


*Tell the people,f.we wre neot strong enouzh to lsunch a rising
and be victoriwmuas in a rising,...lon't cover up ypur weakness
with a belief in miracles.,..Who ever tnlks of (revolutuon,
iiberty and popular representation,without actually working at
tha ladder needa to attai(them),at the uprising to win them,
is dinyr pnd a bumbug,whoe is merely decieving you"(!enin,1905)
elnf . IHLE ®0I0t P94

NHY A8 AEP® ARINATT PC eCnD AGCT AUNE NALD

Gt AAHU §AF ARY4E ANAT ®4 $0 NHIE TR AUST fHmlmtis
FA* ALY AT@NINFE PHENG AR KB VS aZNCTY NAJAT hAL T
PCT ARUST 940mm TENATY WD :

HYNLTFY BU adNC h+0LDLnY K BPC AAhHL 24nT

WLNYY ABYS Y ¥4 BFFIT AR A0 Mean g HY #dNC «0LOC
PAHA MATTY fAMEP  ALON AHN TIA A @URY AeAN Az A §
AS AHAT AMAL MI4 19¢ — WRLRY TPE — NHU AAATS AR Y
®dNC AYARTILY Fl60::

U ®LNC AH niak M EFE +14 AR NR1TnT .OFY
AEYLNTNANK €100 RNC 0 HA5 NEAT HIS +ee it nA7 T+ fHA
A ARIATOH UK HAZTY (06N MO $LF 2 40N ANA T4 &h
NAT ARQG PRINEHT SAN 841 KAt AT @LNCFY NALIAR #7112
e TIAY e 0HEY JC1 ANRATY AT 00 hnC 4 A% A9
NEAF NIZHU ans AAAT eLnCF ne0COC Af0NY WP oty F3 )
AH ASDSN A6 X1ANR APAR AN+ NIRAFA ® J0% AANY: : BUNETED
FHUT ®dNC NBY4IYE 34E ASIAT AN F28 AHND NHU PHGE A
PO gNAS KBYS BINC TTHY AIALL IS KIARRAG f0%a) AANCHY WnC::

A 842 ¥4 enAm KN 852 APUCE o ¥nR 9 AQANT
A $32 ¥4 NAM U T BLRY N 1P AP ::neRed B TP NHU
HLNC 942AA U #EGZFC FI0F 2UY GAR ABYSS THIR ARad 1
ACT NS ®4NC ACIE ACIG TAD nO% 4+ P38 P 9¢3F A2 — Asph
éth s FFTANLD AHN ®R4LEYIC o jn® ® 114 AR — ASHR TATA::
U NeEmé g 2¢F 9ANS Gt M BFE P14 A JALD YRUCY 40::
AU S RLEP G M B2 SALLM A $HIAS 794 OAY §0::

BUP US TNTHLR BU ®LRC AATAT ANA AVFAR::




2
ACTT DHRLS AATA 9100 hnl 40 % § AUNCTTNChT 94 1§ JHN

FC 483 TAANT 2UY #dhC TAD NIRLT & T98FF AL A4l 2H
PA:: 41 17 M40 AHAS AT GRS Aphs h AEAF N2CTH ecaphns h
AIHH A2 SATHN PLES TATY Nen 9P WLALAY/AHE ®4 §FC hiANé
0AY -AHU @dhé T 274 ARAINN AL FF AAFTOY AA®P::h N t+
AT 832 114 Ne TPUCT fatne UM HAZTIC AMTIP A1ONY M

F oAU ROCNATR NARE 9L HAET HLP NHY edhl AR smAM TTAS
¥ §00:

AYHU PAUNETY AUSTFTAHU ARV odhC o7LS ¢FA ¢
ALY A B4R PAUCHS 114 ARMPHH 9424 ehe §F AJAGSA::
¢P g afP M a4 hen aAHT NERand N40 AH YAt AAnT
WORT ApNAA ATTE K S0P 038 nf nPAR TH ¢e8p H e20F H
LNPHEDR M4 and §IF /NChEAT 7ANS pl 04 Y/ hOnS G TR 7 0
0 ALG AHO WIAY HAMY ARTN 200 AJDSP:RY TH ®en¥
e w4 ThAVY 30 Al i~
%, ,.38 undemocratie through and through,it is connected by
thousands afid miliions of threads with the landowners and
the bourpgeoisie and ¢ompletely dependent on them,,..1It can
enly think,feel,or act in the old way....Its is the greatest
del wusion,the gresdest selfwdeception and a deception of the
people,to attempt, by means of this state appratus,to carry
out such reforms as the abelition of landed estates without
compensation,§r the grain monopoly,etc, e ‘Kﬁﬁ"F G o A A
Nt heFAP: 2 & hp "the working class can not simply lay held of
the ready made state machinery and wield it for its own
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*, ..1 declare that the next attempt of the French Revelution
will be no longer,as before,to &€ransfer the bureaucratic =
military machine from one hand to another,but to emash it,
and this is the precondition for every real people's revolute
jor on the continent,(Our emphasis) EAA::R8U A1 842 UF AALWY
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al demucracy and the Frovieional Revolutionary Goverrnment,
2.The Revrlutionary Democratic Dictatorship of the prcletariat
and the peasantry.
3.1he Yhird Congress of the R.S.D.L.P.
4.The Revolutiocnary Army and the Revolutionary Government.
(All in Lenin,Collected Works Vol.¥ .Moscow 196%)
f.iwo tactic of Social Democracy in the Democratic Revoluticn
2.The toycott of the Bulyigin Dura and insurrection
3.F0 falsehood!Our strength .lies in atating the trutht
(A1} in Lenin,C.¥W.Vol.9)
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"the establishunent of a democratic reputlic im Russiag is poss=-
itle only as a result of a wictoriess popular insurrection
whose organ will be a provisicnal revolutionary goverrnment.” )

nHY ALY ANNA ARTS RIEATING LU =110 “han
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"Could you find as nalve and non=-sense theoreticians as the ESUE
leaders who vehemently turp snd throw up all garbage when in panic
ty the turbulent call of the whole lot of npecple for a popular
provisional government?To this out and out subterfuge they have to
fulzaify history and to bring to the open ahistorical "illuestrations”
when they say,'If we see the conditious under which raised the slo-
gan 'provisional gnvernment',they all attest to the truth(1t) we
rentioned sbovr.ienin led the proletariat of Russia under tre slo-
gan' vroviusional government.And he teaches us that this provisional
government is tre dictatorship of the proletarist and reasantry(tii)
s=d are two sidea of the same coin with the peoples armed force?d
Frheewl!l Would we ever exaggerate if we say the Mascleum of Foscow
214 the Migh Cate Ceuetry of london rust cracked by such oul and
out ahistorical nonsence? Wasn't the abaence of the red army one

of the reasone for the defeat of the 1305 revoluticn and yet Lenin
called not for the conquest of power but a provisional government
that can ta the orzan of inssurectign?" (Holland,p.17, emphasis

and btrackets froom the origional-G.A.)
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we)to take the most energetic steps towards arning the prolet=-
ariat, as well as drawing up a plan of the ared vprining
and of direct leadership thereof,for which purnose special
groups of Party wotkers should be fermed as and when nece-
seary."(Lenin,C.W.Vol.8 p.374)
AN hﬂnﬁ AGC 1A AHIRTIC AHVIMER @310t 22479 T4 FA 0
AMA INE::NAA AYIICTACEY PE AYALDIN® A Nehéd th §497%
U Nemah? TELTAHNAY T4R4E AL S84 neecht DL nl::
"...bullding up a most widespread agitation,advocating an
insurruction and calling for the imnediate organisatfon
of combat sguads and contingents of a revolutionary eruy
for the overthrow of the autacracy and the establishrent
of a provigional revoluticnary government;..."(Lenin ,
C.W.V019 p.183. Euphasis ours.) )
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"Cne has only to remember this eirple truth %o realise thiv the

provisional revoliutionary government can be nothing else but

the revoiutionary dictatorship of the proletariat and th: p2asont-
ry. {Coll.Works;vol.8, p. 302 )

”To take, for instsnce, Iskras latest attempt to set up a dis~
tinetion between the provisinal revolutionary govermment znd

the reve utionary-democratic dictatorskip of the rroletariat

and the peasantry. Is this not an example of lifeleus sxholasticisa ¥
Pecple who invent such distinctions are capasle of siringing

together fine words but sre absolutely incapable of Lhinking." (384)
LU NHYU ENSITALY NisAns n+Ind N8N 3C GCAZA: :NUATYS ANRC

AOND THIL #1106 AHN €42LF A0 LA NAYE QNP AE AVAA

*HOBRS WE® ¢ T SADP A4l OAF 8 ALY ALY 29 WD
n The revolutionary army and the revclutionary guverﬁment we
two sides of the same medal. They are two institutiona equal~
ly necessary for the success -f the uprising and for the cond-
solidation of its results. They are two slogans which must be
advanced and explained as %he only consistent revolutionary
slogans.” (Coll. Works; vol. 8, p. 568)
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" Ta1l the pecple : workeis of 5t. Fetersburg, Riga, Warsaw,
Odessa, Tiflis... we are not strong enough ta‘SQunch a rising
and be victorious in a rising. Therefore there no peint in thine
xing, no point in vain talking about a popular constituent
geeenslv. Dontt debgbe grand words with petty sublerfuges. Don't
cover up your weakness with a belief in miracles. Froclaim your
ealmess oloud to one and all - a fault confessed ie half re-
dreesed., False rhetoric and beastfulness spell moral ruin and

lead unfailingly to political extinction.

Workers!we are ton weak to bring about an uprising and win victory
in one! Therefore stop all talk atout a vepular Constituent

<

ersemtly, drive awuy those iiars who speak zbout 1t, exposc the
treachery of the Osvobozhdeniye gentry, the ' Duma enthusiassts’
the constittutional - Democrats, and the rest of the vile crew
for it iz only in word that they want a popular constituent
assembly; actually they want an sssenbly directed against the
pecple, one that will not constitute anything new, but will merly
patch up the old, one that will not give you new garments, a

rew 1life, 2 new weapon for the great new struggle, but will give
vou only tinsel over your old rags, only mirages and deceptions,
popguns instead of rifles and chalns instead of weapons.

=Y

Workers! We are too wezk for an uprising. Therefore, d» not TRk

pnd do not let the (evobozhedenive prostitutes , the conatitutional
Democrats, and Luma supporters salk of a r e voOolu tionj
do nct allow those bourgecis scoundrels to sully a great popular
cuncepf with their claptrap.

We are not strong enough to bring atout an uprisirg, fellow-

worrers! We are not strong enocugh ic rouse the peorle to the pitch
of wevolulient! We are not strong encugh to attein fresdomscecee

We have only eunough sirength to Jjostle the eneng, but not te over-
throw him, to jostle him ip such a way that retrunkevich will

Le atie to tske azcat Teside him. Hence, nway yvith all talk atout

yevolution, libterty, snd povular representution; whoevex talrs of

thBsethings, witlcut actually workinug at the ladder nec ed to

Rbiedn to thege thinpm, at the wprising to win ther, iz a Jint

gnd a humbup, who is mereely deceiving -ou.” ¢ Colls Woriey scle9

pe 297-298. ) (EmPhag sy OUTS)
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"While we say to the workers:you have to underpo fifteen,
twenty,fifty vears of civil wars and popular strugprles not
only to chanpe the relations but to change vourselves and
prepare yourselves for political mastery,they tell them on
the contrary,'We must come to powar immediately,or we can
foriat about it,' While we make a special bnint of emphas-
1izing to the German worker the underdeveloped state of the
German Proletariat,they flatter his national feaeling and the
craft prejudice of the German artisan,which,to be sure, is

more popular,*(Marx in Marx Engles,¥erke Volume 8)
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.36,
NEUS GAFFY §O: cAIREYTOP LITAT ¥ ®hAt ALAT A 228 ANA NR
ABYS U §% AHDY 1 ARDMT MC ASA 9B Hé 27p AR pC Y+
LRCTAHNY 18 ANDQT @#Bmd § WIINT PAMYT AT FH® KRAFTD 90 ¢4
el 7AH TR +479 NAAUT AAN @4 4 HNAP EFPA::
© nYHU ABCASF 9C *AHN' NAAD AR AL NAP S+ AT
ARFAP:: #2p ‘AHMR® AT 94 1A% AC 2H OC GC AAF ANE 94

AN AHN 4RLE MC 1A AANLP: i HOP *HST AHAT @ 1IN A4
IS WAATTON »170+ AR A4G AHA 42454 hér 1A EanC +
DY A22AR::ND¢ AIRAHN RETLT LATDNE @AATTRY 1D :nim 18%
N AHN At *18° fAIamT PAABAT AHN MIRT ®1INT AARY BHO
®fl $7¢ h7LY PLINMN AT AHO AR AEAY Nén 1§ RSDRTALA 90
Rt ABAY NAES A®GNT YA AHA AR $3TDR: :nNLG AHN IS hA
4OV AHN JC 4RZ10- ¥14 NRUY AHOY M4 942471 F14 RFSTOR
ARU D::An Bl g 90 TATAT LT 11C ADHT SNLAT9A: i AUA KD 17
WE AAL AAL MR BN2PPA:i:...
O2IHIE @11AT THE AVPM::RU @4 24 94O AHN AR

UY ACIT nAdl aHN N2 nA % A% 00 NNC 4 REAT / 98tNCAt 19
SIFC ANARLFFT ANNS B4 FT/ 044N T8¢ oV BY 2770 hAA ¢FFP
NAR UAP R D$C 10 : PAHE @4 FFC o NATTD AIRALO- AHN T3¢
ARRLN NP R¢P AHN As NG AMNTE 2AGN 900 hnC 4 h&A M12U%

