes in the struggle against feu-
dalism and imper ial ism ."

et auc & our otiltuezs Lo touseds the strugglc of the non
prolwtariat oppressed classes? Are their struggles revoluticnary7YIS!

-

The strugglesof these classes are revolutionary.And *he firmer,more
ner,more

etormine - PR S, .
determined and organised their struggles are conducted,all the more
3 210 . ~ SE | &

better for the democratic revolution. Should one support the efforts

of these classes to be organized in thelr struggle against feudalism
and imperialism? Certainly yes! The more organized these cla;ses
struggle,and thus the more pcwetfullx they strike the enemy,and
weakgn'him- this can only serve the interest Qf the revolutlon and

create .- favourable conditions for the advancement of the strugéle

of the working class and its organization.

"Marxists everywhere support every revolutionar& movement
against the existing social and political order of things."-

"this is a basic tenet of socialism.The content{with its forms diff-
ering according to class and circumstances) and aim of this support

are resgectively:

"M_—___________________________———————::----‘ii.--I-III-------..-..-.________________________________________:j..‘




23t XL;Q J‘\“'n&' Flﬁ Jses,prsh ”LIE!WRX-'Q and Oblii‘-e them Lo pre-

pare themse;ves for struggle.la this respect,for example,the relat-

ionship between the Bolscheviks and the Trudaviks,Osvo&ozhdeniye ets.

is quite instructive.
b)to win them as allies. “Soclal Democracy must act the vanguérd in

the fight for democtaty,and consequently if for no other reason,must

give every support to all democratic elements of the population and

win them as allles"(Lenin,C W. Vol.4,pp.181)

Scienific socialism teaches that socizlists must take an
active role in the democraiic revolution and not to be indifferent
to the struggle and demands of the non-proletariat cppressed classes.
It is the task of revolutionardes to sharpen the demands of these
classes,magnify thelr democratic con tent and spearhead the struggle

for these demands.
"We must go among all classes of the pppulation,as propagan-
dists,as agitators and as organizerSe.. The principal thing
ofcourse is propaganda and agitation jamong all strata of
the peocple.We must also find ways and means of calling meet-
ings of representatives of all social classes that desire to
listen to a democrat- for he is no social democrat who forgets
in practice that 'the communists support every revolutionary
movement’,that we are obiiged for that resson to expound and
erphasize general and democratic tasks befor* the whole peopé
le,withont for a moment concealing our sociallst ronvictions,
He 1s no social democrat who forgets in practice his obliga=-
tion to be ahead of all in raising,accentuating and solving

In Ethibpia, the broad masses hawe raised basic democrgtic

remands and it is the task of every revo;ﬁtionary to sharply formulate

these,rouse the people to struggle for thése democratic rights and
Pake revolutionary use of these rights.The demand for the freedom of
‘rganizations must also be viewed In this respect.We do not déman§

he freedom of o:ganizatiﬁns for the mere sake of demanding it,but in

#rdpr that the people percieve and exercise this right.This is the

|

every general democratic question.® (LeninyWhat is to be done}

&
Vi

Lask mur Aaoher o I *
T nrher guzelats over-~lock. on the one hend

isbey demand the freedom of asganiz&tions for the pecple,while on the
5 . 1

- other han 1
bhend they refuse to call upon the non-proletariat opprosnad

v CLASSe make us
»,S: 28 to make use of this fresdom. Abetter testimony for the bank-

; rupt and reactionary line of acher guzbism can't be found
The resolution of the 14th.Congress of ESUE, which takes int.o

i account the dgmecrgtic character of the movement and the imporative

? atrivings of the different classes to be organized in the strucole
» e struggle

against feudallsm and Imperialism,states,

"7. The present situatlion in our country demands that the )ab-
ouring masses be orcanized.Specially the working class sho-
uld be organized.The oppressed classes and nétionaliéip;
the oppressed moslem religion,the oppressed woman and ;1;
oppressed soclal grodps must organize themselves.