TAR WD i NANT RUSTFAR 2UNY hOifR¢ 9C +°nhid PanY As §H
N 100 hNC 43T HA® @4 20 hia® ALY LIIMICE 434 97%r A9
Nenb P90 MY ehd AJAMSA: :APAA NALD TTIATY HE AW nac
PIA LY HIT #1INT AAAPT WOHRYS 9Indl AN F4C 4 enint
10 AAAP OH 4. 34T Nétr DALY RUST NNdO Aement OV TR A24
mY YNC::RU% m&m;{ﬁ A HDXP: :APAAP NATHER uw?nfm
N4 MC ARMPOT, ADS ALY RN AATI:RHAY AdnA NEIMY AY
48mY NNLD AIMPAFAT e
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"Replying to the anarchists objection that we are putting off
the socialist revolution we say;we are not putsing it off',but
are taking the first step towards i% im theonly possible way,
along the only correct path,namely,the path of a democratic
republic.Whoever wants to reach gocialism by any other path
than that of political democracv,will inevitaby arrive at
conclusions that are absurd and reactionary both in the ecom =
omiec and political sense, (Lenin,C,¥W,.Vol,9;p.29)

2U T¥A 9HDAENYY RUE U NRUDY TERD 1} neednt 4&F

HADA ITADG AT 110 MAIIANRTTRU SAMY AUS ntRLnNt H N

(A BN YA iNCD SATLIANYT AZUT Aphe th NIATN AIZINETHA .
NAHY Aphsdh LNATY ORATLIANY LDATT S BAS ALAR TA: : PnAY
AGCRA#F OHRE AATLEANT ANTATTY 14 e ANFHCTT 2enl 30 AR
NHU WIATY AdE SRATAT PARY eAnT ANTE 2A InC:i:inHU ALK
ALY ASA ARONTACTT DHEE 940 LNATY ABCTD A AN FHCAT
e ACTNE LAY QRUIR NAAT 3C PARY +3C+ NHU /Aphe "/
LA KA A 02ATLEANY LIIATY @AS ARTFAF BATIA::NAA A$31C
QU ®11NH/ I MISFE ®VINY/MAY WEm4 P RUB LIMIN/ ApDe w0
WM/ ORE @an NIR BOTIZANT GWIATY ATNAAUY 26 16h: 1 BUY NHL
AU NNH 23T NPAFA AR 2910 TN DALY RUS hafmd UMY N
oC hE A A0 “ARIANT LIIATY NP S OR 1B 8AA::T 1T AmTenT

"Moreover,we must outline for such a government a programme
of netion that will confirm with the objectiwe conditions of

the present period and with tggng%ﬂmof proletarian democracy

This programme is the entire programme of our party,(ibid,

Pe27, Lenin's emphasis)
vigtorious popular insurrection and the establishment of

Yeoelt

a provisional government would signify the victory of the revo-
lution in actual fact...{ibid.p.33,Lenin's emphasis)
A BIRDE TAALY BU @10t eplC 14 M RT4phe th
LA S AN AT SOHALY JC ¢ HE /R P/FCNLR R AR MR I0N @0

0% e
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BU ALY RAD 1.;-4.—3*13 ®YINTE PIMHE IR @110t Am
ANKY " THZTNAEAD 20 OF 10: :0NRRTTAFINCTILIAT & QLB IF AR
NHRTD N EAF ALOANAP :: SAT WA 9 OHEL HY K/% wr/014P06
nE €/ ANARP/ICI14P WALy JC £ Nend + 9842 ABUAP:: PAT QR 9
DHELP n T4 ATLIANT LAY BET NAGRFA neBme @ 4pns th L
MY S8R ng::g@_‘nwmém LMY D2NTANY LAY ol ASE
AF:: BU AAS Apnc #h GNIATY SOHEYY HA 45 I0742 has AR R P
04 30 :DHUP (IIATY N34 P40 a3 10% PDHRZ NF QR $4C 4%
ARUY NAAT HU AT 444 9% 5C AHMY RALNT V1A 2USA
NTLIAHPY AAPGEC COHEYY NF AN F4C4F Apondt 9m0e 0 +94
NHY GNATY N3A 2 #$TAA::NAT R 9 THIE #1INT PBAD 4 #0 nin
OTLEANY (NIATY 30 @247 9ANT %A Hgm'n'mcnn'r PAR: U
®6 20 $HIOPINT AILED PN or JRRATLEANT WL 0 ® 1AAL 9
NUSG /nham Aphé th LIBTNS qlss 0%t ® ¥4 ADG PAphin NCOH
Ho § @210t AL 0AF4 NANRAAT AT W8S (JIMTY 2UEIT A/ han
Apheth ARG ATLZAN S UND GA ant RUE ST RAE  $ANt nan
®NA YNRATGY RUIIATY AR Y& NARIR FFTAAGHUR NAT A9 ALY @R
T 2A0FT ARNCth LNIATY NAGLPRCHS S0 thAZ om0 50 PALY A
AN Hé NAT $A 9 THIL @ INY A% IDm AN YHC ALTAG AHU 30 :
BU nNA® AR NAUY ARCN SE :zgﬁam- AMPST 02 AAT TR QLA
AD#0- AGRTIC 4D

homm AR AYAL A 81 AA:: PALY HIR eV INENpC
TIA Pam 10 : RANHG THEZ @11 AIASDR PAMA MC 1t ARA ¢Lh
‘NAHNE ACBAT 40T NACG an 30 ALY 4r NA D 12
®YINT AIAU BAA::

“But what you (Menshevics)speak of is not called a ‘provisional
revelutionary governmenp'i(the provisional revolutionary govere
nment)is the name given to the government of & revolutionary
epoch,one that immediately replaces the overthrown government
and _remts on the people's insurrection andnot on some kind of

repregentativc institution coming from the pecple, ¥(ibid pP.h2 &
43.Bmphasis and words in brackets added, )
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BU NHU 21 $76 ORANT FHU m4
NA2CD fmhend § HA FRC 84 ApNsdh AIHH %A

RY A0::02 BUY @é $A4 $i ATERE N PHIA AR AIAY ¥ 30m3
NS §

20 R4S NP PRY AT AIAG

AFU N gA ADR0OVTA AR PFA DY T 9% Wb TIE SLHF:

PIN¢T AGYSFT RUN @4 26 HF 41 AIAORS ATH Y AN AU BAMA:

"Every word you write against this basic demand of the masses

give mors ammunition (...)to the opprooaors.'(Alreria)

ge® 27 92CH AIHH Apn&tn he2AP::zhm RN A4
eron NAC 4 37T R 2344 NAHUP INHE @4 FT NHU el4pheé
th q0n nACE T SADY 100 NNCH P 2AA:RUR ALY AR nt
enne BAF AR US SADY tH safa::

*We must choose'=-this is the argument the opportunists have

to justify themselves,and thay are usingit novw,, .
We must be

always used
We must not be utopians and strive after big things,

practical politicians;we must join in the demand for small the
ings,and these small thinpgs will facilitate the fight for the
We regard these small things as the surest stage in
This is how all the opportunists,

big ones,
the struggle for big ones,
all the reformists grguejunlike revolutionaries.“(c W,Vol,11 p.69)

REET AR USY N IO hedAaphne th ATHH Apns th ATHH
RIASA:tNAT @ 8 HRAT tkip HINEY 1LY NAeARY 9 H& hYAU
qg 4+ PCE AE $CNASF : : AAp hé th ATHHG Adepnes th NCot ANLAT
QU LLFET 16 MO HBAR M40 AHA 02e0INT XAmT @RIgNt ®N
Al eAR 1 1 RAT AHMAY WAINE PAMRA 9% INEHOGT Ap Né BT o1 +33 AR
AnAL IRIFNAD 7A ) GCET AR ::AHA JADD MmNt ohs RN
ACNET e41F BT qenhncnt 94248 AHNZ pC 34 AR::4pN
aNnge AHHTApheng? nCot ASC SRFAD hYHU AB%A Aphen NCOY
@eP AIHH RELA RAT NENP tih AATIP AFAA A0

N1905 N¢A§ Nd A BFE AIXAA A M2 AA NHU 4
ned T8 AR NAALIE NARCA ST enhA A 81T AnC:za 2 4FY NTAR
ARN T AV NT IS ®AN ®AN NN QTR 11 4TNT ADRED:—

10,Should ws call upon the people immediately to elect ?
.

AL N »w® AN AT INC:: 9YAAY ®ada PR IPALAL * AP
NC: 248 ALY AR #D AHH 234 US i0::4phind oA+ 40
BU ANHE @4 FFF 9804 hERAP:: ¢%YDAE @21 1A $ANtY Q4R
AARIAY 1D i4HEY WHP (AF LiF ASRNEA ANLATE A} N6 48ANE
A NERCANHT JC ARNey Aphin afqt A O34 AHAP KA $AA
ROY ARG Aphen Y14 @ 404 KVAANTTARERL § AND YA Aphin
ANLAT P BAFT N14%A @247 AVAANT NA +11HN sm-::'nw
NAZ AAPREA FAINLATDN Ui} BAT ®AL 27p P4phéan o
N8I BOAAN AAT AD:NHIY IRP (S LAT KT AHHAG /::s-zm
PRSDBY ATAUWP BAAHZY CHEH ®2PAR BAY SAC::NATLTAP NAGE
W Pphaid A4 #2FAN AATTAARNLA ANLAT s LAFEFY an
AY AAT NUM® NAL LBAAHEYC AP TS JAHPY ®m2RAN BAY 0 : h YHU
UAT BAFITIC 4pncen NSA* NATR Qe NC ASTY ARFAP::NAHU A Y
HU UAT mA+IFY A2ReAM NAILFY hed Aphe th ATHHE haghs th
AIHH P 994 T2t ANDS 16 AT AV, ARFAR::AZNMY Aphin
Oen ARD-HHE Apnea A 294 08 UMY R114 @118 PLE/ATREG oA
MNE AIRED AT Y AA MR NEBAAHPE NAR T4 SAHP ®2FAN Nd+
AITY OOT Apnenge NCOT ANEY FA *hAapnias heliphin @A
PLO hANAR:: 9200¥) APNLA F4AT Alkw PO LRLITLDAAHPC
WP TSNP AL2anaP ®1INY PARY AV H AL BFAA::ANG I & Aph
0 PAFIAG 017 1Y LDAAHPIS AR T4 SAHRY ARLPAN PRFADGY  AHA
S84 hGQLBE IM4Y AV ITATNALD AHN 4R4B4 V$41C +T 41 NS ACH

MAEFY NARRAN NHU #8p ApNhin ASCR RA44::nAA AS2IC A4+

PRING 4PNEAY NBLATS NABLAT AR ARUD ANDS 45 qonm 02
ARNE, APNLA AY 310 NBAG AR §0::




by
AAT DR nnn:&; 120 2C NAPATITEE MAMT AR OAT
hHIP 04V 6L Aphédh nUY 118 BIHA: :NAHU AUy OCR n*aHne’
®»30t A1Af] ham esTL PARY AR A4 92 ®R274FL YO fRA §Be::
e td Nd AHNT AN te0p TH @2nTY TH WO
210t PARY ndDe AHN AR $ANIND ALD AHN WNIAY FAgTY Ae §H
90 HHIRG 94 124R DAINL Y0 tHOP AUY AT VA 2C* A4
02rAY N9 Nl AHN ®ATNE FAg) Am $H hNRA HHIES ANRA 1248
ach 2C7 heyint »agy A%S AeFAP::2C hag¢oe $IH 20T
E i} A ;) ) 3 A
% W) ]
3 AE AT ) RFAP:: NT¢ LW 1M
AE 9ARNAL sOQT A2 TADY VA ATAH GCEE N0 AM WNINT
PAMT AR ADM ARTAR::
AYIBY NS AR PAA WIBNR::AUA ARGLYS NTIY
ABDQYT 24AJA::@sr AT AINAS Az 11 PADP::nHYU UAF n+0n'
ROy SHIES ALTION eEal BFAN: 1 AENOY ASHIR 10 “ACTE B ¥
Nn ng annt ARCAP 4 NHY PAA ALNO ANLD SADD YL SUA
WAt alCmEaP? Afd® AHA ANLATD VO : AHY e )¢ S0 31N PAgn
AN BCIT AA ABFAP::NAHU 027F MAYP BU e7A N GCEY HTC
AHAY ARYINT PAMY AARAZIA A RCH E£1HEA: : WNINY PaRT
L0 AHA AR A147n AT Hé AT PATADS AN JANTS EUT
w110t PAmY aRnG efs s enet oZoC 0::BAYP AUDY AT SRS
HAEF AMAL 1INC @REREE wn&g* 1z : * ST 211N A 9A AR
¥P 2CHY 4TINT ATTP 92CT RILJFT A IA nenefl AsCht 10 AR
RCHY ALPS neQlT® ATA MMFAG P424F AHAT 324 A AUY AR
AFA @l4+ BUY QA fANMNATD AE@AAYP:: "2C% NIAYT R0820°
A TPE ALM ARCH BANY QARAT =112 8LAT 0
AHU A2 AN@ 934h PAA NINRA 1LY AR MNeé W

ntnis 1917 ¥AQ N AHA AP 4306 A0S LAT %O 11OA int
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OB ALY AVAADE SOHRZ TC £ AHNA NRA$ NAALLRDE NAAHY
ROT PLIAT b SRAT ARG AAAMSNYT WAINT FARY NALD AN AR
/AATP BHRYS QU LD AEY/AEUA AnNC 40 AB BOB$A: 1 hNC 400
“IHIT #IINE CRAC FAI:BU hNCAB WHIT @ 1At AP 64 AN S
32 IMC: iR IAAYY ARG ORP ASNC gnee INC: /AL NF AN (14
Ti e 2UY PALY ARIRA ®LAT FIR10- BpLAG 97A ) 1 9% Aaoa
AZY ASAIOATE 10::/ANY N¢AS OHRC JC ¢ NhAR pa+ Adne b
PN D NaLD PPINPAD OGS NIASAS 92CIA::

"The slogan 'Uown with the Provisional GCovernment'is an incoe
rrect one at the present moment beacauss,in the absence of &

Bolid (i.e,.a class-conscinus and organized) majority of the
: people on the side of therevolutionary proletariat,such a slo-
‘gan is either ohras objectively,amounts to attem-
"We shall favour the transfer of power to the proletarians and
semi-proletarians W Sov ¥ tand S -
£8' Deputies adopt our policy...(Lenin,C.W.Vol 24 p.216-11,