8. Consequently it is the duty of students and intelectuals
te integrate themselves with the labouring masses and hel
them create organizations.As far as our Unicn is concern ei
the content of our propaganda and ocur activities should be:
~to propagate the necessity of the construction .of the |
working class party in the first plade, and along with it
of parties and oreanizations of all other oppres;ed classés
social hroups and nationalities.®

The resolution of the 14th.Congress of ESUE which theoretically

] correctly resolves the problems of organizations has four es»ent al

aspects,which can be summarized as follows.u

1.~ It takes account of a most important task of this period,which
revealed itself as the weakest side of the people's struggie.i.es
the lack of organizations.Thus it has drawn the correct lessons
from the historical experiences of the February Movement.

2.~ The iridespensability of a working class party is duly recognized
end this organization ls given especial emphasis.

s
.

- It calls for_ the political orqanization of the oppressed cthses

and thereby takes into account the broad democratic content of

the sﬁruggle.
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4.0 The ozll fﬁ:>’fg&0i2§kiauﬁ 23 not &uatxact»‘y posed put as
expliciteiy,pcinted out,as a call for the organizad struggle
against feudalism and imper;alism. ' '

v . &s opposed to the political line of ESUE,the political
wisdom of the opportunist wing in our movement consists cof igno}ing
and being indifferent Lo the demands - . . of the nan—p:oietariat
broad masses.As they stated +t,the political organization of the
oppressed classes,apart from that of the working class,is of no cone
cern te them- it is none of their bu siness.If the other oppressed
classes are organized,well and good.1f not,tco bad.{See minutes of
the 14th.Congress of ESUE!)

This preaching of the indifference of the proletariat to
the struggles and demands of the other skruggling oppressed classes,
this passivity towards their organizaiilon,particularly at a time
when the beginnings of pelitical organizations in Ethicpla are being
felt,-can only mean opposing the hegemony of the proletariat.The
proletarict casnet achieve hegemony ln the Zuvazuulﬁﬂ Lf 1t is busy
only with itseld aﬁd ignores the strugole of the other oppressed clas-
sed History is full of examples of such 'wise;cr;szas our acher guzo-
1sts.0ne iz strongly reminded of the economists,wha, during the per-
iod of the building of the Russian Social Democratic Party,soufht to
reduce and narrow the scope of the social democratlc ncmivities in
that they preached ‘ that M%xists ought to exclussively be concerned
with the workers movement.In his struggle against these Economicts
Lenin clearly formulated the task of revolutionaries as foliows:

nThe proletariat must not regard the other classes and parties
as 'cne reactionary mass'.On the contrary,it must take part
in all political and sccial 1ife,support the progressive clsses
and parties against the reactionary classes and parties,support
every revolftionary movement against the existing system,champ-
ion the interest of every oporessed nationality or race, of
gvery parsecuted rallgion,cf tne disfrdtchized sex,etc.”

Trese woros of Lenln Loowe Uox SNUT rand

| of the democratic revelutlons T4 swis century tescs L that Indiife

§ ence to the ztruggle of the nonwpr roletasriat oppressed classes is an'

Loppor tunist principle and is tantamount to giving up

b)

c)

{!he attitude of ESUE to the struggles of the non~proletar&a; democrat
?glasses,and thier strivings to get organized can be summarized as
ifollows; 4

;;;) We cannot be indifferent to the demands of the people for the free-

dom of organization.ﬂoreover,this demand for the right of organic-

ation is not an abstract slogan.lt tepeesents the burning desire

of the people to enter the political arena and it is our 1mnefative

democratic task to call upon the people to fight for this right
and make use of it.

The mope the non-proletariat classes are crganized and thus able
to carry out the struggle more effectively against feudalism and
imperialism;ﬁll the more better for the revolution and for the
proletariat.The struggle of these classes objectively weakens the
common enemy.

We can not be indifferent_to the question of how these classes

are .o be ogrganized, It's our duty to help them Le organized

in a way c¢onducive to the revolutionary struggle, eX. political
peasant organizations instead o simple soonomistic paasent
organizations etc. This is & vaiuabla lesson we learn from the
experiences of the peoples! demncratic countries in Lurope arnd
Asia.

Let us try to concretize our position. In Ethiopia, we find

. the peasantry belng engaged in & bitter struggle against its

feudal overiords. Our attitude towards the peasant’s struggle
would not be condescencing, we would not ignore it nor tell
the peasantry to walt uwtil it's organized by a fub rure marxist

party. On the contrary, we'll endiwage the peatantry in his

the revoulutlon.

ic



strugaie, call upon itg to getb crgenized as to carry out
the struggle more effectively and see it a&s ocur fask to help
promote the peasant’s struggle in every way pessible. Or let
us take the Jimma experience. This glorious and nistoric deed
of the people of Jimma illustrated viyidly the weakest spot of
the peoples' movement - 1ts unorganized character and sponta-
neity. This spontaneity was among the factorg that contributed
to the #£all of the adminstrative éommittee of the city instal-
led by ine people. Here too, we won't neglect the organisational
nesds of the people, but rather activelyvsupport the peoples!
strivings to get organized,

Now let's turn over and deal wilith the abjectians of the ’
acher guoists to the resclution of +ESUE and thelr notions

regerding the gquastion of organisation. But first a couple of

preliminary remarks,?Firstly, the positions we'll now by dea-

1ing with are the expressed cfficials vieﬁs of the ESUNA -
lesdershnip and the "Federationlsts". Secondly, we have consclen-
tiously tried to sift cut the main arguments of the Acher Guzolsts

and not to capatilize on the various foollsh remarks made by

representatives of this line. We hope that the readers are
aware of the difficulty of'this task since we have to do wit
opponents thah-éhdnge theiﬁ positions like gloves. But fortuna-
tely we have the minutes of the 14 Congress of ESUE and the
various publications and documents of Acher Guzoism which
provided us with the materials.

The position taken by the Bulletiﬁ, the’political organ
of Acher Guzoism, to the effect that the "era of the necessity
of organizations is outmoded” we think is extremly dangerous.

and reacticnary. Te talk such nonsense at a time when the

polivical ovyenisatiovns of the Lroad massss are needed
mere than ever is sheer betrayal of the revolution. One of
the favorite arguments of the special emphasis lent £o the
question of organisatlions goes a3 follews: The mighty VrSurge
and mass character of the peoples' struggle has compensated and
made up for the lack of organizatlions! Ko gentlemen, the reverse
is true. The more mightier the movement became, the more it
enguifed wider sections of the peopulation and threw them into
thick of the struggie, the greater was the necesszity of and
the need felt for organizeations. 4
Purthﬁkmore, our acher guzclsts olrject to the ESUE rezc-
lution on organizaiions with the ridiculous argument that it
ipculdes the danger of the orgenisation of a fasclist party.
This is what one would call spineless philistinism. For
a) the ESUE resolution clearly calls upon the copressed

RGN SF ¢ g

classes to get crganized for the struggle agzinst

feudalism and imperialism. Acher Gurolsm reads into
this call the danger of svpporting the oraanlzation

of & fasclst party. Quite sgivéunabie eadiig abi;i;iﬁ;,
GNE WaUe Fay!

p) it only proves thalt there poople (Acher Guzolists) donti
have the slightest idea of the cssence of Faclisism
(éparﬁ from the mere ldea that implles represzion } in
the countries of the third world. In Ethiopia, the
bureaucratic bourgeoisie bullds the social basis of
faschism. This class was (and still is} ofganized
arcund and within the state appartus. It's an oppressor
class and bullds one of the targets of the democrétlc

revolution. We call upon the oppressed classes to get

¥




enised in the siruogle acalnst the bureaucratic caplitallist

Fa3ate]

¢lass, this vector of faschism in Ethicpia. The Acher Guzoists
see in this call the danger of a fascist party being organized.
Indeed freinds, we do talk a different language. One thing for
sure, it vividiy shows how serlous acher guzéish really is
about revolutlori.