Our Emphasis)

- AVY THUY ®7T0Y e00P (2LAT 90+ AVAAUYTOR S
2UY #7710 NAGRIE AVAAUY AD SAGY AI2MLAT A% SANNNLE
ARE TATD PAARL 9 NAYLEF AL 1AA EBNAGSA: s PARTY NG AHN AR
MMINNT i ARSA “PARY ANLD AHN ALSHNA NE A3 azmy
QIMIS 2 AAINE AB: :NAHUS 9UHD %6 #1100 *SAQY ANLD AWM
ARS® N 9A QU ARUY EU Usd AVABATAATE FAGY AL AHN AR
PRINNT LG AIKAL PIMY @A AIRUY £oNCE RIAU EAA::
PIHB K NAITF NIA o 30 ALt 4I0F U4 4 6inC 407 THIT 89
WNEE IATHE Inard ABCATE A24T 2 UM AP nafim

¥eeu(3)20 carry out propaganda and agitation from group to group
dn_every regiment,in gvery factory,...{4) To organize orpanize.
and once more orzanise- the proletariat,in every factory,

in
district and in every city quarter.” i

(1bid, Zenin's emphasis)
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BU PIHD +944 410 AIRUIP NAP NIAT ALY JC & 4
A¢Y NBIN NedeP BUY =1INT Th FARY DRNLD- AHN A4S FATA

Nt kA AVALNC MR NIATAALS COHR(C 32¢ PILEAT AOHTS
23441 JC1 011 NONS NIATANLAW 7A S 1T HIME h+227
NIATA IALY °IHPEY hnC ¢ #0I0E ASOEPTFAMY ANLD AHN *NAD
$106 NCITH AGEsDr WwEed SOV OHRC #YINT el b::

NHLD: AT SR $ LGP Aphengt NCOY QLTI AI4ASY Aan
FA AUY @227 INGS  PLIAGP LBAAHPIS AP T4 JAHPY Aw 2PN
SHJET AATP @2LT¥S MQLET YD:: 92CHY 82 Aphéih AIHH A
PARY NLD AHN AR MINTY AGHIIT SHAT @ VINT Asenit HE A
AZZT PRFADS ®RLIP SANT A RH24% ARLEY 16::0R8 AAY A4
hSi® He APCEH RO #NAYP::NAA MI3IC hAAN Aphétn LAY NLE
NIETY Apninge NCOT ASC ARTAP::hHYU LM NLT NLD AHA
AB A ARFAP::nnP N5 caHAR A $170% 29 ARUY AIE
/hRY LMD Ndt/AGS I8 aHR e ®3I0nY M:rcv”':z

NHLD- AT GRS LiF TRAAphLAS 02 AV T AHAE #Y1N%

#1020 ADY TS ThRAT 024+ ACPR AN Aphé h LTATY &HIRY
0¥ 30::Ho AHU JIMTY SHIET 9AY 27p ®QLERG N PRLEP NNLO
aHN & ¥4 NAHU JIAMTY ANZALYY NE AT *nes TCTIN4G #n ) 9%
7 MAY A0 :AAD U N2 04 30::AAD U BUT ANLAL HIEA 1450

€96 8L AN BFE WHY A0:: JASCEY AeINT PR As 314 s nt Py

eH Wi B:: JARCEA NLG AHN PP ASVIP:: AT MY AHAT fHecd
@ié Y14 HL NRLANT LK P¥NAY M 83T T4 AN sphé th 1A
M1 #H3% AHIST 426% ARE% 44 10::hHU TP T4 AA AOAY &4
nF 6L LIS R W At Y ASAIT RARY¥ 2UY Nt %2 NTINC
A HCW MNPz

1.9./19n2T1967/
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n1550 ANDCT ent A8 +A4 ¥ AunC 155 %@ 3% 0%AA M3 OAY

NA_AHAS ®Y1N%

A et e ONT AHNE @AY Amn 9RTAD AP T JAHPS
LOAAHP NN L2 Apnith A8 42PNAND NOHEY $4né M40 T
AHN @10t AeALt OF B :haN 632 heqm 9C ASSHE CHU aAHA®
PN WEN BHY ans+ * OHELS 9IN4D AN $+4C° 1Dzt A4 TCW
§ ST ASLD ARFAP::

nentr AN SFE ANRNSA 4RO Nd AHN *AHAR
®1TAT LW MMADN @4NC AN EA: 18U 9AHT S4BT AADE ARG
¢1 H-ARF GHUY @LNnC M $F2 #1447 0AHNAL @107 el BHHC
M 312 AanT NN T ALON AHN NG AHAL ®1INT AR Send AN
W2 Aphéth M S8 RHIRY AARQTG::

DA a2d AHAT 90" Ad0AD SSChAPET Nl haC 45%F »7310%

NHY 9% *TEAP AAAT UI0- *h+AS® AHA NEAT ¢4
OAM UHIR AHNL ®1INT E W PRAD ®LNC NH UK #AZF1 A0SNQ
NC::BUY ®LNC NeBedd $3AD #1001 hnC 40 AYE 017 RUIP ALs
N MRS HLAT UiF ATGC NIBANHD AHNY NAOSNS ABL AN ®AT
AC PO U307 N%e FFF AZ PRITAY 09 HEFT 0L hnC 4956 AP T4 P
ANHE TP ANNE US ACTTPAN: thIHUP ABYLST BUY Y H @40 ad
DY APLTH:: APAAT THIT AHNE #VIAT 2 9 NAAT GAT ANE ON
6 @] AW RTEN M

BU ABSAR mLNC AHDAY TH NHAART MG +902 1% AJ
1T FAD NARTA AZ PHRLDH AR $7AH) ®hoL PREAE PHIAD
AMMG ASAE PAFA 0HR¢ JCt @44t NAREY 0 :UCP A ST W
ART ARYMT Bl LA $H9AP 1TAG naHM 14 ACRE 94in * ST
AHNZ #1IAT 2 ¥ ° PBADT ®NC ARYS AT N@LAY .AChT 9 U
apne £F ACIS ACI0H ORAD 832 14 346 NA4hE AL 876 A :




..”5.Q. %6
*IHIT AHAR @0INT & % MUAD AR Y4 ®dNC AHMAD

T SRINL F N VS FUNCTFY heBed J0@ AFIADS AgIAND #2 3A::

PRY YW~

Us “HET AHNR @190T° PANAD Ne2{l 2H+ NCE NnC 4 AW KO
®310T MR L0 T AHN AAAUST

As WP TS SAHPS M D NCOY NAHNE AmA ANNAt2enn &N &CT
0P 92 5% AHNAR @110t A MY ONT ATC NARRFAT

ot IHLE AHNE ®1INT" AIRANAAT *ARHN 4phin ANTChETFAR:
Apnin ARHA AT A0 ARUN e tY AHRR ANRNIA A AN D
A1 82 ¥4 OMr NF NaU

&, AHNZ #7I0Y AT NAT 83T L 174 AR PG NAGU Y 40 e
ng A 2IHD 410C AHPAY AN 832 AT AR APCH AHIRY
hERAP: ¢

AUNEFY DRLYT NNAM PHUY ®LNC AGYE 1Y AJA7
LCCN$h: s NHYU ®@dNC 942AMY U +HAEY FNINY ndeAnt AN 81e
@78 PHUY BLNC AGYS T AT NL§JA::USP NAAST NInl oAt
G4 9 AN NAFF UMITEIHIE CH? ®11nT £ ¥4 AT TAHG/
LALRY B¢ 3F SACUZ X @ 210 SNdAJA::
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In Ethiopia it is presently a time when reactionaries,
opportunists, reformists and deluded progressives call for
a people's government. Under such a situation, it is our
task to clearly show the true meaning of this slogan, cha-~
racterize and concretize its revolutionary content. Those
who bitterly opposed this slogan only yesterday are forced
today to at least pay lip service to it, - to recoagnize it.
But, in reality, they will never cease to make & hollow
phrase out of it, to turn it into a simple harmless phrase.
The acher guzoists and “"federation partisans" are doing the
gsame in their own way.

This right-opportunist wing in our movement, has been
quite beycnd itself in calling for the establishment of a
care-taker government constltuted out of ‘representatives’
of the different sections and classes of the population.
The main function of this government, we are told, dis "to pre-
pare and conduct the election of a 'peoples government® “,

A people's government is the government of the broad
masses. 1t means that real sovereign power lies in the hands
of the masses and that feudalism and imperialism no longer
determine the destiny of Ethiopia. It presupposes that the
proad masses enjoy the fullest democratic liberties and are
direkctly involved in the administration of their state
affairs. In other words, & people's government is nothing
but the democratic dictatorship of the broad masses.

How can such a government come into being? Can we ever
have the democratic dictatorship of the people through el-
ections, given the fact that the laboring masses have not
yet been organized, our opportunists must have thought about
the question as to whom the masses would elect and what kind
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£ 1eCti°n Vould be pcs'iblC under the CirCumStanC P
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ing in Ethiopia now.
V‘iz gb*ections to this caretakerist theory, which, by the
basic obj

the
reproduces the position of the Mensheviks during

But let us go over and present our

way,
tion.
05 Russian Revolu .
v Firstly, how can such elections differ from those al
r ¥

ir
ready organized from above by the ruling classes to the

own advantage?
Secondly, who would expect the feudo-capitalist
¥

pureaucracy to remain impartial during the electionsz izs;s
our firm belief that, so long as imperialism and fetha
have the upper hand i{n our country, to expect that t eyi‘
would tolerate the full freedom of speech, press, org:n .
zation and agitation necessary for such an electlon, sta
pest naive, at worst counter-revolutionary. More over, 128
try to make the people believe that there can be & peozausm
government before the overthrow of feudalism and imper
is to play into the hands of the enemy. 3

Thirdly, only opportunists would think of calling ros
upon the masses to go to the polls during revolutionary per zm:;r_
T5 call upon the masses to go to the polls, so that they :ei
sed in the election campaigns, is to distract them from tde ! 5
immediate revolutionary tasks —~this is a well-known metho
of all opportunists in all countries. For instance, the
right social democrats in Germany were able to strangle
the November revolution in 1918, in that they succeeded
to distract the working class from its revolutionary tasks
py calling for elections. At a time, whgn the masses are
taking historical actions and are engaged in developing
and mastering different forms of struggle, to subsume these
activities under a single form of struggle, the parlamentary
form of struggle - a form of struggle which loses its vali-
dity in revolutionary situations - is down-right reactionary.

We must be vigilant and thoroughly expose such oppor-
tunist slogans, lest they be obstacles to our protracted and
hard path to liberation. If we fail to live up to this respon-
sibility, and should the heroic struggle of our peoples be diz~-
armed by such confusing slogans because we have been unable

Sty

..

to
of
be
to
to

explain the incorrectness, onesidedness and limitations
these slogans, and should the heroic peocples of Ethiopia
decleved by these slogans and enable the petty-bourgeois
maintain its present leadership because we were unable
show the masses the correct road to their liberation,
this would amount to an unpardonable oppertunism on our
part and we will not escape the condemnation Ly history

and the coming generations,

In order to live up to our tasks, it has to be our
primary objective to assist the people's movement, unite and
consolidate its forées and agitate now more than ever for
the creation of revolutionary organizations and the working
¢lass party that alone is able to lead the masses in the cor=-
rect path of struggle. We have to make it clear, for our-
selves as well as for the masses that the only guarantee
that the Ethicplan peoples will be able to form their own
government and determine their own destiny is their political
consciousness, organization and struggle. It is therefore
necessary that the struggle be intensified, the movement

be organized and pushed forward, and the level of conscious—
ness be raised.

After explaining the incorectness of these slogans,
it is the task of revolutionaries to chart out the path
of struggle towards the eliminaticn of feudalism and imperia~
iism in Ethiopia. The determination of this path should be
based on an analysis of the prevailing concrete conditions

in Ethiopia, and not our on our subjective estimaticns
and wishes,




THE QUESTION OF A PROPLE'S GOVERNMENT -
HISTORICAL EXPERIENCES

1t's of paramcunt importance that Ethiopien revolutionaries
evaluate, sum up and learn from the store of experiences
of the history of the world working class and national
1iberation movements in determing their tasctlce and stra-
tegies. Not only to avoid repeating mistakes, but also 1o
get scqueinted with the different aspects of the tacties
and mtrategies in gquestion, and be in a betier position

to deal with them.

In this article, we intend to deel with and analyze
the experiences of the different revolutionary movements
ip the world regarding the gquestion of & “*peoples' govern-
ment®, This task is extremely important, not only in view
of the fact that it enables us to attain clarity on this
ecruciel iessue of the Rthiopian revolution, but also gerved
as a battering ram 1o smash the counter-revolutionary
argumnents given by the ESUNA/Federation renegades and
their like for the so-called wprovisional popular govern-
ment ,

-

in dealing with the question of & given state and / or
government, the main difference betwesn & marxist end
bourgecis analysis jo thet while Marxism seeks to bring
to light its class nature, bourgecis social science seeks
to mystify it. It's not w;thout reason that bourgeois
gocial science uses abstract phrases like democratic state,
populnrstate,totalitarian state, 8tc...t0 characterise
the different types of state and heraeby obscure the class
essence of these states. A marxist analysis, on the other
hand, digs deeper and tries to show precisely the class
content of a given state, as the central element of the
political relationshipe within a given socio~-aconomic
formation ~ as the decigive organ of power and opprassion
in the hands of the ruling class,
T _50_

Let's try to elucidate the differences of bourgeois
social science and marxist analysis by using the example
of 8 *peoples' government, For example for bourgeois
socialscience and politicians, the classical example of
a people's government is the government of America.

After all, argue the bourgeoils apologists, the american
government "is a government of the people, by the people,
for the people", On the otber hand, a warxist analysing
the american government, would find out that it in reslity
expresses the power of money, as Lenin said, and is based

on corruption, deception, etc... - manifests the dictator-
ship of the bourgeoisis,

Therefore in discussing the question of & people’s govern-
ment it's necessary from the viewpoint ¢f Marxism, to ang-
lyze its cless nature ~ that means, to peel out iis class
content, The whole point centers around the class meaning
of the word “people', Unless that is specified, there is
lots of room for confusion and mystificetion. For not only
marxists, but also reactionaries of different shades sapeak

of 8 "peoples' government", and obviously they don't mean
the same thing.

From the standpoint of historical materialism, 1i.,e,
Marxism, the word "people® does not merely mean the sum
tctal of individuals in a given country es bourgeocis apolo=-
gists teach, but has a specific historical and class content,.
It is & term which at each stage of the revolution encompasses
the progressive &nd revolutionary classes and smocial forces,
All those reactionary classes and forces that are against
the revolution and social progress don't belong to the
people but are anti~people, To be concrete, for example
when we speak of the "people” in Ethiopia, we mesn the working
class, the peasantry, the progressive petty-bourgeois and
other democratic forces, i,e, the vast majority of the people.
The feudalists, comprador and bureaucratic bourgeoisie ars
not to be considered as part of the people, but rather &

- Yo
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anti-people forces.

anothsr example, =~ 6 historical one.

During the great Prench Revolution 1789~93 as ::o z:::-of

geoisie was sti1l revolutionary and fougﬁt in isn gk

the people agalnsi teudalism, the terms bourge:aB g

npeople" wers2 jnterchangeable, The bourgeoiiiz i
of fact, the wor

::eatZZ;t::u;;her“ ;hich was the name for the citizens

of towns in the period of the birth of capitalism,

or let's take

Hence if the term people refers to the revolutionary

and progressive classes, it's clear that & "pe;plz:;

government™ can only be a government of these 2r Se;

1% means that the formerly ruling reactionary clas

and that the broad revolutionary

masses have full power and exercise their damocrati:eiic-

tatorship over thelr eremies, Such iyp:;zﬁz:hgzzzrViOIGHt

which is truly populer, can come on } B o

revolutionary overthrow of the reactionary ruling .
tion of their state machinery, In & le

::dxzzzli:z:r:: +hé occasion of the Paris Commune, Marx

have bean overthrown,

oiall ast chapter of my Eighteenth

Prumaire, you will find thatldeclare that th; ne:::
attempt of the Prench revolution will be no longer,
ag before, 10 transfer the bureaucratic—milit:gl
machine from one hand to hend, but to smash 1%, Leve
and this is the precondition for e?ery real peop
Continent” (Marx/Engels, Coll.

nif you look up the 1

revolution on the
Work, Vol. 33)

Marx states that the precondition of
every real people's revolution is the destruction_of th; .
state machinery and not the peaceful transfer of power IT

- an
the ruling cless to the oppressed masses which 1:h ?
absurdity. It also means that it's only through su .
violent people's revolution that & people's governmen

come about,

In, very clear terms,

P

This conception of a people's revolution and government
was further elaborated and concretized by Lenin under the
conditions of the 1905 Revolution and the struggle against
the Mensheviki, With Lenin, the concept of a people's
government 1s already filled with a definite class content
and appears as the revolutionary democratic dictatorship
of the proletarist and peasantry.Since the historical
experiences of the Bolsheviki (Lenin) in the 1905 Revolu-
%ion and against the Mensheviki contain s¢ many valuable
lessons which are fully valid and applicable to thé present
revolutionary struggle of the Ethiopian peoples, let us
try to recapitulate the fundamental aspects of Lenin's views.

Long before the 1905 Revolution, in many of his articles,
among other "The Hannibale of Liberalism®, etc.. Lenin poin-
ted out the incompatebility of Tearist rule with the self-
government of the people, Against the liberals he mainteined
that the prerequisite for the self-government of the people
was the revolutionary overthrow of the autocratic Tsarist rule,
The efforts to harmonize the two,i.e, Tsarism end pecple’e

rule, were described as illusionary, snd in the final analyeis,
counter-revolutionary,

In the 1%05 Revolution, Lenin developed this idea further,
With the progress of the 1905 Revolution, the escalation of
the people’s struggle against Tsarism, the transition to
armed insurrectionary uprisings and the defection of & part
of the army to the people's cause, the question of the con-
stitution of & popular organ of state power came to be on the
order of day. The main differences between the Bolsheviks
and Mensheviks during this period concerned the character
and content of this popularorgzan; and the conditions under
which it can arise and exist, Or in other words, both wanted
democracy, but the difference lay im the means of achieving
democracy, .

According to Lenin in revolutionary periods when the
oppressed classes march to battle against their oppressors
they should do so with the intent and will of being victori-
ous, In this view the party of the proletariat must £111 the
working class and the laboring masses with the confidence
of victory and show them the most advantageous, shortest
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and straightest way towards victory.

n The need for reckoning with the zigzag path does not in
the least do away with the fact that Marxists should be able
to explain to the masses during the decisive moments of
their history that the direct path is preferable, ahould be
able to help the maases in the struggle for the choice of

the direct path, to advance slogans for that struggle, and
g0 on.® Lenin, ‘hgainst the boycott's .

The other way is the way of compromises with the forces
of the old order, which ig a circuitions path and goes through
different stages, constitutional monarchy, etc...,, 8nd is
most disadventageous to the democratic revolution, According
o Lenin, when one goes to battle, one does 80 with the
jntent to win, and net nalf-neartedly, - For he who figths
palf-heartedly and ie out for compromises is bound to lose,.
Only he who's out to win, has the best prospects for being
victorios and if defeated to emerge with the least losses,
That meant, that in the people for the full victory of the
revolution, and not for temporary and minimal goals,

It is from this viewpoint that the Bolacheviks started
ecalling for the armed insurrection, complete overthrow

of the Tsarist autpcracy and the establishment of 8 revolue
tionary governmen#, while the Menshiviki tantered with the
idea of heving & provisionnl govefnment elected without
overthrowing the Tsar. :

it is on the basis of such a methodological approach %o
the problems of revolution and & deep understanding of the
new character of the democratic revolution in the epooh
of socialist revolutions that Lenin formulated the tactics
of the Bolsheviki in 1905, As opposed to the Mensheviki, who
were unable to gréép the changes in_the character and content
of the democratic revolution. in the period of proletarian
revolutions, it was the merit of Lenin to point out the
particularities and significant t:ansformationa in the form
and content of bourgeoiu-denocratie revolutions in this new
period. Por Lenin, not only has the attitude of the bour-
geoisie towards the démocrat;c:revolution changed, but aleo
the class content of domooraticn'dnd the alignment of classes
within the revolutionary camp. ?or lenin. the bourgeoisie

was mot longer a democratic force, but rather inclined

i P
towards compromises with Tsarism, fearing the revolution
more than reaction., It was therefore necessary to differen~
tiate between the different elements of bourgeois demooraoy
~ between the liberal bourgeoisie that has gone over to the
cgmp of counter-revolution and the mass of the democratie
peasantry, capable of revolutionary actions againat Tsarism,
With the treachery of the bourgeoisie, it became incumbent
upon the working class to assume the leadsrship of the
movement, and together with the peasantry and democratic
urban petty-bourgecisie carry out the revolution to its
end, This the Mensheviks never understood. Believing that
the bourgeoisie was still a democratic force, they concluded
from the bourgeois democratic character of ihe revolution,
that it was the duty of Marxists to help the bourgeoisie
come to power - and thus were led to pursue a counter-
revolutionary line,

4 PROVISIONAL REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OR AN ELECTIVE
PROVISIONAL GOVERFMERT - TWO LINES AND TACTICS IN THE
1905 REVOLUTION

We had in the above stated that the main question that
confronted Marxist revolutionaries at the outbreak of the
1905 Revolution, was how to bring about the overthrow of
the Tsarist autoeracy and with what kind of gover;ﬁent it
ought to be replaced. Let us examine the differing answers
of the Bolsheviki and Mesheviki to this question, According
to Lenin, the prerequisite for the establishment o¢f the
government of the people or any sort of a popular'orgun
of power whatsoever is the revolutionary overthrow of
Psarism. Lenin said that it was @surd to maintain that
the Tsar will tolerate a democratic government of the
people, According to Lenin, '

I SRS,
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n_,, a provisional revolutionary government alone,
one, moreover, that will be the organ of a wicto-
rious popular insurrection, can secure full freedom
of agitation in the election ca:paign and convere
an assembly that will really express the will of the
people, Is this postulate correct? Wnoever took 1t
into his head to dispute 1t would have to assert that
it is possible for the tsarist government not to side
with the reaction, that it is capable of being neutral
during the elections, that 1t will see to it thet the
will of the people is really expressed. Such assertions
are so absurd that no one would venturs to defend them
openly; but they are being surreptitiously smuggled in
under liberal colors.” (Two Tactics, p. 15)

Hence, in order to assure the fullest possible freedom,
the people must first overthrow the Tsarist autocratic rule,
and replace it by & provisional revolutionary government. The
class conient of such a provisional revolutionary government
can only be the revolutionary democratic dictatorship of

the proletariat and peasantry.

The fundamental @spects of Lenin's conception of a provi-
sional revolutionary government can be enumerated as follows

a) The class content of such a popular organ is the revo-
jutionary democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and pea-
gantry. Formally, juristically seen, '1t'd be a provisional
revolutionary government since it represents g transitional
government relying on the armed might of a victerious insur-
rection., Lenin stresses that the form (i.e. provisional revo=
Jutionary government) and content (i.8. revolutionary demo=-
cratic dictatorship of the brecad masses) are inseperable,

b) Sueh & revolutionary government of the broad masses can
ever come into being only after the successful overthrow of
Pesarism and the destruction of the Tsarist state machinery
- 1t i8 the result of an armed insurrection, =

i
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"Only such & victory will be precisely a dictator-
ship, 1.e, it must rely on military force, and the
arming of the masses, and not on institutions of
one kind por arother established in a 'lawful' or
tpeaceful'way," (Two Tactis)
The whole point of Lenin is that if one wanis democracy
and a8 people's government, one has to firgt carry out an
armed revolution,

¢) Only the revolutionary democratic dictatorship of the
proletariat and peasantry can be the real guarantee of the
people's freedom and assure the democratic convocation of
8 constituient assembly. A democratic election under the
rule of Tsar is unthinkable.

d) It is the task of revolutionary, iarxists to prepare
the masses organizationally, politically and militarily
for the armed struggle, to make them conscious of its
inevitability, and to combat all reactionary manouvers that
distract the masses from their actual historical, tasks,

In general, we can seem up Lenin's considerationa as
follows, - in order to attain democracy, one must firat
create the material conditione for democracy ; everything
else is illusionary,

The Mensheviks on the other hand were opposed to this
position and propagated an opportunist line which among
others, nad the following points:

1) The lienshevike never really set up the task of
overthrowing the Tsarist autocracy as their main task, =~
Instead they concentrated on calling for the formation
of a representative institution to be brought into existence
ag a result of the revolutionary pregsure of the people
and the like. Lenin points out tnat the lLlensneviks here
commiit the same error as the liverals, who "prattle about
a "constitusnt" gessembly and bashfully shut their eyss to
the fact that power and authority remain in the hands of
the Tsar, forgetting that in order to "constitute" one
must posseas the power to do so." (Two Tacties, p,23)
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Furthermore Lenin says that the Mensheviks,
w, , . forgot that so long @s power remained in the
hands of the Tsar, all decisions passed by any represen=
tavies whatsoever would remain empty and miserable prattle,
as was the case with the ndecisions” of the Frankfurt
Parlament, femous in the history of the German Revo-

lution of 1848." (ibd.)

2) The Mensheviks maintained that pince the 1905 revo=-
Tution was & bourgeois revolution, it was the task of
Marxists to help the bourgeoisie come to power. The provi=-
sisional government must be a government of the bourgeois,
Their provisional popular government didn't express the
revolutionary demccratic dictatorship of the proletariat
and peasantry but the rule of ths bourgeoisie, This position
was erroneous in two aspects:

a) The Mensheviks did not take into account that the

bourgeoisie was no longer a democratic force, rather

a hindrance to the democratic revolution,

b) This. policy condemned the working clase to tailing the

bourgeoisie and be dependent on 1t.

3) The Mensheviks neglected the task of preparing the
masses for the armed struggle and instead propagated par-~
lamentary means of struggle'during the 1905 Revolution, (See
tonference Resolution of the Mensheviki) Their methods
of struggles were of & parlamentary nature; elections,
lobbying with the bourgeoisie, etc... at 8 time when the
meterial conditions for the parlamentary form of struggle
were nonexisteni- and that was their mistake.

RBefore going over to deasl with the historical experien-
ces of other revolutions, we think it is expedient to have
a look at the position of the renegade ESUNA/Federation
leadership and compare it with that of the Mensheviksé, As
a matter of fact the renegade ESUNA/Federation leadership
which has removed itself from the ranks of the Ethioplan
Student Movement seems to have taken over the fundamental
jdeas of the Menshevike in toto. Likewise, thess renegades

.

maintain that it is posible or rather the task of the day

to institute through elections & provisional popular gove
ernment-~all we have to do is to ask the military government
to step down., the similarities ¢f this position with thowe
of the Mensheviks are; .

a) that just as much as the Mensheviks wanted a provisional
government without overthrowing the Tsarist sutocracy, the
renegade ESUNA/Federation also believes that & popular gov-
ernment can come into béing without an armed revolutione
without the destruction of feudalism and imperialism in
Ethiopla. Licreover, how on earth the military governmen

will comply to their kind regquests to step down i3 indeed
a great mystery,

b) that the ESUNA/Pederation leadership believe that slectoral
methods of struzgle will work in Ethiopia, in a country that
doesn't know the slightest inkling of democracy and where the
material conditions for democracy don't exist.

Furthermore, the ESUNA/Federation leadership thinks that

the provisional popular government it is struggling for,

will be the government of the bourgeoisie. Let us quote

them -

el NTL R AR L Ne YA AHOGN NTAR RAIARRDS AR SHAD
ABOZTT fTHT @114t AfNelal 18TAD tiedlnm ® 314 nhCT
2P NCH? 014 AIZAUNS CHSP asndn Aphin AnnC 40
eUMY BA ST AANY VAT TARS 44 g1 BenAch ...