We've seen how erronecus and reactionary Acher Guzoism’s
condescending and indifferent attitude to the strivings of
the non-proletarien oppressed classes to get organized is. Acher
Guioism rejects the call for the c:ganiéation of the non-prole-
tarian classes and will exclusively agitate for the organi~
sation of a working class party. It would be worihewhile to
deal with the arguments of Acher Guzolsm in this respect and
its pretty peculiar conceptlon of a working class party. Listen
to this: (The following was 2also by the way, wildly acclaimed
by the ESUNA delegate at the 14th ESUE Congress)

#What's theme a working class party. We ask there

what characteristics dces it there have. Itts anti-
feudal and anti~demccratic. It safequards the interest
of other classes, It means its democratic,., If it's there

democratic party it means that it lines up all the

anti-imperialist and anti-feudalist classes under it.
And it safesuards the interests of all these., 1t embraces
these and- it is not necessary %o view it as the parky

would safequard the interests of the‘working class

apart from those of the other clagsas.”

The above is not?casual remarg} hut carefully worded
position statements fprwarded by the elected representativeé
of Acher_Guzoism during the taperecorded segssions of the Congress.
So after all what Acher Guzolsm wants is a mish-mash erganisation
of the diffirent classes ~ a so~called working class party that

=fequards and protects the interasts of all the democratic

classes. Working class party in name, which in reality an or-

Menshivik litany against which Lenin nad to contend, «ll over

again., We state categorically! the position of Acher Guzoism

"is out and out reactionary. It's only intent is to harness and

exploit the proletariat for the alien class interests of the

petty bourgeoisie/bourgecisie. This oroganizational subservience

and the community of interests between the prietariat and the

other democratic classes can only help keep the working ciass

as_an appendage te the bourgecisie.

We have oft repeated that Acher Guzoism re resents ihe
interests of the class enemies of the working class ~ of the
upwards striving hcurgaciﬁie/petty pourgecisie. Strategiaally;
it demies theneed ©f a long protracted struggle, i.e. pecple's
war -~ the only possible venu for the hegemony of the proletariat.
pPolitically, w%ﬁh its slogan for a caretaker goverment, it eppeals
upon the woxkefé and the laboring masses to help the bourgeol-
sie come to power. Organizationally, it appeals to the commu-
nity of interests between the working class and the other
democratic qlasses and calls for their common organization ~
for the ensl® sment of the working class to the bourgeolsie.

This is the balance of our experiences with Acher Guzoism,

ESUE gives special emphasis to the crgenisation of a
werking class party - 2 party af the proletarian avantgarde -
and to this end the working class must be independently

organized from the other classes. Not community of interests,

but the continual emphasis on the antagonism of the proletarian

interests to those of the other classes of society {we Intently

choose this sharp formulation). During the democratic revolution,

the working class must not forget for a moment, the contradiction

between "its interests and those of its 271les —~ it must constantly

peint it out. The working class must preserve its dndependence

TN T
(=I5 LV S VAW

W
~

i

cwallowad up ny the gevers’ descsrebic movenent.
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Ly in that 1t can maintain 1S organaational, politioal

I3

ind ideclogical independence will the the working ciszss be

¥
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enabled to attein the hegemony of the revolution. Regarding
tne significance of the independent orgenization of the
proletariat, Marx wrote 125 years ago {during the 1843/5Q

'revclutionary paricd) the following!?

apt the present moment, when tne demccratic petty-
bourgeois are averywhere oppressed, they preach in
general unity and reconciljiation to the proletariat,
they offer it their band and striver for the estab-
1ishment of a large opposition party, whicn will
esbrace &Ll shades of opinion in the democratic

party, that is, they strive to entangle the workers

in & party organization in which general social-demo-
cratic phases predominate, renind which thelr special
interesis &re ~oncealed and in which the particular
demands of the proletariat may not be brought forward
for the sake of peloved pesce. Such a union would turn
cut solely to thelr advant age and altogether to the
disadvantage of the prolatariate The proletariat would
igse its whole indenpendent, laboriously achieved
pgsition'and once more sink down to being an aprendage
of official bourgeois democracy. This union must
therefore, be most decisively rejected. (Karl Marx,
radress of the CC to the CL)

e @ W

Finally, we sus up the three different positions

regarding the quéstion of organizatlion current in the Ethiceplan

scenes:

The reactionary position: advocated by the military

coﬁmittee, its iik and like. These elements are opposed to
the oxganiéation of the broad masses andyara actively stri-
ving through different means to stifle the.peoples' struggle.
Their main intent, is to win timeg in order to be able to

consolidate their position and create conditions Favorable

;the rise of pol

# ] g . Iy
‘°1“ti°ﬂ6ry cilasses. The main thye
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ggle and gt the expense of the people.
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opportunist position:e xeptesented by the ESUNA leadershis
L]

pher guzoists and petty-bourgeois revolutionists.This tendency is
, acterized by its inability to grasp thé socic~economic a;d'
Elitical content of the present struggle and therby falls in gross
grors. From the prem%ses of an abstract counterposition between tAQ
le and tRelr oppressors,this tendency reaches the conclusion
“nt what the peoples of Ethiopia need L5 & single palitical pafty
t encompasses all the oppressed classes,i.e.,tﬁe people,This i '
roneous in two respects: . T
8) it overlocks the fact that the notion "pecple™ 1s an abstra
ction - indeed §~historical one- of the different oppre;sed
classes in a given society,and
b} that déring the democratic revoliution, the classes that Cnste
itute the “"people", have antagonistic in%erests,which cannot
be resolved within the framework of a single political org
nization. ” T
{ eover,such an organization ,based on the "community of interests
the differenttoppressed classes " can only mean one thing- *cu
n the proletariat in an appendage of the bourgeoisie. j
; The arguments of this line are borrowszd Z“rom the arscnal
Wf the Menscheviki,who alsc during the 1905 Revolution pronagate;
She organization of a "general All-Russian Opposition"; a ;ommon

aniz '
[-] atioq of the oppressed classes,which would have .meant the

)
i.uing-out of the interests of the working class

b
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1wl the golschaviki,combatted this

Lenin;an

opportunism incessantly

and exposed it thoroughly.

ESUE at
mhe revolutionary position: This position was taken by the

its 14th Congress.NP ape pleased to hear th&.t tlle 1eft“'\"ing Wit}liﬂ

lish
€ELU has taken a similar positicn as evidenced by the eng
uly/Aug.).The recent
editorial of the newspaper ¥

corresponds to this position,although we are

tyeserategna Demts' (J

resclubion of USUAA too,
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democratic revolution.

THE QUESTIUON OF wony A

The organization

Liass

PANLY Lonsuitutes
the primary task of revclutionar vy Marxists in Ethioplia today.This

f‘tlsk is more than ever imperatively actualized by the fundamental
f»problems'of the revolution pesed during
ﬁ .

f-whose solution builds the condition for the progress of the revoloie

the present struggle and

¢ onary struggle.In other words, the further development and progress

Frof ithe present revolutionary struggle is inseparably linked with the

# formation of a proletarian party.As the last issue of Tiglachen Zena

pointed out,the question reform or revelution,can be definiti§€1y
>
decided in favour of the line of revolution only when the proletarian
"party is constituted and leads the struggls.Hehce the impottance we

attribute fg this guestion,

But then what is a proletarian party?Briefly stated

4 . .

the proletarias party is the expressicnof the unity of Marxist-Lenir-
ist theory with ihe working class movement.A proletarian party is the

conscious yector of the;unconscious process -for the emancipation of

the working class.(II Congress of the RSDLP) The unity of these two

moments Marxist thory and the working class movement,forms the prole-

i tarﬂuapagty,

-

"...but theory alsoc becomes a material force as soon as it
has grasped the masses.... As philosophy finds its mater-
ial weepon in the proletariat,sc the proletariat finds
its spiritual weapon in philosophy." (Marx-in 'Contributic:
to the critigue of Hegel's philosophy of right.)