J99.h.4 1Y MC B 1974 AAR/IR 14/

The renegads ESUNA/Federation leadership says thaei the
government of the bourgeoisie CPIHIT nCHE @Y
will guarantee bourgeois democratic liberties, In Caombate
organ of ESUNA- we read that since the demccratic petty~
bourgecisie is better than the fascistic petty-bourreoisie
we mugt struggle for a provisional popular government of
the petty-bourgeosie, -~ This is the same argumsnt of the
Mensheviki who used %o say that we ought to support the
bourgecisie come to power and followed a policy of tailing
the bourgecisie,
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A pimilar parallel to the differences within the Ethio-~
pian left concerning the question of a peocple's government
also existed during the Juns 1924 revolution in Albania, In
the courss of the Juns 1924 revolution, there arose the
question whether one ghould call for & popular government
of the bourgeoisie or struggle for & true people's govern=
ment. We put down velow what the Albenian communists have

4 -
- aay“abf:;aibourgeoia democrats lacked the regolution

t;.carry the revolution through to the end, they

feared ths people more than +the counter-revolution,

and as a result, they compromised with reaction.

This clase was no longer to lead the new revolution,
although the poesibility of its participation in it

was not excluded. It must be replaced by the

communists, who were the most consistent revolutionaries,
and the new revolution should bring to power mnot the
bourgeois regime of 1924, although the latter was

more progressive than Zog rgime, but @& popular regime.

H, Xe8lo, one of the outstanding representatives
of the revolutionary younger generation, wrote in
November 192§z v14 48 not now in the interests of
the Albanian people to establish the national
bourgeoisie regime, becauss this was bankrupted on
Dec. 24, 1924, but it is necessary and indispensable
for the masses of 1abor to came to power.,'

Here it was not a question of & proletarian
revolution, nor of a socialist regime either, but
of a people's revolution and & people's regime, the
establishment of & dictatorsnip of workers and
peasants waich would fulfill and carry through the
vourgeois democratic task, and would prepare the
condition for raising the revolution to & higher
level, to a socialist one."”

Not to fight for any other government, then the revolu=
tionary democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and
the peasantry! - that was the single correct policy of the

R EIE—— /

B
(Albanien) Communiste in 1924, In Ethiopie too, whers the
petty-bourgeoisie who led the February movement has shown
{tself incapable of leading the revolution to its end, the
task of revolutionaries is not to call for a so-called
popular government of the petty-bourgeoisie, but to atruggle
for the revolutionary democratic dictatorship of the prole~

tariat and peasant ~, 1.,e, t0 carry on the demgeratic revoe
lution to its end.

At this point, the well-known reactionaries in Algeria
jump into the fray, and say well perhapas the provisional
popular government is not a true people's government after
all, but isn't it better than the “fageist junta®? They point
out to Greece and say is not the Caramanlis government better
than the former Papadopulous/Gezekis fascist regime? To be
brief =

a) firstly, the military government in Ethiopla, the
way how things presently stand not a fasciat government as
the clique in Algeria maintains - it only shows how much
ignorant they are about the essence of fascism .

b) secondly, during the rule fuscist Papadopoulos/Gizikis
regime in Greece, the revolutionary Greek communists didn't
call for a "popular provisional government" of the Caramanlis
type, but were struggling for LAOKRATIA - (Greek word for
people's rule) As a matter of fact, 1t was the fascist junta
in Greece that called upon Caramanlis to take over power, and
the first thing that the revolutionary greek communists did
was to announce that they would struggle againat this farce
vigorously. But this is all humbug for our friend Berhane
Meskel and Company in Algeria - they want a Caramanlis type of
government in Ethiopia under the overccat of a "provisional
popular government™,

¢) thirdly, it is sbsolutely i1llogical to argue for the
pecesaity of a "provisional popular governmeni®™ by saying it
will be anyway better than the military government,
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Well, for all that matters, is not & true people's

government petter than both? Why not gtruggle for 1it?

Let us got further and take another example from the

experiences of the working class movement to show the

reactionary nature of the slogan for an elective "provi-

gional popular government",

t us see the attitude of the degenerate

and renegate communist party of spain -~ the Carillo Group =
3 in that country. At & meeting held

the deputy general secretary of

Specifically, le

to the recent event
in W, Germany 8 month ago,

the CPS explaimed the policies ©
the formation of a provisional government in Spain, Here

an excerpts from press reports about the meeting. - )
w,,.(the deputy general gecraetary) was unusually bitter

in discussing the record of the Portuguesse Communists,
who he said had broken an agreement among the Vest
Buropean parties that they qould try to come to power
only through popular elections... he said (that the

Portuguese Communist party) had a wpetersburg complex"
power by force in Lisbon, as the

f his party and called for

in trying to sieze
Bolsheviks had in Russia in 1917."

ommunist party of Portugual of trying
the deputy general gecretary of the
o the same press

After accusing the ¢

to sieze power by force,

renegate CPS, further said according t

reporte that
wprince Juan Carlos should appoint & provisional govern-

representing the democratic groups and then call for
vernment." (International

ment
elections to choose a popular go

Herald Tribune Nov. 6/75)

This is how a traitor to the spanish working class speaks!
and fits almost literally word for word to the statements of
those forces in Ethiopia calling for a provisional popular
government! Indeed birds of a feather, flock together!
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One thing the statement of the de
e . t puty general gecreta
metho:ss:;wi;:ifha: an_armed revolution and the elect:ial
g ods of *h; ng to power are mutually exclusive., On the
etruggling gor ;:ail:§:?3:t:§n:TZIfgrces s

v : & so~called popular gover
::iagzzszzzziu:;onary overthrow of Franco's fiscis:m::: :::
ienssihnen a revolutionary democratic dictatorship of t

under the leadership of the working class h°

To some up the experiences o bhe d f erent de!h (]
¥ £ i f ocrati

Zh e 0 ch that tal of a p()pu‘,}ar

I‘evol.ltiﬁ‘ 8 in the NOI'ld tea us k to alk
overnment Witﬂodb overtnrow )18 8e38 via
4 ing t ruling clas : §
1 I’ h terial conditio
utic and W o) eat ng € mate a ond’

armed revo ion Y ith ut creati t nes

for democrac
Y, 18 pure nonsense -
tunists and renegades. ia the talk only of oppor-

THE QUES
QUESTION OF PROVISIONAL POPULAR GOVERNMENT IN ETHIOPIA

With the :
‘Silon i:izjfa: i:rgziie ?:laasie and the accession of
A ection of the "Ethiopian A
governmeni izrbthe sstablishment of a provisionas popi?ii
o o o :ii?nstituted out of the Derg and represene—
ietintns oae's : erent sections of the population. At the
L o e :;a:: reflected the aspirations and hopes
Pl ¢ petty-bourgecisie that wers shoved
it o ary takeover, and who felt they were

manding their share of power,

Our union, the Ethiopian Students Urion in &=
i:z:u::eoiefi:n;nflccnsistently fought again:t“:;z:e;IETZn
a) So long iw;er:ZiZSmreaZO?sg L
el b 1 an eudalism are not dé
peopl::ti:::r:ocdetermine the desting of the Ethi::::zyed
. Wh;n e br:u;d exist no popular government in Ethiopia
Sabeed ad massea enjoy the fullest demccratic '
at is, feudal and imperialist opprassion are
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doeg the poesibility for the agtablishment

done away with
jat
of popular govaernment exist. )
he so~called uprovisicnal popular - e
S st t sectiona of inhe populatio

qovernment" to be

13 ffaren
constituted out of the differe :
can not ove truly & gavernmanc of

4 At L )
: atic dict
3 tionary democra . ‘ :
Ger ( popular government, a governmen of
s and the decisive

the popular magses, Only
atorahip of the proletariatl

and peasantry ¢an be 8

Ltne p u BIEL < ONE A i\.)l.1"
§ ap lar masses. peye] ly.f‘ the gtave &
wil ¥ 1

Tum 1 reaucratic
;8 of power are in the hands of the buresd
i PP f g evolution, no elaction, can
Led the re o 3
rnd enemies of ©a€ 1

th 9~~":3“i L;ﬂ merx v Of & opu a8 IOVEI.LXueL‘b.
€ ! E ) D lar K
L

atsoever lead 1o : s
th‘ thgnsociproljtical reality in Ethiopia, the only
nder ) 1

: & are the feudaliats,
i from such elections
that could penefit - -
qmperialiste and pureaucratic bourgeoisie what w o
mper " an ‘ N ‘ i
. heir government under the cloak "provisiona 11
A ‘ der these forces are vociferously calling

bourgeoigie

i

vernment®, No won
iir a "provisional,popular government". e eetion
@) A Popular government is net ihe reﬁul o} GOWﬁ“ -
after the DerTg complies with the demand; 0 aie%e " t;e
15 the result of the revolutionary armed struig.to g
.onle. Moreover, 1o call upon the masses tg 5? " o
piJ; ;;ma when thay are engaged in & revolutionary 8iIrugé
a 3

BE 1 egnemies g8 toQ distIdCb them from .thelr revolu“
ai“st theirx nel e8, i Xe hem
2 -

i erioda the
tionary sxe, In revolutionary pe '
D it by dirsct and revoluticnary forms

¥ laced
e T ay is not to call upon

yrole, The main task of the d .
O : wpopular! government but to prepare
‘ politically and militarily for
alone can bring about

the masses to elect &
the people organizationally, _ ‘
the new democratic reavolution - whic%ﬁ e
a truly popular government; & pecple's gov

those who call themselves

1 popular govVern=

A most stupid argument given by i
- d provisiong
“progressive" for the so-called P

could give the paople
ment is allegedly the fact that it d

democratic righte. Sl
through &an elective “provisional popular government a sl
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however, democraldc liberties are the results of the democraiic
revolution, - which presupposes the destruction of the
anti-democratic forces, i,e, Imperislism and Feudalism, in
Ethiopia, -~ Those who call for & “provisional popular
government® however sssume that one could get democracy
without the democratic revolution - all that has got to be
done is ¢all upon the Derg to step down, This is not only
illusionary but also reactionary - deludes the masses as
to the perapectives of struggles. It 1s like wenting the
results of the democratic revolution, without having to
carry out the democratic revolution.

The dialectic of the February movement showed that
political liberties are only the products of the revolu~
tionary struggle of the broad masses, against Imperialism
and Feudalism, The political libverties the pecple enjoyed
during the Budalkachew/June period, where not the gifte
of a "provisionally elescted popular government™ or any
other sort of reformst government whatsoever, but rather
the direct results of the people's struggle. It showed
that democracy can only be won along the path of strugpgls.
This lesson that been paid for by the blood fo the Ethiopian
peoples, seems to have been forgotten by those petty-bour-

geoisle opportunists, that now trail behind the footetepe
of the "Ethiopian Democratic Union,®

No wonder therefors, that the great majority of those
8incere revolutionaries and democrats, as & result of their
own experiences and the ideologlcal struggle carried ocut
by revolutionaries against this slogsen, came to realize the
reactionary content of this slogan and have repudiated it.
To that extent too, we have the feudalists, buresucratic-

bourgecisie and imperiaiists embrace this slogan and call
for a popular government,

hAside from the Federation, the youth organization of
Assfa Wossen, the forces that are presently calling for a
pepular government are the feudslists, buresucraf capitelists,

the Ethiopian Demccratic Union and the underground paper
"DEMQCRACIAY,
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and monarchist bourgeoisie, also without merging
with 1t, That is how matters stand,
The tactical slogans you have formulated in the
name of the Conference coincide with the glorans
of the "Constitutional-Cemocratic" Party, i.e.,
the party of the monarchist bourgeoisie, moreover,
you did not even notice or realize this coincidence,

thus actually following at the tail of the Oavobozh-
dentsi."” (Two Tacties)

However if we do not sink in the mire of phraselogy

and are not intoxicated with the mere word "popular"” but
give it a definite class content and understand by. it the
revolutionary democratic dictatorship of the proletariat

~ that is something which the feudaligta and all counter-
revolutionaries do not naturally accept but bitterly oppose,
And that is not bad, but good. Moreover this correct slogan
does not only enlighten the broad masses about the class
content of a truly popular government, but also shows them

the path along which it can be attained - the path of revolu=-
tion.

Presently in Ethiopia, there are two contradictory slogsns,
which are pesed as the main task of the day, The first slogan
calls for the arming and organization of the people; the
second slogan calls for the establigshment of a "provisional

popular government", It does not require muck thinking to
realize that both slogans are

mutually exclusive,
‘he first slogan which calls for the arming of the people
18 the correct and revolutionary one, It points out the main

link in the chain of tasks and expresses the most fundamental
condition under the present reality in Bthiopia necessary to
advance the revolutionary struggle forward.The second slogan
is an opportunisi, yes, reactionary slogan. Not only does

1% sow confusion regarding the real material conditions
necessary to carry the revolution forward, but also works

in the hands of the feudalisis and bureaucratic capitalists,

who in calling for a "popular provisional government" are
staging the scense for their comeback,
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Indeed, let us take thal mow current and generally ac-
copted slogan, “For a Constituent Assembly on the basis
of universal, direct, and equal suffrage by secret ballot™
Is that slogan adequate from the standpoint of consistent
democracy? Is it adequate in the light of the urgent revo-
lutionary tasks of the present moment? The answer to both
tiese questions can be only in the negative. To be conviuced
that this 1s so one has only to examine carcfully our
Party programme, to which our organisations, unfortunately,
do not often refer and which they guote and disseminate all
1o little. (As a happy exception, worthy of the widest’
emulation, we note the recent reprint of our Party prograunime
in leaflet form by the Riga, Voronezh, and Moscow commit-
tees.) The keynote of our programme, too, is the demand for
a popular Constitnent Assembly (lel us agree, for brevity's
sake, to use the word “popular” as denoting =sullrage that is
universal, etc.). But this slogan does unot stand isolated
in our programme. The context and the addenda and notes
prevent any misconstruction on the part of those whe are
least consistent in the struggle for Hberty o who even strug-
gle against it. It occurs in our programume in conjunction with
the foilowing other slogans: (1) the grerihrow of the tsarist
antocracy; (2) its replacement by the democratic republic
(3) the sovereignty of the people, safeguarded by a demo-
cratic constitution, i.e., the councentration of supreme
governmental authority entirely in the hands of a legislative
assembly composed of representatives of the people and
forming a single chamber.

g G

In plain and simple Russian, an organ of power of the
people which temporarily assumes the duties of a government
ollapsed is called a provisional revolutionary
government. Such a government is bound to be provisional,
for its authority expires with the convocation of a constit-
uent assembly representing the whole people. Such a gov-
ernment is bound to be revolutionary, for it replaces a gov-
ernment that has collapsed, and it does so with th t
of the revolution. The very replacement of one by the other
cannot occur other than by revolutionary means. Such a
government must become an “organ of power of the people”,
carrying out everywhere the demands put forward by the
people and replacing at once, immediately and everywhere
all the old, autocratic and Black-Hundred “organs of power”
b'y organs of power of the people, i.e., either by representa-
tives of the provisional revclutionary government or by
elected persons in all cases where elections are possible—on

the basis, of course, of universal, equal and direct suffrage
by secret ballot. &
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Thus, we are told that a decisive victory of the revolu-
tion over tsarism may be marked either by a victorious
insurrection, or ... by a representative institution’s deci-
sion to sct up a constituent assembly! What does that
mean? How are we to understand it? A decisive victory may
be marked by a “decision” to set up a constituent assem-
bly?? And such a “victory” is put side by side with the es-
tablishment of a provisional government which will “emerge
from a victorious popular insurrection™!! The Conference
failed to note that a victorious popular insurrection and the
establishment of a provisional government would signify
the victory of the revolution in actual fact, whereas a
“decision” to set up a constituent assembly would signify
a victory of the revolution in words only.