This thought was succinctly expressed by Lenin as he sgid," Without
(;‘revolutienary theory there can be no revolutionary movement,"

' ‘ o Marxists have always viewed it tbeiefore,as orf of their
; lasential tasks to bring about the fusion of theory with the practics
b of the working class movement.Hlsterlcally speaklng,socialist theory

f and the working class movement arise under Qifferent circumstances,

i and ex$st for a given period of fine Lou
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ny side,ihe historigal expariences of the warking clozs movemant

show that the projetariat op its own,can develop only trade unlonist
cpnsciousness,while the theory of socialism is the product of the
dlfferent philoscphical, historical and economic theories elaborated
Iy theveducated representatives of the ruling classes.in Ethiopia
too,wé fimd the study of the socialist theory undertaken by inteli—
ctuals in the form of study circles to a very graat extent indepen~
dent of the working class movement. Therefore,if the working class

in our country is to be conscious of its conditions - if it 1s to be
class conscious - it is necessary that'sqcialist theory be tranamitted
o it from outside via revelutionary Marxists.But before dealing

with this problematic and its resolution within the Ethiopian ¢ nte
ext,let us first try to skestch the historical origing and development

of a proletarian party and attempt to characterife it.

The world proletariat had to first cover 2 long and diff-~
cult journey before it was able. to understand its particular{secti~
onall)class interests in a capitalist society.in the'beginning of
capitalist development,the wogkers had no idea of the causes of their
desperate conditien.They thought that the mascines were the ones res-
gonsiblé for thedr econdmic ruin and their enslavement together with
their wives and children in the prison called fackory.No quder that
the worxers,who at that timé were mostly scattered and not class
consclous, resorted to wrécking mascines and buraing factories down.

With the turn of the 19th.Century,a mass movement

against mas%knes,commonly called the Luddite movement,arése in

England,the leading capitalist natdon of the day.In response,the
English bourgecisie resorted to military action and parlament prom=-
ulgated a law which foresaw capital punishment for the destruction

of masé&nes.Gradually,the working masses of Engladd and of the other

capitalist countries began to realize that not the mascines but

i

ol T,

é{r the cepitalist system waz thelr enuemy.

With the progress of industry,the working class grew
i ically snd became organizationally stronger.The big factories,
W;lame working conditions due to the standardization of norms

. the application of mascinery and the continually rising expl-
Viltion and pauperization of the working class,created the cond-
;on for the gradual union of the ranks of the proletariat and
iﬁto commen acticns.The workers feounded,often illegaliv,orgeni-
1ions for mutual support in the common struggle for tne imprave
; t of their economic and working conditions and for the carying
¢ of strikes.The capitalist factory became a school of disciplire
b organization for the proietariat.

. In the firat half of the 19th.Century,the English prolet-
;15t went for the £irst tim @ independentiy into eaction in the
fena of political struggles.,The Chertisk movement was £he first
;dependant pali£&ca1 apearance of the working cless.The chadists
prried on the struggle for universal sufirage,ann ual election of
lament,etc. for several years,At lts peak,the Charlist movement
® able to mobiliize more than five million workers for its demmmcs,

wever , the english bourgecisie was able to repress this historical

pvement of the preoletariak.

In July 184B,the french proletariat arose aéainst its
geoisie.The July insurrection ended in defeat.This hercic
ising of the french proletariat was drawned in & sea of bloode
Me Charist movement as  well as the July insurrection ended in
;!eat primarily because the working class had still no uniting,
' posefull ahd disciplined party with a clear program - and because
i.le struggles did not set up themselves the task of conguering
‘litical power and build the dictatorship of the proletariat,

The necessity of a party appeared vividly = with the expe-

E . )
jonce of the Paris Commune, On £~ 19:r
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cLiy,mmashed the bourgeclk state maschinery in Paris and in its stead
estaplished popular state organs;whichbemﬁryonicaliy represented the
dictatorship of the proletariat.However,the parisan prolétariat
lacked a well organized,united revolutionary party,that woyld have
been able to lead the masses - to . victorye. The "heaven
stormers” were beaten,because they did not have such a party and

4id not succeed in establishing links with the peasantry.The Commune
was overthrown and oppreésed ~thousands of communards excuted or
tortﬁred to death.

In the course of decades,the struggle of the workers of
single factories,professions and localities transformed itself into
mighty battles - clashes between workers and caplitalists~ encompa-
asing the workers of a whole ccuntryeradually, it became clear
that it was necessary to have a firm,and revolutionary party of
the préletariat with closed rgnks.

The working class movement of every land has its particular—
ities,its own character and eeverywhere assumes different forms.
Neverthelezs,the way of the prcletariat'and the party is every-
where basically the same, ~it is the road of transition from the
single isclated struggles and spontanecus sconomic mass struggles
tovthe conscicus political struggle and the formation of.an iﬁdepe—
ndent political phrty of the working class. Presently,thé Ethiopian
working class finds itsalf along this path too.

ThethStorical transition of the revolutionary movement of
the proletariat from spontanelity ta consciousnesa,Qrganization and
formation of an indepéndent political party dfdn’ ¢ ccéur accidently
or spontaneocusly.It was the result of the conscious unity of the
spontaneous workers movement with revolutionary theorys a unity
which gave the spontaneous movement a clarity of per spective,’

cognition of the historical tasks of the nroletasial and politicd

same O aans

ganizsticn.Iln this tespecht,it iz the grestesi hisc . 2l merit of

x and Engles that they united scientific sociallisw with the
?nontaneaus workers' movement,lending it therby organization and
Bonsciousness. ‘

In countries where the spontaneous workers' movemeni was

} ot able to fuse revelutionary theory,the p;oletariat remained
“,Lthoutgrevclutionary leadership and its movement was weak,opport-
istic and subordinated to the Iinterests of the bpurgeoisie (for
i&nstance,in England).Marx and Engels organized in 1847 the first
*proletarian party;the "Bund der Kommunisten".In 1864 they founded
}the international pargy of the proletariat, the "International

; Working Men Association”.Marxism gave the spontaneous and unorgaﬁn
ized workers's movement the necessary organization and consciousnesse
=bound the two moments into an inseparable whole of the activities

} of revolutionary proletarian partles,

With Lenin we have the proletarian party of the new type,
.= whose elements were born in the struggle against the opportunistic
glhscesses of the worker parties of the Second International.The
;'proletarian party -~ the Bolschévik type -~ is not & mere oppositiod
?party within the framework of capitalist commedity production,i.e.,
! not a reformist party, but a party geared to lead and organize the

}. revolutionary mass struggle, '

f The particularities of a Leninist party can be enumerated as follows:

1)The .working class party is the advanced detachement of the working

‘glass. The party is composed of the most progressive elements of the
woerking class,cf "that 5ection which pushes all others forward” {Marx)
:sIt is the detachment that is best able to represent the genetal inter-
ff-sts of this class and to this end 1s equipped with the knowledge

b of scientific socialism.

izf The party is the general staff,the political leader of the

e% class and the masses.lt is not only the advanced detachment
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soonderance of pesnao-narxiat iiterature

thought in Ethiopia,ls

in thevangla—americem countries,which builds the main theoretical stuff

for & great deal of the Ethiopian left.The theoretical distortion of

Marxism 2 1a ' Monthly Rewlew',or for that matters the New Left Review

and so on have contributed their part of damage 1in- the crystalization

of soclialist thought in Ethiopia.The struggle against the new Leftism

and its variants is an indespensable condition for the victory of
Marxist ideology.

The study of soc¢ialist theory,as already remarked,has been

in Ethiopia to a very great extent under-taken in the form of study

circles.The historical necessity of the existence of such study circles

can be sofight in and derived foom tne conditions of the development of

the working class,which Lenin characterited as follows.