The Conference of the new-/skra Mensheviks fell into
the very error that the liberals, the Osvobozhdeniye group,
are constantly making. The Osvobozhdeniye group prattle
about a “constituent” assembly, bashfully shutting their eyes
to the fact that power and authority remain in the hands
of the tsar and forgetting that to “cdustitute” one must
possess the power to do so. The Conference also forgot that
it is a far cry from a “decision” adopted by representatives—
no matter who they are—to the fullilment of that decision,
The Conference also forgot that while power remains in the
hands of the tsar all decisions of any representatives what-
soever will remain empty and miserable prattle, as was the
case with the “decisions” of the Frankfort Parliament,
famous in the history of the German Revolution of 1848. In
his Neue Rheinische Zeitung't Marx, the representative of

the revolutionary proletariat, castigated the Frankfort
Osvobozhdeniye-type liberals with merciless sarcasm. pre-
cisely because they uttered fine words, adopted all sorts
of democratic “decisions”, “constituted” all kinds of liber-
ties, while in fact they left power in the hands of the king

and failed to organise an armed struggle against the mili-
tary forces at the king's disposal. e

e T It is possible
that the tsarist government will succeed in convening a repre-
sentative assembly for the purpose of striking a deal with
the liberal bourgeoisie; providing for that eventuality, the
Third Congress resolution speaks plainly about “hypocrit-
ical policy”, “pseudo-democracy”, “a travesty of popular
representation, such as the so-called Zemsky Sobor”.*But
the whole point is that this is not said in a resolution on
a provisional revolutionary government, for it had nothing
to do with a provisional revolutionary government. This
eventuality defers the problem of the insurrection and of
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ablishment of a provisional revolutionary govern-
menty it alters this problem, ete. The point at issue today
i~ not that all kinds of combinations are possible, that both
victory and defeat are possible or that there may be direct
op cirenitous paths; the point is that it is impermissible
\ Social-Democrat 1o causc confusion in workers’ minds
4< to which is the genuinely revolutignary. path; that it is
impermissibie to Teseribo as a decisive vietory, as Osvobo-
Shdeniye does, something which lacks the main condition
for victory. It is possible that we chall win even the eight-
hour day, not at one stroke. but only in a long and round-
Jhout way; but what would you say of a man who calls such
nppotence, such weakness as renders the proletariat inca-
pable of counteracting procrastination, delays, haggling,
treachery, and peaction--a victory for the workers? It is
possible that the Russian revolution will end in an “abortive
constitution”, as was once ctated in Vperyed,® but can this
justify a Qocial-Democrat, who on the eve of a decisive
drugple would call this abortion a “decisive victory over
tearism”? 1t is possible that at worst we shall not only fail
to win a republic but that even the constitution will be
itlusory, a constitution «q la Shipov™,H but would it be
pardonable for a Gocial-Democrat to tone down our repub-

lican slogan?

the est

for ¢

To advance the

revolution, to take it beyond the limits to which the monarch-
ist bourgeoisie advances it, it is necessary actively to
produce, emphasise, and bring into the foreiront slogans
that will preclude the “ipconsisteney” of hourgeois democracy.
At present there are only two such slogans: 1) & provisional
revolutionary government. and 2) a republic, because the
slogan of a popular constituent assembly has been accepied
by the monarchist Dourgzeoisic_(see the programme of the
Osvobozhdeniye league) and accepted lor the very purpose
of devitalising the revolution, preventing its complete vic-
tory, and enabling the big Tourgeoisie to strike a huckster's
bargain with tsarism. And now we sce that of the two slo-
gans, which alone are capable of advancing the revolution,
the Conference completely forgot the slogan of a republic.
and plainly put the slogan of a provisional revolutionary

government on a par with the Osvobozhdeniye slogan of a
the one and

popular constituent assembly, calling both
the other “a decisive victorv of the revolution™!!
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owing to their C]lag\;dnt a decisive victory. We know chéz
yidbeisive strug l“ 'POS'ltxon they are incapable of wa ind
fettored by p;,igvftedgamst tsarism; they are too he‘a%il]g:
enter into a de(:ici:'e qtprope-ny, by capital and land tz)
;’f tearism, with .i/ts bx‘ir:l"tiglri.lii([“h;yl%mnd ill‘ el nead
ot use apains sl olice, and military )
it to be dgolltx:'bt"’;ge ’S“)lf’!armt and the feasantry, rtyof:)\?:::
i ey m(f o,‘(hAo ()l‘]'l_‘,'. foree capable of gaining *
FLbt oo 1o amass !'t t.fmjxsm « is the people, i.e., the Dr%l ;
Pt rumln‘ ry, if we take the main, big forces aned-
of “the people”) l;etd.:(} urban petty Lourgeoisie (alSO'Pﬂl’t
sive victory over 1<“.'(,”.,the two. “The revolution's deci-
revolutionary-demo sarism” means the establishment of th
the peasantry. Guaetalie Clalorshiy of the proleturiat gnd
conclusion. which I; “ \fx/a‘ group cannot escape from this
$askce t5-capuisle-of /.'.f:yud mdxc‘uted long ago. No other
And-siseh-a \'icmf?m.’-“g a decxsjve victory over tsarism
TR LT, r)] }\nll be precisely a dictatorship f.6.
the masses, on arbx rely on military force, on the arming of
one kind or anoll lnsurr(.;.‘tmn. and not on institutions of
way. It can kbe O'I]C{,‘-“‘Stﬂl{xlsllod na lawiul” or “DCat‘eflﬁ)"
changes urgently : :i . (.1.“;?("“0”.“1” for realisation of th
S (:‘11 ab:\.mutply indispensable to the prolee
from the landlorg:ast:;n,““.' will evoke desperate reSistancg;
Sl 4 dictatorqhi./’ he '}%‘1q'1)01U'g({(>ir«:i0, and tsarism: With-
resistance and r(: e}:l it s impossible to break down that
t will '} pe a cemocratic, not a socialist di i
revolutil())(;u?rl:'dbc}g .(Js"lmmm By bk i“te"medig!’i'ti:(;ri}:pf
capitalism. At hve::t O?gmun) to affect the f‘)U“‘d&bti‘OgnS gf
Lution of landed i virLs bring abont a radical redistri-
:v;“lﬂblish consistent g:"t:}})?‘sl{i\,{'a:r[:}oii;\")llr Ofl :lhe -y
dsn 5 e e ) i acy, includi
Asiat(i)i -llwr;‘gublu, eradicale all the “PP"UFSi\}é]gfzgfuﬁr)rma;
age, not only in rural but also in factoryelsifg
1)
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ive at the indubitable '(-on_c}us‘l.on_it\‘}ff\t.w;t

Thas, ¥ ties which, by its objective signiii le} .
is 11 “?W_I‘S}itrfl }25 ;z‘a.nds of "the bourgeois Hc{emocritio u\:)
B o oanisational diffuseness which goeue and
D!'t‘f““\l“g_f_“ (Lriltea the px‘im‘iple of (‘()mpru;l‘\:t,” o
hinglé]' 35'(3&01\&%( “l’“’zu‘tv literature fr;')m';::!rleof tu‘:e},on,l‘
A o ima ins ction; conlust )
liuling.({f thn-;‘fv‘-)xl;sofcbf}xltb}:l(‘rri,evolu'ﬁonar)‘ pro etarlatf\‘vﬁ\t
lar_polificey > UI?\‘m‘:H'ChlSt Dourgeolsie; m.s:tomotr{ :;Qm“w
e 'Of tfh('? “::"\T;Lmti(‘)xl's Tocisive victory o\'he‘r' }an.ﬂ-i:m
ni(llutlizt?t‘:i:vn L{c‘»gother produce tl}mt ch]r‘\;»-p(:l}:-)p(:-(m:tm-i';‘;t,'
a *8E taht ) ot ‘hich bewlilders la ‘
s revf)‘u}YSH]M{»}»M;JF';::’i\t\s}u;}x\ulorstanding,' m}('l :{(‘httolielz
it l1't‘‘;SC."ial;Dexm.u‘tx"uzy instead of pon; -1&%n“y
o M(ihc*:a;) tom\'ictory and getting all the revoiu g
the only way

, to adhere t0
and republican clements of the people
the prolclariat‘s slogan.

Only an armed uprising
can be that slogan. The Qﬂ\'("rrc}lmnt}'.j)((';:n\';ggili(:‘lésf zﬁé‘:ﬁg;};
, B ar representative  body
“kufl p(i’t}i\:idrfur r;«}:ilt(ation for a truly popular reprc&ntz}x—
“'p-lmrlh::l‘v for nmk?nu the broadest musses of the pe}og’ e
:llI:(({('l':l(U‘H“ that at Pl'ésent. (after .ﬂ.)e tszu“sv flrazl'dfm;'xrn‘r(gox\)'s_x
-kery of the people) anly a prn\'m(;na]'rmo u io 31 S
iy er‘{ can couvene a truly representative body, an \ 1:1
{!‘«r:‘::::\b!i;h such_a government the \"icmry O‘f a‘m ms?;‘i';t-
nd the actual overthrow of} tw-:.st’tixx‘l\Soigzn\\l’zi(;cee;);mé
Tod Le hard to imagine a hede , 8 :
lu‘ui\t\ao;':m If,)r an uprising apd in urd‘m('y‘wm;(éng?c; trl;‘:)t-
n:-nati(m full clarity regarding the Dl'()ﬁla! g T, This
visional revolutionary gu\'emuwnt 1% d ‘wt .n vhi?h wé ke
progranine should consist of the si }lt,}‘{;‘]he\}—{e\'olutionary
indicated previously (see I’rule_*l‘ar‘//,.\o‘ i, *x iy X
,\rmv and the Revolutionary (m_\'vrnmont_ ¥ 1% ‘thlmx\ (;;:;';ple-
of a popular constituent uﬁ:scmhl‘\j.; 2) ?Vrmmg 0' n,. ' s
g’»f) ‘p«?li{icul freedom—the 1mmmlm.hf 1cpfaI‘J)lfiﬁgillaf\:se;lgg
contradict ity 4) com.pleto.‘cy'it:lna' tiz?)][l:‘[“‘{i[jﬁ——.th[\ et
for all oppressed and disfranchize Bakioui o
people cannot win liberty for thelywhg{ \\ gl P
for the liberty of the other }u\llnnnht{h;,l.:)")mt wmant-
hour working day; b) the .(‘.Mubhshmvu't U };eai{ oL
tees for the support and upp!emculatmn 0l a N i dt i
reforms, among them agrartan yeforms, up to at g

the confiscation of the landlords’ land. 1%

=P O

To anyone

Who, because of this conclusion, would accuse us of a pens
vhant for paradoxes, we issue the following challenge: let
I refute the proposition that, il we are not strong enough
tu bring the revolution to a suceessful conclusion, if the
tevolution ends in a “decisive victory” in the Osvobozhdeniye
mse, e, only in the form of a representative assembly
tonvened by the tsar, one that could be called a constituent
wssembly only in derision—then that will be a revolution
which the landlord and big bouwrgeois element will

through a really great revolution, if history does not allow
x “miscarriage” this time, if we are strong enough to carry
the revolution to a successful conclusion, to a decisive vie-
Lory, not in the Ostvbozhdeniye or the new-{skra sense of
the word, then that will be a revolution in which the
Jeasant and proletarian element will preponderate. 2