1s something that could onl
workers movement in the country in

demn the old circle spirit-
s ofsthe past

#Undoubtdly, it v he possible in

2 young and immature
question.a. it is not enough to con
its significancé iv the special curcumstance
period must be understocd.The circles were necessary 'in their
day and played a positive role.IN an autocratic state,specci~
ally in the situation created by the whole history of the
russian revolutionary movement, the soclalist workers party
could not deveiop except from those clrcles.And the circles,
ciose knit ,exclusive groups &nitying a very small group of
people and nearly always based on personal friendship,were 2
necessary stage in thé development of socialism and the work-

ers movement in Fussia." (Lenin,C. W, Vol:13,p¢105f

T other words,the existence of study circles is &

typical symptom that accompanies the rise of the workers®

movement~ the process,cf the constitution of the working

class.The insight into the historical necessity of study cir-

cles,however,does in no way nor must serve as their justification.

Although circles have their positive side, their restrictedness,

amatéﬁism,nar'row scope ©of activivy,etc.,are & nindrance to the

development of the workinq ciass movement.The dissolution of the

b !
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On the other hand,the working class AR mum hes

' made a tremendous progress since its appearance on (he ssene & Peéw

s

1
I1decades ago. It has presently reached a stage,where it has CObl‘li-
:tuted as a class and as an independently moving histories)l feree.

| During the February movement,the working clagss stepped Lnso ahe
political scene for the first time as a class,accomplishing & tran=~

7 from single and ;solated struggles to the class struggle in ihl real
i sense of the term,i.e.,class against class. Neverthelass,in due recod-
gnition of this tremendous progress,one can not overlook the fact
that the gthiopian working class will always remain under the tute-
lage qf bourgeois influence as long as it is not indepondently org-
anized undgr the banner of a Marxist party.The historicul experiences
; of the world wotking claess movement sufflciently attest to this fact.
;V;n Germany, for example,the working class remained so long an append-
K age of the bourgeoisie until it was independentiy organized by
F.Lassalle.In China,too,the working class was fcllower of the bourg-
;ooisie,ex. during the 1911 Revolution, untill it was independently

' organized by the Communist Party of China.In Ethiopia,the indepen-

|’ dent organization of the working class under its party is ithe for
most task of revolutionary Marxists and a precondition for the
further advance of the revolution.

The process of building the working class party
would ﬁhen have the following two intertwined aspects. ’
,A,i) The conscious unity of the worker's movement with Marxist'theory
E - the transmission of Marxism to the working class. It is a task‘
i tht can be done with the available propaganda circles.
f %) The conscious fusion,sifting and smelting of the different circles

} in to one unitary whole.

The main content of these inseperable Lask




.,,‘):n‘ —
cryrstalization of as idazoleelicslly mnature,steadfast and disciplined
core of revolutionary Marxists,primarily, from the ranks of the
working class.

v The proletarian avantgarde is ideologically won. Thet is the
~ main thing.Without this prerequisite one cannot even take:
the first step towards victory." (Lenin C.W.Volt31)

Of the three basic perlods in the life span of a pacty
we are in the period cf thef formation of the'vanguafd phalanx,of
-winning over ideologically the avantgarde of.the proletariot ~ and
here is where revolutionary Marxists in Ethiopia have to direct
their attention in this period. They mast concentrate ‘their energy
én the industrial proletariat, that part of the working class which
is most. susceptiblw to socialism, and win over its best elements.
Wwith this task in mind,the way of forming a party assumes clearer
: contures.The way of decfeeing it,of a formdl unity of the various
" available circles and of instdlling party organs'is incorrect and
inexpedient. Rathe:,acoording>to Lenin, to establésh a party'meana‘
to establish and consolidate unity among Marxists,which in its very
nature can not be deckeed,"orvbe brought about by a degision,bsuy
of meeting of representativesjit must be worked for".The establish=
ment and consolidation of unity among Marxists would then meant
a)Tc bring about a solid ideolcgical unity among Marxists, and to

this end create a common literature,i.e. newspapers and periodicala.
b)The development of a‘ socialirt post! - the networks of a newspaper
that will maintain contact with all centers of the movement.
To bring abopg tnigvideologicai unity,which is the’
- basis of the farmation of a working class party in Ethiopia, would
be the task of a revolutionary newspaper A newspaper that would
reflect ‘the different sides of the movement and establish a conne-

ction betweem thése. It is a valuable weapon oOf agitation and

would also help illumine the path forward. Moreover as a forum of
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