There is nothing more ridiculous than this pompous advance-
ment of the slogan of “extreme opposition” in a resolution
which begius by referring to a “decisive victory of the revo-
Jution” and to a “popular insurrection”! Try to conceive,
gentlemen, what it means to be the “extreme opposition”
in a period of insurrection. Does it mean exposing the govern-
ment, or deposing it? Does it mean voting against the
povernment, or defeating its armed forces 1n open battle?
Does it mean relusing to replenish the government's
exchequer, or the revolutionary seizure of that exchequer for
the needs of the uprising, to arm the workers and peasants,
wid to convoke a constituent assembly? Are yon not begin-
ning to understand, gentlemen, that the term “extreme oppo-
sition” expresses only negalive actions—exposing, voting
nuainst, refusing? Why is that so? Because this term applies
unly to the parliamentary struggle and, moreover, in a
period when no one makes “decisive victory” the immediate
ubject of the struggle. Are you net beginning to understand
that things change cardinally in this respect.rom the moment
the politically oppressed people launch a determined attack
wlong the whole front in desperate struggle for victory?
I'he workers ask us: Must the urgent business of insurrec-
tion be energetically begun? What is to be done to make
the incipient insurrection victorious? What use should be
~ made of victory? What programme can and should then be

inplemented? The now-&skrists, who are making Marxism
more  profound, answer: we must remain the party of
extreme revolutionary opposition. ... Well, were we not right
i calling these knights past masters of philistinism? 13
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v istory, said Marx.**
wolutions are the locomotives of history, sal )
Rel};t)\l’\(:éions are festivals of the nppressedlz‘u‘ui!nn‘:e coxsliatl;;ol’lletlo
s i 13 e s mufczftf?:‘set‘}f)i:)ﬁo‘;\’ Qozigi order, as
e _forwafrd 'i?o?littil(:s.l}:\atssilc}; times the people are c_apa%)le
o atfoniatng miracles, if judged by the limited, p}_uhstme
g llOFf.OIi(mIE% l'azllielli'st progress. But it is essential that
?'a'fgg:‘lscof the rg\'olutinnary pixrtics. too, should ad\"axtlhcﬁlzhe:g
a(;'ms more comprehensively and b.nldly]' ‘a:,Cscui)lfx Jle 1mv(,)l;l-
B e e S}l;:}l\lt\a;:‘;{:}asc lfe:'ilta;:i lbeacon, reveal to
jonary initiative o  masses, gel s B, MR b
t)!::vl:;\l gur democratic and socialist ld‘(?al.l{‘n t:.\lqlnl(isnxlxz):zndxltl\:‘]:
and splendour, and show them the 5l1f)71\t7(.vs‘ ‘wdorv S i
route to complete, absolute, and decisive v

feave to the opportunists of the OsveJQ()zlztlenz;{le b(}ncrgﬁln;::i
‘ inventing hout, circuitous paths o
the task of inventing rounda ) ‘ s oy
; nd of the direct p
ise, out of fear of the revolution a the :
ll‘fl‘\:é ‘;‘:e forcibly compelled to draigtou.rscl\(;i}algggns’g;it
; ul i y in petty, ,
saths we shall be able to lulhl. our duty  pett ' _
Ei-a::rll.:a;m. But first let the choice of path be dec l\dEd-ull rttlx(t)}i
fess um;gg]c. We shall be traitors, betrayers of At h::e-\x(x)dulhei;'
i \\; do not use this festive energy ol the lud‘s;ﬁbﬂflcriﬁcin"
revolutionary ardour to wage a ruthlcss andt.stl ;--in)m“l"é()i_:
struggle for the direct and decisive path. L'e n..'“ cr&;’iveﬁ
opportunists contemplate theh fn.tutr'e :’Sii:tionmle:wn e
X xn Al
fear. The workers will not be inty i N
thought that reaction intoncisrtl(l) he texi{nbk,lgrélomftetx};ke}c):)um
i P b orkers (
geoisie proposes to recoil. The wo . .
ui::ke de;a)ds;I they are not asking for petty co:xcessllo;)ls:.e \yel:;?
they are striving towards is ruthlessly to cru§1d o
liunu;y forces, i.e., to set up a I‘(’I)Ollltl()lmlU}‘ftrlotf(l 'y
dictutorship of the proletariat and the peasantry.

Thirdly, history also confirms the trultl:o({lr:fg‘ldf}!éi?;ilzé
a self-evident tr\'xt_h) that n‘nll\l' it{h&ggxgg;imé ud_deciaind
victony qu{:f; (l::,)z‘t&ll:farf;:i“ n{i"utxld the munifripz\l_re‘;ovlutic;x'x
gelmlrlm -“\t in July 1759 have been pos_snbia if on JU{
“/l mef e of Paris. who had risen in arms. Lad ,t(l)
e thc‘ {ut'l,g roval troops, tuken the Bastille, and completely
('M'm?iu(i le r(;:ishnice of the autocracy? Or will the Ele\lv—
;E;\'::;ﬁ( p(-rhn}v).é. cite in this connection the ox.zu‘nrz!? 0 :lig
L‘Etv -Olf‘i\lunllwllior,. \vhq;-o the ‘mmln1(;1};}\’2‘:3331&;1,:?.mOk
Ostﬂ}.)liShl“f;lfll“0? lil\'l\l-:i'hzlam\)']:tli'} ufml.?lax;ks to the inlcn_danF
e peau% . \d\'fu‘r the kindness with which he had assisted
;:?S;»iesv%':vgd:li\tpuﬂilion'.’ Does the new [/skra perhaps expect

i i ¢ S . \the
that d\lril\" our Duma Cl('\'.'lll)l’l‘ campmgn We shall thanl\
& o

jni ‘ ? the
overnors for having eliminated themselves before
- . o ¥ “r)
%{:pturc of the Russian Dastilles? 18
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Thirdly, and lastly, it follows from
these words that Marx casligated the bourgeois democrats
for entertaining “constitutional illusions” in a period of
revolution and open civil war., The meaning of these words
becomes particularly obvious from the article in the Neye
Rheinische Zeitung of June 6, 1848. “A constituent national
assembly,” Marx wrote, “must first of all be an active,
revolutionary-active assembly. The Frankfort Assembly,
however, is busying itself with school exercises in parliamen-
tarianism while allowing the government to act. Let us assume
that this learned assembly succeeds, after mature considera-
tion, in evolving the best possible agenda and the best
constitution, but what is the use of the best possible
agenda and of the best possible constitution, if the German
governments have in the meauntime placed the bayonet on the
agenda?s

That is the meaning of the slogan: dictatorship, Wé can
judge from this what Marx's attitude would have been
towards resolutions which call a “decision to organise g
constituent assembly” a decisive victory, or which invite us
to “remain the party of extreme revolutionary opposition™

Major questions in the life of nations are settled only by
force. The reactionary classes themselves are usually the
first to resort to violence, to civil war; they are the first ta
“place the bayonet on the agenda”, as the Russian autocracy
has systematically and unswervingly been doing everywhere
ever since January 9. And since such a situation has arisen,
since the bayonet has really become the main point on the
political agenda, since insurrection has proved imperative
and urgent—constitutional illusions and school exercises in
parliamentarianism become merely a screen for the bourgeois
betrayal of the revolution, a screen to conceal the fact that
the bourgeoisie is “recoiling” from the revolution. It is
precisely the slogan of dictatorship that the genuinely
revolutionary class must advaunce, in that case. ie

8¢ long as the forces for an armed uprising and
s victory ar¢ still lacking, it is ridiculous even to speak of
fevolutionary people’s seli-government. That is not the, pro--
ogue to an uprising, but its epilogue. Such erroneous tactics
would merely play into the hands of the 03vobazhde.n;§iye
bourgeoisie, in the first lace by obscuring or shelving the
slogan of an uprising, ang replacing it with the slogan of the
organisation of revolutionary self-government."In the second
place, it would make it easier for the liberal ‘hourgeois to
represent their (Zemstvo and muuicipal) elections as popular
elections, since there can be no popular elections so long as
the tsar retains power, and the liberals may yeb succeed in

carryiog out Zemstvo and municipal elections despite 7

Mr. Durnovo's threats, (%




This peaceful idyll looks very much like puttingrevo-

tution off until the Greek calends.”” Whe is to omj?gnig the
ion i ular representation? The autocracy? But the

Muﬂ_g_pgp_____{’_.__-—r——r—g—r——‘n"‘
jatter consents to organise only the Duolygin Luina, which
g against and refuse to recognise

you yourselves are protestin

as popular representation! Qr, perhaps, the “nation’ will
itseld organise rgpreggntation of the people: so, why 18
it that the liberals are dead set againsta provisional revo-
Jutionary government, which can rely only ioLary
army? Why is it that, while at their congress they spoke in
the rame of the people, the liberals are taking no step that
would signify the nation being organised in 2 popular
representation? 1f, gentlemen, Yyou really represent: the
people and not the bourgeoisie which betrays the interests of
the people in the revolution, why don’t you appeal to the
army? Why don’t you announce a break with the autocratic
monarchy? Why do you shut your eyes o the inevitability
of a decisive struggle between the army of revolution and

the army of tsarism?
The reason is that you are afraid of the revolutionary

people; g

These words clearly show that our Party is concerned not
only with the purely formal, bu o wi i
conditions for the onvocation of a _cou titue! 4
~¢., with the conditrons which wou d make such an assembly
truly national and truly constituent. 11 is not enough to call
an assembly “constituent”, it is not enough to convene rep-
resentatives of the people, even though they be chosen by
universal and equal suffrage, direct elections and secret bal-
lot, even though freedom of elections be really guaranteed.
In addition to all these conditions, it is necessary that the
constituent assembly have the authority and the force to
constitule & new order. There have been cases in the history
of revolutions when an assembly was nominally constituent,
while in actual fact real force and power were not in its hands
but in the hands of the old autocracy. This was the case in
the German revolution of 1848, which explains why the “con
stituent” assembly of that period, the notorious Framkfurt
Parliament, acquired the shameful reputation of a contempt~
ible “talking ghop”. That assembly babbled about freedom,
decreed freedom, but took no practical steps to remove the
overnment institutions which were destroying freedom.
t iz quite patural, therefore, that that pitiable assembly of
pitiable liberal-bourgeois prattlers withdrew from the

scene in ignominy.
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The new-f
;-Fskra resolution «
arties ps i s Wl on the atiitude to
'l')demanstatw in black and white that the Social gppﬂsuton
“1) A t-of all enemies of {sarism™ IR
action byl:?xe?;da;{?egmvmm support of all determined
"esh hl . g Efl'e pl‘olf&'t&ﬂat dir{?ﬂ!ﬁd tow d A
In ows at isarism.” ' ards dealing
proposing an “agreer ——
n “agreement” with tl 2zl
.0a ¢ s 15 3 ;
"m:.x_uc and promising thenf “support”, P Osvobozhdeniye
“Zl)”(llg of the kind. » Parvus demands
enr iti L4
a Pgl)ulﬁﬁocg;lt;?n and unqualified support of the demand
B e 95}1;;’rltufm assembly elected on the’ basis df
and gmuﬁ,«; th;z’/.v-[ ?ge,: vfmc_i open action against all -p;rﬁp
whether 1t bo by llirri :t?;mg :;_? curtail the rights of the peopf;
Ak riting suifrage or by ¢ : ) '
 monarc Y CHUCLING SHIIAgE OF Dy scee *
[la:\?‘i;}"sg constitution in liew of a ‘coragtiﬁif;’x%it}}e gram Oi
QR s sopdicios 1he whele of the second part of il
Khiom thelO.szso‘E; Oﬁi;e;"n c_mm_piutely disregards the queqlmne&;
rom the ts: i n of a conatitoent ass : ;
.\'nursehr:sthd{‘ Y doubt? But why shouldn’t mgm;lgly' f;{onfg.
, esteemed heroes of “parliamentary agt}g::;; eL IEJ
< SR RIEDR n:

“r are vou
tsar? ‘*5’ no longer opposed to having it “gmmgdv by the

R W e

. But what does

it mean? How is
LR ow is this ove
v LS ove present government {
R ' £

l&g‘(e place? . i
includi i ¢} are now prepared to
fragp‘-’lggzctim demand for universa
21 v‘"CiS&?V Wh&t . I ) -
that the electio should constitute t
express tgi)—;!‘jt't_mng to such an assembly wil?pb real guarantee
He ;’hutf §;itere51s of the whole [;e};ple? @ free and wil
Vo faits iy =

questions does r}f})ggv"\e a clear and definite answer t

with the Autoerac grasp the meaning of the sto s
us to the quest racy”. And these questions inev'tg&bn o
ment; it i not (iii(;';ic?fitlilf er‘visinna} mm}"i'ibééiylgﬂsrliié
elections to a Consti ounderstand that really fr -

s to a Constituent Assembl ¥ iree, popul:
truly univers _ t Assembly, fully g nd
ot ozzf\;ai!: eg';luai; and direct sui’f;'age hy é{'im'dntcemg
B uitocracy ‘i:péﬂ%m“]e’ but actually imyxés%i%?lt batlot,
¥ bractical ld‘ex; n dxf we are in earnest in pfxtt{“ S e
Biloeratic gove:v?n for the immediate averth:g forward
precisely what mg}zfﬂ;. we must be clear in our mc;‘rv-]Of g?,e
Ehat is to be er government we want t ace the -t
overthrown. I ) o replace the on

should be the attitude of n other words, whai.do we thinz

e the Social- ;
PI'OVISl().nal covalutiongey govemg:::itlgeumcrats towards a

Q

is (see issuo No. 67 of
}d ivna.nce as their slogan
|, direct, and equal syf-

N




No, my dear Parvus! $o long as there ie no partiament o
Russia, applying the tactics of parliamentarianism to Russin
means so much unbecoming playing at arliamentarianism,
means tursing 1060 hangers-on to the Tandlords, Tnstead at
being leaders of the revolutionary Workers ai itd v

ac] nts. 1o cnter into secret deals with the
Rodichevs and the Petrunkeviches about support for them
against Srakhovich, as a substitute for temporary agreements
hetween open political partieg, which are non-existent in
our country, means sowing corruption in the workers' mit

SRMES. ST W
) It is quite
natural for the liberal monarchist bourgeoisie 10 gloss over
the question of the method of convening a constituent
assemply. For representatives of the revotutionary prole-
tariat it is totally impermissible. 2t

As we have pointed out hundreds of times, the Qsvobozhde-
niye League, i.e., the monarchist bourgeoisie, wants just
such a “lignidation” as would bring about the transfer of
power to the hourgeoisie without a popular uprising, ¢
any rate, without the complete victory of an uprising of ihe
people. Manilovist plans for Toleclions: while the autocracy
Femains in power play entirely into the hands of the liberal
baurgeeisie, which ajone is capable of producing anvthing
at all resembling such elections.

Full freedom of election, and full power
assembly can be ensured only by
the uprising, the overthrow of tsarist rule,
ment by a provisional revolution

ist 20

for a constituent
the complete victory of
and its replace-
ary government. To this

end all our efforts must be directed; the orga pisalion @ ud

preparation of an uprising must abso

foreground. Only in the m
torious and in which victory leads to the

tion of the enemy-—only in that measure W
of the people’s representatives be a popular o
on paper, and constituent not only in name.
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lutely stand in the
easure in which the rising is vie-
decisive destruc-
i1l an assembly
ne not only

e The preamble speaks of the only way out of the prestit
situation. In this connection the entire stress inpl il
on the idea of a constituent assembly, and not a “\Avor(l Rt‘;‘a ‘l‘l
as to who is to call it, so that the “way out” should l;o I‘N:I
merely on paper, but in actwal fact. Sitence on this score
amounts to Social-Demderats yielding to the 091><‘)};o;la(1/:~
niye gentry. As we have repeatedly pointed out, i(..i's‘ the in-
t;;—frozts uf’ihe monarchist-liberal hourgeoisie that oblige the
L~.,“Ja:}z.ac1.eiye gentry to luoit themsclves to the cvlrwi
gation of a popular constituent assembly, and pass over in
sifence Ehe question oif _who is {o call it s, as we have
‘{‘("}’)F_’Hlf'if.i}y 1:}1:-§nte(} out, is Lhe very question that the del'clin -
ine revolution has brought inte the forefvont, aud ‘iwt“cfn
at presxgx‘gt, lics the fundamental difference hetween the
bourgeoisic’s opportunist (“compromise”) tactir:; a;;‘(’ t.tx
proletariat’'s revolutionary tactics. By their res';:;h'sio:x thm
nexx"—I:sf’fm supporters have furnished documentar . ré'f‘i
their incurable blindness in fundanental queq‘{im‘ks}of‘i ‘; Q
and of their relapsing into Osvoboshdeniye slogans. e
in the succeeding sections the resolution .etiil more
confuses the question of the convocation of a pdpular r:*))b
stituent assembly. Propaganda which proclaims confidé;i;
in ﬂ;e State Duma on this score is downright ;eactiona;i“l
while 1“-‘ say that a constituent assembly should be conve: gi
by a “democratic organisation of the people” is roncl l"k(
L)Z‘GED(‘)SII;{,{ to call a constituentassembly Throu h;com(ulml{‘ug
? l-gel?(:s ofptyh‘e j}frople Tiving on the planel Mars., At their
I-Russia Sonterence  Ghe  new-lskrists  committed
!fh{)fﬂ.:dOI'i&blG error in placing the convocation of a ‘popui‘::
c;*!k:(;ltl{n?]lt _ai:.sembly by a revolutionary government ‘m'a
:“pa; “.I,“! its convocation by a representative institution
m;ey 1;::';151;1’1513 have now gone even farther in reverse‘:
Ry hawmg not even ‘mentioned a revolutionary provisional
;,;n:‘un_[pent. Why? On what grounds? In what respect have
dé&-f;JE?is ‘c’hapgred? _AH gllis remaing a mystery. Insteadvué
merelvl rg, ?.cictlffnl]’ (%11:ect1\'es, the Mensheviks' conferences
5 rizg}?t ozﬁmev exhibitions of plunges and vacillations now to
> right, now to the left, 24
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The Russian

ussian people are getti P .

" constitutionalis getiing their first little les

popular ;tmwnah”,“- All these laws on ‘thehxtitie lessons

L epresentatives are not worth a b the eiections of
¢ sovereigniy of the pe h a brass

farthin i
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DEMOCRATIC TASKS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PROLETARIAT

What is a “popular Constituent” Assembly? It is an
assembly which, in the first place, really expresses the
will of the people. To this end we must have universal
sufleage in all of its democratic aspects, and a full guar-
antee of freedom to conduct the election campaiygn. It is an
assembly which, in the second place, really has the power
and authority to “inaugurate” a political order which will
ensure the sovereignty of the people. It is clear as day-
light that without these two conditions the assembly can be
neither (ruly popular nor truly constituent. Yet our liberat
bourgeois, our constitutional monarchists (whose claim
to be democrats is a mockery of the people) do not want
real safeguards to ensure either of these conditions! Not
only do they fail to ensure in any way complete freedom of
election propaganda or the actual transfer of power and
authority to the Constitueut Assembly, but, on the contrary,
they seck to make both impossible since they aim at main-
taining the monarchy. The real power and authority is to
remain in the hands of Nicholas the Bloody. This means
that the dire enemy of the people is to convene the assembly
and “ensure” that the eleclions will be free and universal.
How very democratic! It means that the Constituent Assem-
bly will never have and (according to the idea of the liberal
bourgeois) must never have all power and all authority; it
is to be utterly devoid of power, devoid of autherity; it
is merely fo come to terms, to reach an agreement, to arrive
at an understanding, to strike a bargain with Nicholas 1I
for the assembly ta he granted a modicum of his royal powerl
The Constituent Assembly elected by universal suffrage is to
differ in no way from a Lower House. That is to say, the
Constituent Assembly, convened for ex pressing and executing
the will of the people, is designed by the liberal bpurgeoisie
to “constitute”, over the will of the people, the will of ‘an

‘pper House and on top of that the will of ihe monarchy,
the will of Nicholas.

Contese
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Is it not ohvieus that in tatking, - speechifying, and
shouting about a popular Constituent Asseuxbly, the liheral
bourgeois, the Osvobozhdeniye gentry, are actuatly planning
an anti-popular consultative assembly? Instead of emanci-
pating the people, they want to subject the people, by
constitutional means, first, 1o the power of the tsar
{monarchism}, and, secondly, to the power of the organised
big bourgeoisie (the Upper House).

I anyoune wishes to dispute this conclusion, jet him
asserl: {§)that therecanbe a teue expression of the popular
will in elections without compiete freedom of propaganda
and without the actual abolition of all the propaganda
privileges of the tsarist governmenty or {2) that an
ussembly of delegates devoid of real power and authority,
in that these are left in the hands of the tsar, is not, in
effect, a mere consultative body. To make either of these
assertions one must be either a brazen charlatan or a
hopeless fool. History proves conclusively that a representa-

tive assembly coexisting ST & Jnonarchical form of gov-

arnment 1s in_actual fact, so long as governmental powey
remains in tue hands of the monarchy, 8 consuttative nody.
which does not Tand tho will of tie monarch 10 the will.of
the people, bul only confurms the will of the pegple to the
will of Lhe monarch, i.e., divides the power Dotween monarch
and people, bargains for a new order, hut does not consti-
tute it. Flistory proves conclusively that there can be no
such thing as really free clections. that the significance aid
character of these elections can hardly be brought homne to
the whole people unless the government that is combating
the revolution is replaced by a provisional revolutionary
government. Granting for a moment the improbable and the
impossible, namely, that the tsarist government, having de-
cided to convene a “Constituent” (read: consullative) As-
sembly, will give fermal guarantees of freedom of propaganda,
a1l the vast advantages and saperior facilities for campaign-
" ing which accrue from the organised power of the state
will nevertheless remain in its hands. These advantages
and facilities for propaganda duving the elections to the
first people’s assembly will be enjoyed by the very ones who
have oppressed the peopte by alt the means in their power, and
from whom the people have begun to wrest Jiberty by force.
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Conteess

This is not the place to dwell on the origin of fskra’s
tactical blunder. We shall refer the interested reader to
N. Lenin’s pamphlet Two Tactics of Social-Democracy in
the Democratic Revoiution. It is more important here to
point out how the slogan of the new [skra lapses into that of
Osvobozhdeniye. In actual practice atlempis to organise
popular elections of deputies before the uprising is victo-
rious would only play into the hands of the Osvobozhdeniye
people with the result that the Social-Democrats would be
trailing behind them. Until replaced by a provisional revo-
lutionary government the auilocracy will not permit the
workers and the people to conduct any elections that can in
any way be called popular {(and Social-Democrats will not
agree to a travesty of “popular” elections under the autoe-
racy); but the Osvobozhdeniye lLeague, Zemstvo members
and the municipal councillors will conduct elections and
Llatantly pass them off as “popular”™, and as an expression
of “revolutionary self-government”. The line now taken
by the liberal-monarchist bourgeoisie consists in trying to
avert an uprising, compel the autocracy to recognise the
l'umstvo elections as popular elections without the people’s
virtory over tsarism and convert the Zemstvo and municipal
self-government bodies into organs of “revolutionary” (in
the Petrunkevich sense) “self-government”, without a real
revolution. An excellent expression of this line is to be found
in No. 74 of Osvobozhdeniye. It would be hard to imagine
anything more disgusting than this ideologist of the cowardly
bourgeoisie, who asserts that advocacy of insurrection “de-
motalises” both the army and the peoplel And this is said at
a time when even the blind ean see that it is only through
an uprising that the ordinary Russian citizen and soldies
can save himself from utter demoralisation and vindicate
his right to citizenship! The bourgeois Manilov pictures 1o
himself an Arcadian idvll in which the mere pressure of
“public opinion” alone “will compel the government g
make conecession after concession, until finally it can go no
further and will bave to hand over the power to a constituent
assembly elected on the basis of universal and equal suffrage
dirgct elections, and a secret ballet, as is demanded by;
society ..." (! with an upper chamber?). “There is nothing at
all improbable in this peaceful [!!] transition of power
from the present government to a national constituent
assembly, which will organise state and governmenial
power on a new basis.” And this masterly philosophy of the
cringing bourgeoisie is rounded off with the advice that the
army, particularly the ofticers, should be won over; that a
peop'le's militia be established “without official authorisa-
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place only as the epilogue of a

‘the entire
guestion of the revolutionary-democratic dictatorship
hinges on the complete overthrow of th ogracy. Possibly
the history of 1848-50 will repeat itself with us, that is,
the autocracy will not be overthrown but only limited in
power and converted into a constitutional monarchy. In that
case a democratic dictatorship will Le out of the question.
If; however, the autocratic government is really over-
thrown, it will have to be replaced by another. Thix other can
be only a provisional revolutionary government. It can base
itself for support only on the revolutionary people—on the
proletariat and the peasantry. It can be only a dictatorship,
that is, not an organisation of “order”, but an organisation
of war. If you are storming a fortress, you cannot discontinue
the war even after you have taken the fortress. Either the one
or the other: either we take the fortress te hold it, or we do not
storm the fortress and explain that all we want is a little *
place next to it.

NO FALSEHOOD!
OUR STRENGTH LIES IN STATING THE TRUTII

LETTER TO THE EDITORLAL BOARYLD to¢

“We are not strong enongh to launch an uprising ... there-
fore there is no point in linking it up with the Duma... a
constituent assembly should be the battle-cry of our agita-
tion.” That is what the Bund wrote, and ne adequate reply
was provided by the author of the article in No. 16.%

These words of the Bund's are an excellent reflection of
Philistinism within the Social-Democratic mos ement, phil-
istinism in the sense of banality, the golden mecan, insipid-
ity, generalities, mediocrity (gnalities that have always
been characteristic of the Bund, which, as is known, played
the part of an ideological parasite in 1897-1900, in 1901-03,
in 1904, and now in 1490D).

That is the current view, the commonly accepted stand-
point, “common sense” (“the triumph of common sense” in
Osvobozhdeniyec and “sceing the light”).

This is a tremendous falsehood, the exposure of which is
of the utmost import to the Russian revolution and to the
class-conscious proletariat, as the only possible creator of a
ticlorious revolution.

We are not strong enough to  launch an uprising;
therefore we should not link it up with anything; therefore
the si_ogan must not call fer an armed uprising, but for a
tonstituent assembly.,

It is just like saying: “Naked and unfortunate, hungry and
tormented, we are unable to emerge from the swamp in which
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truth of hourgeeis liberty, the truth o c_atpl alisteq ,
the holy of holies of the i'ny:!fster fraterni -y».E Lt eds is
This ig its (the bourgeoisie s} truth, iqrh W 13_«‘0 Lt .
not the victory of the people, or the mountain vtn;;: ut as._ vamp
for the masses; it wants the bosses and m.ﬂn.niyp\:é%g mna,
seated on the backs of the common \peoplc‘, it nee "
victory, buta deal, a compromise with the enemy ==a €
- vl’:n]v' ) . ] . )
v szle 5}2;{5 bourgeoisie this is no “miracle”, b'Ut;"l'i;“l‘l"[:yo} zgg
reality of treason to the revolution, not of the victory

vevolution. 9 -0
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“...We are not strong enough to acquire a ladder ... we are
not strong enough to launch an uprising.” Is that the case,
gentlemen?

If that is the case, then recast ali your propaganda and
agitation, begin to speak to the workers and the entire people
in new and different words, in language [ramed in a new and
different way.

Tell the people: workers of St. Petersburg, Riga, Warsaw,
Odessa, Tiflis ... we are not strong enough to launch a rising
and be victorious in a rising. Therefore there is no point in
thinking, no point in vain talking about a popular constitu-
ent assembly. Don’t debase grand words with petty subter-
fuges. Don’t cover up your weakness with a belief in mira-
cles. Proclaim your weakness aloud to one and all—a fault
confessed is half redressed. False rhetoric and false boastful-
ness spell moral ruin and lead unfailingly to political extine-
tion,

Workers! We are too weak to hring about an uprising and
win victory in one! Therefore stop ali talk about a popuiar
constituent assembly, drive away those HAFS Who speak about
it, expose the {reachery of the svobozhdeniye gentry, the
"Duma enthusiasts”, the Constitutional-Democrats, and (he
rest of the vile crew, foritisonlyin word that they want a
popular constituent assembly; actually they want an as-
sembly directed against the pecple, one that will not constitute
anything new, but will merely patch up the old, oune that
will not give you new garments, a new life, a new weapon
for the great new strugele, but will give you only tinszel over
vour old rags, only miragesand deceptions, popguns instead
of rifies and chains instead of weapons.

Workers! We are too weak for an uprising. Therefore, do
not talk and do not let the Osvobozhdeniye prostitutes. the
Constitutional-Democrats, and Duma supporters talk of a
revolution; donotallow those bourgeois scoundrels to
sully a great popular concept with their claptrap.

We are weak? That means that we have no revolution,
hor can there be one. That is not a revolution of the people,
but swindling of the people by the Petrunkeviches and a
pack of liberal lackeys of the tsar. That is not a struggle
for liberty, but a bartering away of the people’s freedom in
exchange for parliamentary seats for the Osvobozhdeniye. 4%
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